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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



Th e very favourable manner in which the first Edilion of this Account 
ofMaroccowas received by the Public, and the flattering terms in 
which it was spoken of hy the most eminent Critical Journals of the 
day,* aflbrd me now an opportunity, in presenting a second Edition 
to the world, of thus publicly returning my most grateful acknow* 
Icdgnients, and at the same time of enlarging and improving the 
work, and thereby rendering it still more worthy of public approba- 
tion : this I have been enabled to do from my own original notes, 
many of which were forgotten or overlooked in the first arrangement 
of the book. 

7'he new mailer tioii/ suhmilled lo the Public, consists principally in a 
Juller accou7il of llie repenues of ike slale, several additions on rariout 
other sulijecls, as the nalnral Itisloij^ of (he country, its inhabilanls, and 
their moiUs of life, administration of jiistiee, treatment of childien, and 
education of youth; some further observations on the plague, and the 
diseases incident lo the inhabiiants; a comparison between the ancient 
Jaiigucige of the Can<i>y Islands and that of the Shelliihs of South Atlas ; 
ftjj/r. Belton's philanthropic Will and patriotic intentions, manifested in his 
liberal bequest to emancipate Biilish seamen from caplivilj^; cautions to 
navigators; laws, manufactures, and customs of Titnbuctoo ; and, for the 
amusement of the Arabic scholar, three Letters are introduced, with their 
translations, lo enable him lo compare the Arabic of Africa tyith that of 
Asia. Finally, there is scarcely a page thai has not received some addi- 
tiomU matter or imprcteaunt. 

Indeed I have been anxious to discuss every subject that could in 




' * S^inbvrgh Review, No, SS. Critical Reviatv, Aug. ISO9. Loiidoa fie view, August leop. 
ti-jacgbin Review, Aug. and SeiH, I8O9. itc, iic. 
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any manner tend to illustrate the actual state of the Empire oT Ma- 
rocco, being confident that the more these subjects are discussed among 
us, the more they will merit our attention ; and that, if ever the inte- 
rior oTArrica is to be explored by Europeans, if ever we are to reach 
the grand object of our research, the Emporium of Central Africa 
(Tlmbucloo), Marocco is ths most eligible point to set out from. But 
it is indispensably necessary that we should first overcome our own 
prejudices nnd misconceptions respecting this country ; we should first 
secure lo ounelves all those ndvaulages which would result from an active 
and uniuleirtipted comv.ercial intercourse wUh the principal Sea Ports of 
the Western Coast ; and when these objects shall have been accom- 
plished, the rest will readily follow. 

In the first Edition I promised that, should my labours meet with 
approbation, I would publish the political history of Marocco: this I 
had written, and intended as a secoud part to this Edition (indeed 
three sheets of it were printed) ; but considering that ihe subject has 
been before discussed, and being unwilling to trouble tlie public with 
intelligence not altogether new, 1 have thought it expedient to sun< 
presi it. 

It is not probable that I shall do any thing more to this work, I 
therefore now dismiss it as perfect as I can render it. TVie greater 
part of it, I repeat, is the Fruit of my own knowledge and experience-; 
and 1 have never spoken on tlie authority of others, but when 1 have 
had opportunities of investigating the sources of their intelligence, and 
when 1 have had every reason lo believe their information correct.* 

J. G. JACKSON. 

Burton Street, 
Sifi.30th, 1811. 

* Since ihh l>ool[ first apprarail, the Proceedings of ibe Society for proraoliag [be 
DUcuvery ot ihn inlenor Parts of Africii have bL-rn [lublUhnj in two volumes ucIbvo. In 
ihe stC'inil volume are Iwo letters from me lo Sir Jui>c[ih Banks, whereia 1 obierve llie M- 
lowiii|> errors o( ihe press, tvhirh I tiJie the libeily here to correct: P. 31)6, Tor lubuhl, 
rcuil raha/il ; p. 373, for Alsbjerrah, read Etmharra/i ; p. 376, for Ail lilkiih, reaJ Ait 
EJiltiih; fur Idjnicnin, r. IdauUHOn ; fur Kiinva:, read Kitnta; luid for Alsigina, read 
£.mtcgina. 



PREFACE. 



1 11 E following sheets have been compiled from various notes 
and observations made during a residence of sixteen years 
in different parts of the Empire of Marocco, in ihe successive 
reigns of Cidi Mohammed ben Abdallah ben Ismael, Muley 
Yezzid, Muley el Hesham, and MuIcy Soliman ben Moliara- 
ined; and which were originally intended merely as memO' 
randa for my own use ; but shortly after my last arrival in 
England, I had the honour to converse with a distinguished 
Nobleman* on the subject of African knowledge, and from his 
Lordship'ssuggestions I first determined to submit to the public 
such information as a long intercourse with the natives of Bar- 
bary, as well in a political as a commercial capacity, and a 
thorough knowledge of the languages of North Africa had 
enabled me to obtain. 

It was justly observed by Mr, Matra, our l,\te consul at Ma- 
rocco, that " there are more books written on Barbarj- than on 
any other country, and yet there is no country with which we 
are so little acquainted." The cause of this is to be found in 
the superficial knowledge which the authors of such bookj 

• Tlie Kigbt li-»a. the Ear) of Moira. 




possessed respecting tliis part of the world ; having been gene- 
rally men who came suddenly into the country, and tiavellcd 
through it uithout knowing anythingeitlicrof ihe manners, cha- 
racter, customs, or language of tlie people. Indeed, tlie greater part 
of the compositions respecting North Africa, are narratives of 
joumies of Ambassadors, Sec. to the Emperor's court, generally 
for the purpose of redeeming captives, compiled by some per- 
son attached to the embassy, who, however faiLhfully he may 
relate what passes under his own eye, is, nevertheless from his 
situation, and usual short stay, unable to collect any salisfacfbry 
information respecting the country in general, and what he 
does collect, is too often from some illiterate interpreter, ever 
jealous of affording information to Europeans even on the most 
triflingsubjects. 

Leo Africanus is, with very few exceptions, perhaps the only 
author who has depicted the country in its true light ; and al- 
though he has committed some errors, chiefly geographical, yet 
Marmol, as well as many modems, have servilely copied him. 
There is somcoriginal matter contained in a book, entitled, " A 
Journey to Mequinez, ou the occasion of Commodore Stuart'a 
Embassy, Sec. &;c." London, 1725. Lempriere's Marocco con- 
tains an interesting description of the Horeui, or the Seraglio; 
but the rest of his account has many errors ; ihe^^map appears 
to be copied chiefly from Chenier, some of whose orthographical 



ermrs he has actopted. The work of the )a»t mentioned author 
is the best I hare seen,* and this 1» to be attributed to his having 
resided in the country several years ; and thouf^h his ridiculous 
pride did not allow him to associate generally with tbe Moors^ 
yet a partial knowledge of their language, and his natural pene- 
tration-ami judgment, enabled him to make atuny useiul obser- 
vations derived from cxperiencc-f* 

k must b« obvious to e^-cry one, that a considerable portion 
of time and study is requisite to obtain a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the moral and pohtical character of any nation, bu( 
particularly with one which differs in every respect from our 
«wn, as does tliat ol' Marocco ; fiCt. therefore, who -would be 
ikoroughhj acquainled wilh that cmntrij^ must reside in it for a 
krtgth of lime ; he must possess opporiunities of pcnetraling into 
ike councils of the State, as well as of studying the genius of the 
people ; he must view them in war and in pence ; in public and in 
domestic life; note their miUlarij skilly and their commercial 

• There is aBmall volume translated from llie French of the Abb6 Puiret, enti- 
tled, Travels thriiiigli Biiihary in a series of klters, written from the Ancient Nu- 
nidiR, in the years 17tJ5 and 1786, which contains many judicious observutioos. 
The Abb6 was dtiubtless a man of penetrution, and understood the chamcier of 
{lie people whom he desvribed. 

•(- There iaan interesting, and, 1 believe, a very faiUiful accolint of an em- 

atisy from CJueen Elizabeth to Muley Abd El Melk, Emperor of Miirocco ia 

1577, in the Gcnlk-man's Mag. Seplejnber I810, page 2iy. in which the reader 

may correct ibe foiiovring etrors of lb« pnu : iorSXii\an,t,Aikaidti itn \\<a\,a\t. 




system ; and finallyi and above all, he must have an accurate 
and practical knowledge ef their language^ in order to cut off one 
otherwise universal source of error^ misconception^ and misreprt'. 
sentation. 

Certainly no country has of late occupied so much attention 
as Africa, and ihc exertions of the African Association to ex- 
plore the interior of this interesting quarter of the globe, do 
them the highest credit ; and if tbeir emissaries have not always 
been successful, or obtained information only of minor impor- 
tance compared with the great object of their researches, it is 
to be attributed to their want of a sufficient knowledge of the 
nature of the country, and the character and prejudices of its - 
inhabitants, without which, science to a traveller in these regions, 
is comparatively of little value. When we consider the disad- 
vantages under which Mr. Parke laboured in this respect, and. 
tliat he travelled in an European dress, it is really astonishing 
tiiat that gentleman should have penetrated so far as he did, in 
his first mission ; and we are not so much surprised at the perils 
he endured, as that he should have returned in safety to his 
native country. Had he previously resided a short time in 
Barbary, and obtained there a tolerable proficiency in the 
Afiican Arabic, and with the customs adopted the dress of 
the country, what might we not have expected from his ]>ersc- 
verance and enterprising spirit? Whatever plans future tra- 
vellers may adopt, I would recommend to them to lay aside 



the di'ess of Europe ; for, besides fts lleiiag a badge of Ghristi- 
antty wherever he goes, it ineTitabiy exposes hifli to danger; 
and it i» so indecent in the eyes of tire Arabs and Moors, that 1 
man w'nh no other clolhing dhana^ piece of linen round his mid'- 
^le, TTould excite in them less indignation. 

Mr. Horneman, in ih^ above respecls, certainly set out with 
a more probable chance of success; though I much fiear the 
expectations which he raised will never be fulfilled. From 
Iris Juiirnul, indeed, lie appears to have been of Lit too sanguine 
a disposition, aixl to have relied too muck' on tlkS fair profes- 
sioiis of his African fellow travellers, an instance of which 
occurs in liis letter from Mourzoulc, where he says^, " Under 
|»roleclion oi two great Sherecfs I have the best hopes of success 
in my undertaking." Here the hopes of success originate in 
I Hie very cause that woald induce a man versed in the character 
and springs oi' action of the Africans, to des]>air of success. It 
was the promises of these people that led Major Houghton to his 
rum ; and the fair representations made by sorrteof them to the 
I first emissaries of the African Association have been proved to 
I he false by the dilficnhtes and dangers which their successors 
have had lo' encounter, in attempting to penetrate to Timbuctoo. 
The Shereefs' are very plausible [leoplej many of them posses 
tmc(»nmon suavity of manrters, which is too apt to thro* the 
confiding European off his guard, and make hinrthe victim of 
b 



iheir artful designs ; as to their information, it is not to be de- 
pended on; they will say every thing to mislead, an instance 
of which will be presently mentioned in the case of Mr, Parke. 
In another place Mr. Horueman says, " In respect to my astro- 
nomical instruments, I shall take special cave never to be dis- 
covered in the act of observation ; should these instruments, 
however, attract notice, the answer is ready, they are articles 
of sale, nor is there fear I should be deprived of them whilst 
master of my price." Nothing can evince greater ignorance 
of the people than this ; indeed I am surprised Mr. Horneman 
could entertain such an idea. The mode of travelling in 
Africa will prevent the possibility of his availing himself of 
these precautions', there is no calilah, or caravan of itinerant 
merchants and traders in thai country, which does not contain 
some person who has either been to sea, or has seen nautical 
instruments, and knows iheir use. That they are articles for 
sale would indeed sound very well for a person going ihrough 
Europe, but there are no purchasers Ibr such things in Africa ; 
besides, no people under heaven are more jealous, or suspi- 
cious of every thing which they do not comprehend, than the 
Africans. '1 he description of them by Sallust holds at this 
day, and is perhajis a better drawn character of the modern 
Alricau (although it alludes to their ancestors) than any de- 
scription which has hitherto been given of this extraordiaaiy 



people. These ignorant, barbarous savages, as we call them, 
are much more sagacious, and possess much better iutellects, 
than we have yet been aware of. 

The error above alluded to, into which Mr. Parke was led 
by a Shereef, was in regard to the distance from Marocco 
through Sueerah, or Mogodor, to Wedinoon, which he makes 
twenty days,* when it is in reality but ten, as I have repeatedly 
travelled the distance; viz. Marocco to Sueerah, or Mogodor, 
three days ; to Agadeer, or Santa Cruz, three ; to Wedinoon 
ibur. There is also another error in the same gentleman's 
book, which it is proper to notice ; he says, Saheel signifies the 
north countnj ! nothing but an ignorance of Arabic could have 
ihus misled liJm ; Saheel in that language signifying nothing 
more than an extensive plain ; thus the extensive plains south- 
east of the river Suse are called Saheel ; the low country near 
£1 WaladJa is called Saheel ; and if an Arab were to pass over 
Salisbury Plain, he would term it Saheel. hi these (cw notices 
respecting the travels of two of the hitherto most successful 
emissaries of the African Association, I have no other object in 
view than to point out errors which may mislead those who 
follow them, and 1 thereibre hope, that they will be favoura- 
bly received by that respectable body, and by the authors 
themselves, should they happily return to this country. I had 

• See Parke'i Travels, 4lo. edit, page 141. 




written several remarks on Mr. Homeman's Journal, which T 
intended to give in an appendix, but as they might create ill- 
will, and involve me in useless controversy, I have suppressed 
them. 

With regard to the following Work, it !ias been ray endca- 
Tour throDghout, to give the reader a clear account of the pre- 
sent slate of the Empire of Marocco, and of its commercial 
relations with the interior, as well as with Europe: on the 
latter some readers may perhaps think I have enlarged too 
much , but it was my wish to be particular, on that subject, 
and to shew the advantages which this country might, and 
ought to derive from an extensive trade with Barliary. bi 
other respects, I have beeu as concise as possible, introducing 
little oi nolliiug of what has been satisfactorily detailed by 
late writers on the same subject. In the Map of Marocco, I 
have given tlie encampmetiU of the various tribes uf Arabs, 
and omitted such towju and villages as are found in modern- 
maps, but which now no longer exist. The track of the cara. 
vans through tlie Desert to Timbuctoo, is, together with the 
account of that city and the adjacent country, given from 
sources of information wJiich I had every reason to believe correct. 
The engravings are from drawings made oa the spot by myself; 
but from the extremejealousyof the natives, particularly those 
of the interior proviuces, and the conseqpsut difficulty of taking 
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AN ACCOUNT 



OF 



THE EMPIRE OF MAROCCO, 



CHAPTER I. 

Geographical Divisions of the Empire of Marocco. 

jTh £ empire of Marocco,* including Tafilelt,-!- is bounded on 
the north by the Mediterranean sea ; on the east by Tlemsen,:j: 
the Desert of Angad, Sejin Messa,§ and Bled-el-jerrcde ; || on 
the south by Sahara (or the Great Desert) ; and on the west by 
the Atlantic Ocean. It naay be divided into four grand divi- 
sions. 

1st, The northern division, which contains the provinces of 
Erreefjf El Garb, Benihassen, Temsena, Shawia, Tcdla, and 
the district of Fas ; * * these are inhabited by Arabs of various 
tribes, living in tents, whose original stock inhabit Sahara ; to 

* Marakusha in the original Arabic ; and called by the Spaniards Marruccos. 
t CommoDly called Tafilet. % In many maps called Tremecin* 

§ Commonly called Sigelmessa. || Commonly called Biledulgerid. 
^ It is through this province that the chain of mountains called the Lesser 
Atlas passes^ viz, from Tangier to Bona^ in the Kingdom of Algiers. 

• * Commonly called Fez. 

m 



t Geographical Divisions. 

which may be added the various tribes of Bcrebbers, inhabiting 
the mountains of Atlas,* and the intermedial plains, of which 
the chief clans or Kabyles are the Girwan, Ait Imure, Zian,-f' 
Cibbellah, and Zlmurh-Shelluh. 

The principal towns of this division are, Fas (old and new- 
city, called by the Arabs FasJeddede and Fas el Balie), Mclcinas, 
or Mequiiias, Tel u an, Tangier, Arzilla, EI Araiche, Sla, orSalee, 
Rabat, Al K.(ssar, Fedalla, Dar el-beida, and tlic Sanctuai*y of 
Muley Dris Zcrone, where the Mohammedan religion was first 
planted in West Barbary. 

2d, Ihe central division; which contains the provinces of 
Dukclla or Duquelln, Abda, Shedina, Haha, and the district of 
Marocco-lj.' The chief towns being Marocco, Fruga, Azaraore, 
Mazagan, Tet, Al VValadia, Asfie, or Saffee, Stieerah, or Mo- 
godor.5 

3d, The southern division; containing the provinces of 
Draha and Suse ; which latter is inhabited by many powerful 
tribes or Kabyles, the chief of which are Howara, Emsekina, 
Exima, Idautenan, Idaullit, Ait-Atter, Wedinoon, Kitiwa, Ait- 
Bamaran, Mcssa, and Shtuka; of these Howara, Wedinoon, and 

• The Aliits mountains are callcil in Arabic Jibbel Atlils, i. e. ihe moiintains of 
snow ; hence, probnbly, ihe word Alias. 

t Zian is a wurlike Iribe; ii liiltly opposed nn impfiiol array of upwards of 
ihirlj' lliousaiid men. 1 his Kiibyie is defended ffom aliatka by rugged and almost 
inaccessible passes. 

i By the negligence of aulbors Marocco 1ihs been calkd Morocco, as Mo- 
hammed or Muhiiinmed has been irniisfoimed to Mahommcd, iind Mohammedan 
lo Maliommednn. 

§ Siieetali is the proper nnmej Europeans have cfllleil il Mogodor, from a 
■aim who was buried a mile from the town, called Sidy fdagodwA, which last 
word, from oral iradilion, has been corrupted to Mogador, and sometimes lo 
Miigndure. 
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Geographical Divisions. 3 

half of Ait-Bamaran are Arabs; the others are Shelluhs. The 
principal towns of this division are Terodant, Agadeer,* or 
Santa Cruz, Inoon, or Noon, Ifran, or Ufran, Akka, Talta, 
Messa, and Dar-Delemie. 

4th, The eastern division, which lies to the east of the Atlas, 
and is called Tafilelt; it was formerly a separate kingdom. 
A river of the same name passes through this territory, on the 
banks of which the present Emperor's father, Sidi Mohammed 
ben Abdallah, built a magnificent palace. There are many 
other adjacent buildings and houses inhabited by sherreefs, or 
Mohammedan princes of the present dynasty, with their respec- 
tive estabHshments/f:' 

^ Agadeer is the Arabian name^ Guertgtfessem the ancient African name, and*' 
Santa Cruz is the Porlugueze appellation. 

f The modern Arabs divide Northern Africa into three grand divisions: the 
fiirst extends from the Equator to the Nile el Abeede, or river of Nigritia^ and is 
called Soudan^ which is an African word indicative of black, the inhabitanlr 
being of that colour : the second extends from the river of Soudan to Bled-el 
jerrede, and is denominated Sahara, from the aridity and flatness of the land : 
the third division comprises Bled-el-jerr£de, the maritime states of Barbary, 
Egyptr and Abyssinia. Some authors have affirmed that Bled-el-jerrede signifies^ 
the Country of Dates ; others, that it signifies the Country of Locusts ; dates 
certainly abound there ; but the name does not imply dates. Jer&ad is the Arabic 
for locusts ; but it is a different v^ord from Jerr^de, which signifies dry.- 



r*] 



CHAPTER II. 



JRiverSt Mountains^ and Climate of Morocco. 

Ihe following are the principal rivers in the empire of 
Marocco : 

The Muluwia, which separates the empire from Angad and 
TIemsen, rises at the foot of the Atlas, aiid, jjassing through 
the desert of Angad, discharges itself into the Mediterranean 
about thirty miles S. E. of Mellilla. This is a deep and impe- 
tuous stream, impassable in (Liali) the period between the ^Oih 
of December and 30th of January inclusive, or the forty shortest 
days, as coqipiiled by the old style ; in summer it is not only 
fordabie, but often quite dry, and is called from that circum- 
stance El Bahar biUa ma, or, a sea without water. 

£1 AW, or LuccoSf at El Aratche, so called from its arche^i 
windings, El Kosc signifying in ihc Araliic of the western Arabs 
an arch. Ships of 100 or 150 tons may enter this livtr at high 
water; it abounds lu the fish called shcbbel : it is never for-, 
dable, but ferries arc constantly crossing with horses, camels, 
passengers and their baggage, kc. 

The Baht rises in the Atlas, and partly loses itself in the 
swamps and lakes of the [irovince of El Garb ; the other branch 
probably (alls into the river Seboo. 

The Seboo is the largest river in West Barbary \ it rises in a 
piece of water situated in the midst of a forest, near the foot of 
Atlas, eastward of the cities of Fas and Mequinas, and winding 



Rivers of Maiocco. ' 5 

through ihe plains, passes wkhia six miies of Fas. Another 
stream, proceeding from the south of Fas, passes through the 
city, and discharges itself into this river: thi;* stream is of so 
much value to the Fasees, from supplying the town with water, 
that it is called (Wed elJuhor) the river of pearls. Some auxi- 
liary streams proceeding from the territory of Tezza fall into 
the Seboo in Liali (the period before mentioned). This river is 
impassable except in boats, or on rafts. At Meheduma, or 
Mamora, where it enters the ocean, it is a large, deep, and 
navigable stream; but the port being evacuated, foreign com- 
merce is annihilated, and little shipping has been admitted 
since ihe Portugueze quitted the place. This river abounds 
more than any other in that rich and delicate (ish called sheb- 
bel. If there were any encouragement to industry in this 
country, corn might be conveyed up the Scboo to Fas at a very 
low charge, whereas it is now transported to that populous 
city on camels, the expense of the hire of which often exceeds 
the original cost of the grain. 

The Bu Regreg.—Th.'xa river rises in one of the mountains of 
Atlas, and proceeding through the woods and valleys of the 
territory of Fas, traverses the plains of the province of Bent 
Hasscn, and discharges itself into the ocean between the towns 
of Salee and Rabat, the former being on the northern, the latter 
on the southern bank : here some of the Emperor's sloops oF 
war, which are denominated by his subjects frigates, are laid 
up for the winter. This river is never fordable, but ferries are 
constantly passing to and fro. 

Tlu Morbeya also rises in the Atlas mountains, and dividing 
the territory of Fas from the province ofTedla, passes through 
a part of Shawia, and afterwards separates that province and 
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Temseoa Uom Duquella; dividing that part of the empire' 
wc*i of Atlas into two divisions. There was a bridge over ihi» 
river at a short distance from the pass called Bulawan, built by 
Mulc^' Bel Hassen, a prince of the Mareen family; at this pass 
the river \% crossed on rafts of rushes and reeds, and on others 
consisting of inflated gtwt skins. \\'eslward of this pass, the 
river meanders lliiough the plains, and enters the ocean at the 
port of Azamor. The Murbeya abounds in the (ish called slieb- 
IkI, the season for nhicii is in the spring. I'liis river not being 
at any lime lordable, horses and travellers, together with their 
baggage, are transported across by ferries. 

The Tensift* — This river rises in the Alias, east of Marocco, 
and passing about five miles north of that city, it proceeds 
through the lerrilorj' of MaiTOcco, Rahaniena, and nearly di-- 
vides tlic two maritime provinces of Shedma and Abda, dis- 
charging itself into the ocean about sixteen miles south of tho> 
town of Saffy. This river receives in its couree some tributary 
streams issuing fiom Atlas, the principal of which is the Wed. 
Niffis, which, flowing from the south, enters it, after taking a 
northerly course through the plains of Marocco or Sheshawa. 
The Tensift is an impetuous stream during the Liali, but ia. 
summer it is fordablc in several places; and at the feir^' near 
the mouth of the river, at low water, reaches as high as the 
stirrups. In many places it is extremely deep, and dangerous 
to cross without a guide; about six miles from Marocco, a 

• This river is vulgnrly callei! Wed ^fa^akosll, or llie river of Mnrocco, 
becnn^e it jiasses lliroDgh tlie diilrict o( (hat name ; bill tlie proper name is Wed 
Teniifi, cr the river Tensift; and litis !■ (he name given it by I^eo Africanus 
{Book IX.). the only author who has hilherto spelt the word correctly ; he haa 
hciwtrver cominiiied a considerable error in uffirming that it discharges itself into 
the ocean at bsfijr. 
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bridge crosses it, which was erected by Multy El Maiisor; it is 
very strong but flat, wiih many arches. One of the Kings of 
Marocco altempted to destroy this bridge, to prevent the pas- 
sage of an hostile army, but the cement was so hard that men 
with pick-axes were empioyed several days before they could 
sever tbe stones; and tliey had not time to ed'ect its destruc- 
tion, before the army ])assed. The shebbel of tbe Tensift is 
much esteemed, as is also the water, which is extremely salu- 
brious, and aids considerably the powers of digestion, wbich, 
from tbe intense heat of tbe climate, are often weakened and 
relaxed. This river is supposed to be the Phut of Ptolemy ; on 
the northern bank, wliere it falls into the ocean, is to be per- 
ceived the ruins of an ancient town, probably the Mama of that 
Geographer. 

There is a small stream two miles south of Mogodor, from 
whence that town is supplied with water; and about twelve 
or fourteen miles more to the south, wc reach 

Tfie River Tidsi, which discharges itself into the oceaii a few 
miles south of legrcwelt, or Cape Ossein, where the ancient 
city of Tidsi formerly stood. Passing to tbe south in the plains 
at the foot of tliat brancli of Atlas which forms Afarnie, or the 
lofty Cape de Gcer,* we meet 

T/ie River Btnitamer, which, with the before mentioned branch 
of Atlas, divides the provinces of Haha and Suse. 

• A Shelluh name, expressive of a quick wind, because ihcre is always wind 
nt lli'is Cape ; but ships should be exireniely careful not lo appniach it, in going 
down llie coast ; not but tliut tlie water is very deep, as the Cape rises ahnost per- 
pendicularly from the ocean, but because the land is ao extremely high that those 
ibips which approach wilhlii a league of it, are almost always becnhned On the 
(outh aide of il, and are in consequence Uuee ilaye in getting down to A ga deer, 
whilst other vesseia which keep more lo the west, reach that port iu a few hours. 
This Cape is a western branch of the Atlas. 
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Fardier to the soulh is another river called 

IVfd Tamaratt ; and about sixteen or seventeen miles south 
of thai place, and about six soulh of Agadeer, or Santa Cruz, * 
the majestic 

/liver Sase discharges itself into the ocean. This fine river 
rises at Ras-el-Wed, at the foot of Atlas, about thirty miles 
from the city of Terodant. The (fuiahs) cuhivators of land, 
and the gardeners of Suse have drained off this river so muc!i in 
ilB passage through the plains of Howara and Exiina, that it is 
fordable at its mouth at low water in the summer, so that camels 
and other animals are enabled to cioss it with burthens on 
their bads: at its mouth is a bar of sand which at low water 
almost separates it from the ocean. The banks of this river are 
inundated in winter, but in summer are variegated with Indian 
corn, wheat, barley, pasture lands, beautiful gardens, and 
productive orchards. Either this river, or tliat of Messa, must 
have been t!ie Una ofPtolomy, which is placed in lat. 28' 30'N. 
We may presume that the Suse was anciently navigable as 
far as Terodant, as there are still in the walls of the castle of 



* Leo Africanui, who undoubtedly has given us the be$t descripUoD of Africa, 
comtniU an error, however, in describing this river. " The great river of Sob, 
" flowing out of the mountains of Alias, Ihal seporale ihe two provinces of Hea 
" and Su» (Hnhn and Suse) in sunder, raiineih southward among Ihe said moun- 
" tains, •Iretciiing onto the fields of the foresaid region, and from thence tending 
" weslword unto a place called GuHrtg(iessen,t where il dischargeth itself into 
" Iho main ocean." See (jih book of Leo Africanus. The Cape de Geer was 
formerly the separation of the provinces of Haha and Sufc, but now the river of 
'I'smartu-l may be called the boundary, which is fifteen mtles to the northward of 
lb« moulli of the river Su*ej and Guarlgu€ssen, or Agiicieer, or Santa Crua, is 
tin miici north of (he tlvcr Suse. Hnd I not resided three yean at Santa Croz, 
in light of the river Suse, which i have repeatedly forded in various parts, i ibould 
DfflllBVC ]i(eiuiited tu dispute Leo'i assertion. 

^ The ancient name of Agadeer or Santa Crue in Leo's time. 
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that city immense large iron rings, such as we see in maritime 
towns in Europe, for the purpose of mooring ships. 

Draha. — The river of this name flows from the north-east of 
Atlas to the south, and passing through the province of Draha, 
it disappears in the absorbing sands of Sahara. A great part of 
the counliy through which it passes being a saline earth, its 
waters have a brackish taste, like most of the rivers proceeding 
from Atlas, which take their course eastward. It is small in 
summer, but impetuous and impassable in winter, or at least 
during Liali. It is not improbable that this river formerly- 
continued its course westward, discharging Itself into the ocean 
at Wednoon, and called by the ancients Darodus ; but it ofien 
happens in Africa, i)articularl)' on the confines of any desert 
country, that the course of rivers is not only changed by the 
moveable hills of dry sand, but sometimes absorbed altogether, 
as is now the case with the Draha, after its entrance into the 
Desert. 

Biver of Messa, cAhd Wed Mess'si, flows from Atlas; it is, 
as before observed, a separate stream from the river Suse, and 
is drained ofif by the (fulali) cultivators or farmers during its 
passage. It was navigated I)y the Poriugiieze before they aban- 
doned this jilace for the New World. Leo Africanus has com- 
mitted another error (which has been copied by modern wri- 
ters,* in calling the river of Messa the river Suse,-f which I 
ascertained to be quite a difierent stream when I was at Messa, 
and thirty miles distant from (he former, though they both flow 
from E. to W, A bar of sand separates this river entirely at 

* Vide Brooka'E Gnzeteer, \Hh edition, title Mestn. 

■f Through ibe ihree small towus of Messa runneth a certain grcot rirer called 
Sus. Vide Leo Africanus, 2d book, title Town of Messa. 
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low water from ihe ocean, but at Bood tide h Is not fordable.' 
Between the mouth ol- ihe river Messa and that of Suse, is a 
road-stead called Tomee ; the country is lohabited by the Woled 
Abbusebah Arabs, who infomied me, when I went there, during 
the iulerreguum, wiih tlie (Khalif) Vice-regeut Mohammed 
ben Deleiny, by order of the (Sbefrcef ) Priucc, that British and 
other vessels often look in water there: it is called by the 
Arabs {Sebiih biure) the pLicc of seven wells, of which wells 
three only remain, and these we found to contain excellent 
water. After inspecting the place, and the nature of the road- 
stead, we returned to the Vice regent's castle in Sluul-a. Con-_ 
cerning this remarkable sea-port it would be inexpedient ; 
present to disclose more. 

Jiiver Jkassa. — 1 his river is navigable to Noon, above which 
it becomes a small stream, lordaljle in various places; it has 
been called by some Wed Noon, i. c. the river of Noon, but the 
proper name is Wed Akiiss^i ; the word Wedinoou is applied to 
the adjacent icrritory. 



The Mountains of U'est and South Barbary are the Atlas and 
its various braiiclics, which receive ditfcreut names, according 
to the i>ruviuccs in which they arc situated. The greater Atlas, 
or main chain of these mountains, extends from [Jibbel d'Zaiute) 
Ape's Hill to Shtuka and Ait Bamarau, m Lower Suse, passing 
about thirty miles eastward of the city of Marocco, where the; 
are immensely high, and covered with snow throughout the 
year. Un a clear day, this i)art of the Atlas appears at Mo- 
godor, a distance of about a hundred and forty miles, in the 
form ol a saddle; and is visible at sea, several leagues off the 
coast. These mountains arc extremely lerlile iu niauy places,,- 
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some interval. The heat is cooled by sea-breezes during the 
former period ; in the interior, however, the heat is intense. 
The rainy season, which begins about October, ends in March ; 
but if it continue longer, it is generally accompanied with con- 
tagious fevers. The trade winds (which begin to blow about 
March, and continue till September or October) are sometimes 
so violent, as to effect the nerves and limbs of the natives who 
inhabit the coast. The inhabitants are robust ; and some live 
to a great age. The Shelluhs, or inhabitants of the mountains 
of Atlas, south of Marocco, are, however, a meagre people, 
which proceeds, in a great measure, from their abstemious diet, 
seldom indulging in animal food, and living for the most part 
on barley gruel, bread, and honey : the Arabs, the Moors, and 
the Berebbers, on the contrary, live in a hospitable manner, and 
eat more nutritious food, though they prefer the farinaceous 
kind* 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pf^eription of the different Provinces, their Soil^ Culture, and 
Produce* 

In describing the soil and produce of this extensive empire, 
we will proceed through the various provinces, beginning with 
the northern, called 

ERREEF, or RIF. 

This province extending along the shore of the Mediterranean 
sea, produces com and cattle in abundance; that part of it 
Contiguous to Teiuan produces the most delicious oranges in 
the world; also figs, grapes, melons, apricots, plums, straw- 
berries, applts, pears, pomgranates, citrons, lemons, limes, and 
the refreshing fruit of the opnntia, or prickly pear, called by 
the Arabs (Kermuse Ensarrah) Christian Hg. This fruit was 
probably first brought into the country from the Canary Islands, 
as it abounds in Siise, and is called by the Shelluhs of South 
Atlas, (Takanarite) ihe Canary fruit. A ridge of mountains 
passes from Tangier, along this province to the eastward, as 
far as Bona, in Algiers; these mountains are called Jibbel Erreef 
by tiie natives, and the Lesser Atlas by Europeans. 

EL GARB. 

The next province is called El Garb * (g guttural.) U is of the 

• This is the weslernmost province of Morocco northward, as its name 
denotes. El Garb signifjiog the West. There is a tradition nmong the Arnbians, 
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same nature with that already described ; from the port of El 
Araiche, eastward, as far as the foot of Atlas, is a fine champaign 
country, extremely abundant in wheat and barley : here are 
the extensive plains of Emsharrah Rumellah, famous for the 
camp of Muley Ismael, great grandfather of the present Em- 
peror Soliman, where he retained his army of Bukarrie Blacks 
to the amount of one hundred thousand horse. This army 
|K>ssessed the finest horses in the empire. The remains of the 
habitations are still discernible. There is a forest eastward of 
El Araiche of considerable extent, consisting chiefly of oak, 
with some cork, and other valuable large trees ; more to the 
southward and eastward, we discover a forest of cork only, the 
trees of which are as large as full grown oaks. From Mequinas 
to Muley Idris Zerone, the renowned sanctuary at the foot of 
Atlas, east of the city of Mequinas, the country is flat, with 
gentle hills occasionally, and inhabited by the tribe of Ait 
Imure, a Kabyle which dwells in straggling tents, and a warlike 
tribe of Berebbers. The Emperor Seedy Mohammed, father to 
the reigning Emperor Soliman, used to denominate the Ait 
Imure the English of Barbary.* 

that it was originally united to Trafalgar and Gibraltar, shatting up the MediUyr- 
ranean sea, the waters from which passed into the western ocean by a sub- 
terraneous passage; and at this day tliey call Trafalgar Traf-el-garb, i. e. the 
piece or part of Bl Garb; and Gibraltar JibbeUtraf, i. e. the mountain of the 
piece, or part of £1 Garb. 

* The ignorance of the Mohammedans in geography, added to their vanity, 
induces them to imagine that the empire of Morocco is nearly as large as all 
Europe, and they accordingly ascribe to the inhabitants of the various provinces 
the character of some European nation : thus the warlike Ait Imure are compared 
to the English, the people of Duqueila to the Spaniards, and those of Sbawia to 
the Russians. 



Fas and Benikassen. IS 

THE DISTHICT OF FAS, AND PROVINCE OF BENIUASSEN. 

The country between Fas and Mequinas, and from thence to 
Salee, is of the same description as the foregoing; a rich cham- 
paign, abounding prodigiously in corn, and inhabited altogether 
by Arabs, with the exception, however, of the Zimur'h Shclluh, 
another Iv.ibyle of Bert^bbers. In short, ihc whole northern* 
division of this empire is an uninterrupted cornfield; a rich 
black, and sonieiimes red soil, without stones or clay, with 
scaiCLly any wood upon it (i he forests before mentioned, and 
tJie olive plaiitaiions and gardens about the cities of Fas and 
Mcquinrts excepted), but incalculably productive. The inha- 
bitants do not use dung, but reap the corn high from the ground, 
and burn the stubble, the ashes of which serve as manure. 
During tliis period of the year, viz. August, enormous clouds 
of smoke arc seen mounting the declivities of hills and moun- 
tains, penetrating without resistance the woods, and leaving 
HOihing behind but black ashes and cinders : these fires heat 
the jimosphere considerably, as they continue burning during 
two months. In sowing, the husbandmen throw the grain on 
the giountl, and afterwards plough it In. Oats they make no 
use oi : beans, peas, caravanccs, and Indian corn, are cultivated 
occasionally in lands adjacent to rivers: the truils are similar 
to those before described, and are in great abundance, oranges 
being sold at a ducket or a dollar a thousand, at Tetuan, Salee, 
and some other places; grapes, melons, and figs of various 
kinds, and other fruits, are proportionally abundant. Cotton of 
a superior quality is grown in the environs of balee and Rabat,. 



• Tlie country north of the riTer Morbeya. See the Map. 
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also hemp. The tobacco called Mequinasi, so much esteemed 
for making snuff", is the produce of the province of Beuihassen, 
as well as the country adjacent to the city of MequJnas. 



PROVINCES OF TEMSENA, SHAWIA, DUQUELLA, A8DA, SIIEDUA ; AND 
THE DISTRICT OF MAROCCO. 

These are most productive in corn ; the crop of one year would 
be sufficient for the consumption of the whole empire, provided 
all the ground capable of producing wheat and barley were to 
be sown. These fine provinces abound in hoises and horned 
cattle ; their flocks are numerous, and the horses of Abda are of 
the mose select breed in the country. The cavalry of Temsena 
is the best appointed of the empire, excepting the black troops 
of the Emperor, called Abeed Seedy Bukarrie. 

Two falls of rain in Abda are sufficient to bring to maturity 
a good crop of wheat ; nor does the soil require more. The 
water-melons of Duquella are of a prodigious size, and indeed 
everything thrives in this prolific province: horses, horned 
cattle, the flocks, nay even the dogs and cats, all appear in 
good condition. The inhabitants are, for the most part, a labo- 
rious and trading people, and great speculators : they grow 
tobacco for the markets of Soudan and Timbuctoo. Nearly 
midway between Saffise and Marocco is a large salt lake, from 
which many camels are daily loaded with salt for the interior. 

The province of Shedma produces wheat and barley; its 
fruits are not so rich as those of the north, orofSuse ; it abounds 
however in cattle. Of goats it furnishes annually an incalcu- 
lable number, the skins of which form a principal article of 
exportation from the port of Mogodor; and such is the ani- 
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mosity and opposition often among the merchants there, that 
they have sometimes given as much for the skin, as the animal 
itself was sold for- Honey, wax, and tohacco are produced in 
this province ; the two Ibrmer in great abundance ; also gum 
araljic, called hy liie Arabs Alk Tolh, but of an inferior quality 
to that of the Marocco district. 

PROVINCE OF IIAHA. 

Haha is a country of great extent, interspersed with mountaina 
and valleys, hills and dales, and inhabited by twelve Kabyles 
of Shelluhs, This is the Hrst province, from tlie shores ol the 
Mediterranean, in which villages and walled habitations are met 
with, scattered through the country ; the before nientioneU 
provinces {with the exception of the sea-port towns and the 
cities of Fas, Mequinas, Marocco, and Muley Idris Zcione) being 
altogether inhabited by Arabs living in tents. The houses of 
Haha are built of stone, each having a tower, and are ertcled 
on elevated situations, forming a pleasing view to the traveller. 
Here we find forests of t,he argan tree, which produces olives, 
from the kernel of which the Shelluhs express an oil,* much 
superior to butler for frying fish ; it is also employed economi- 
cally for lamps, a pint of it burning nearly as long as double 
the quantity of olive or sallad oil. Wax, gum-sandrac and 
arable, almonds, hitler and sweet, and oil of olives, are the 
productions of this picturesque province, besides grapes, water- 
melons, citrons, pomgranales, oranges, lemons, limes, pears, 
apricots, and other fruits. Barley is more abundant than v/heat. 

* This oil possesses a powerfal smell, which is extracted from it by boiling 
vith it an onion nnti the crumb ofa loaf; witiiuul this preparation it is said to 
possess qualities productive of leprous affection. 
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Tbc ShellahB oTHaha are pbysiogaomically distmguishable (by 
a pcnsoo who has resided any tirae among them) from the Arabs 
of the pJaias, from the Moore of the towns, and from the Bereb- 
bers ofXorth Atlas, and even from the Shcltuhs ofSusc, though 
in their language, Tnantiers, and mode of living they resemble 
the latter. The mountains of Haha produce the famous wood 
called Arar, which is proof against rot or the worm. Some 
beams of this wood taken down from the roof of my dwelling- 
house at Agadeer, which had been up fifty years, were found 
perfectly sound, and free from decay. 

PROVINCE OF SDSE. 

We now come toSusc, the most extensive, and, excepting grain, 
tlie richest province of the empire. The olive, the almond, the 
date, the orange, the grape, and all the other fruits produced 
in the northern provinces abound here, particularly about the 
city of Terodant (the capital of Suse, formerly a kingdom), 
Ras-el-Wtd, and in the mountains of Edautenan.* The grapes 
of Edautenun arc exquisitely rich. Indigo grows wild in all 
the low lands, and is of a vivid blue; but the natives do not 
pcfcctly understand the preparation of it for the purpose of 
dying. 

Suse contains many warlike tribes, among which are Howara, 
VVoled Abbusebah, and Ait Bamaran; these are Arabs; — 

• Norlh of Snnlft Cnt, and luuth-east of Cape de G«er, are Gevcral loft; 
toaocpuiblff mnnnlHint, proceeding I'rom the tnaio chain of Atl», which form 
Rotnc iDlvrinvdiiK! pliiini, iiihabiled by a hold iind wnrlikc race of Sbelluhs, 
deooniuKted i>luuleiikn. On ncrouot ofceruin ewenliiil xervices afforded by 
tbiiipropk U> Muley Isuael, or Mine ancient Empetvi of JViarocco, Lhey are 
free from all impost* and taxes, a prtviiege which ia cooBrmed to ibeD, wbco- 




Pim^'nre of Suse. ti 

6hlukfl,£lala, Edaukit, Ait Alter, Kttiwa, Msegina, and Idau- 
tenan, who are Shcltuds. 

Tliere is noi, perhaps, a finer climate in the world than thai 
oFSuse, generally, if we except the disagreaMe season of the hot 
winds, h is said, however, and it is a phenomenon, that at Akka 
rain never falls ; it is extremely hot there in the moiulis of 
Jtme, July, and August ; about the beginning of September tlw 
fShume) hot wind from Sahara blows with violence during 
three, seven, fourteen, or twenty-one days.* One year, however, 
whilst I resided at (Agadeer) Santa Cruz, it blew twenty-eight 
days; bullhiswas anexlraordinary iimance.* The heat is so ex- 
treme during the prevalence uf the Shnme, that it is not possible 
towalk out ; the ground burns the feet ; and the terraced roofs 
of the honses are frequently peeled off by the parching heat of 
the wind, which resembles that which proceeds from the mouth 
of an oven: at this time clothes are oppressive. These violent 
winds introduce the rainy season. 

The (Lutseb) sugar-cane grows spontaneously about Tero- 
dant. Cotton, indigo, gum, and various kinds of medicinal 
herbs are produced here. The stick liquorice is so abundant 
that it is called (Arl; Suse) the root of Suse. The olive planta* 
irons in different pans of Suse are extensive, and extremely pixi- 
dUaive: about Ras-cl-Wcd and Terodant a traveller may pro- 
ceed two days through these plantations, which form an unin* 

ever a new Emperor ascends the throne of Morocco. They iresr their baif 
loog behind, but shaved, or short, before; they have an interesting and warlike 
appearance. 

* If it bluw more than three days, it \s expected to caotinne «eveo; and if 
it exceed seven, it i^ said to cuntijiue fourteen, and ^o on. During llie yean 
tlut I was in the coanlry, it never blew at Mogodor more than three or seren. 
■ ' t The Bosbaw then iolormed inetfaHtbebad never before kaown it (oowntiniie 
nore than twenty-one days, aad he was a man of seventy, and a, native of Suse. 
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terrupled shade impenetrable to the rays of the sun ; the same 
may be saidoftheplanlationsof the ahnond, which also abound 
in this province. Of corn they sow sufficient only for their 
own annual consumptioji ; and akhough the whole country 
might be made one continued vineyard, yet they plant but i 
few vines; for wine being prohibited, they require no more 
grapes than they can consume themselves, or dispose of in the 
natural state. The Jews, however, make a li(tle wine and 
brandy from the grape, as well as from the raisin. The date, 
which here begins to produce a hi\urious fruit, is found in per- 
fection on the confines of the Desert in Lowei- Suse. At Akka 
and Tatta tlie pahn or date-tree is very small, but extremely 
productive; and although the fruit be not made an article of 
trade, as at Tafilelt, it is exquisitely flavoured, and possesses^] 
various qualities. The mosi esteemed kind of date is the Butube, 
the next is the Buskrie. 

Suse produces mure almonds and oil of olives than all the 
other provinces collectively. (Gum Amarad) a red gum par- 
taking of the intermediale quality between the (tolh gum) 
gum aiabic and tbe Aurwar, or Alk Soudan Senegal gum, 
is first found in this province. Wax is produced in great 
abundance; also gum euphorbium, gum sandrac, wild thyme, 
worm-seed, orriss root, orchillo weed, and coloquinth. Anti- 
mony, salt-petre of a superior quality, copper, and silver, are 
found here; the two latter in abundance about Elala, and In 
Shluka. 

DRAIIA AND TAriLELT. 

Draha and Tafilelt produce a superior breed of goats, and a 
great abundance of dates : the couutries situated near ihc bauks 
of the livers of Draha and Tafilelt have several plantations of 
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Indian com, rice, and indigo. Tliere are upwaids uf thirty 
sorts of dates in this part of Bled-ei-jerrede;* the best and 
most esteemed is that called Butuhe, which is seldom brought 
to Europe, as it will not keep so long as the Admoh date, ilie 
kind imported into England, but considered by the natives of 
Tafilelt so inferior, that it is given only to the cattle; it is of 
a very indi((estive quality; when a Filelly+ Arab has eaten 
too many dates, and finds them oppressive, he has recourse to 
dried fish, which, it is said, counteracts iheir ill L-flects. This 
fruit forms the principal food of the inhabitants of Blcd-el- 
jerrede, of which Tafilelt is a part; the produce of one planta- 
tion near the imperial place? at Tafilelt sold some few years 
past for five thousand dollars, although they are so abundant 
there rhat a camel load, or three quintals, is sold for two dollars. 
The face of the country from the Ruins of Pharoah to the pahice 
of Tafilelt is as follows : 

Tafilelt is eight (erhellat § de lowd) dajs journey on horse- 
back from the Ruins of Pharoah; proceeding eastward fi-om 
these ruins, the traveller immediately ascends ihe lolly Atlas, 
and on the third day, about suu-set, reaches the plains on the 
other side; the remaining five days journey is through a wide 
extended plain totally destitute of vegetation, and on which 



* Bled -e ] -J erred e U (be counlry situated between the maritime slates of Uarbar'y 
and Sahara, or the Desert. 

f FileDy is the term givea to the natives of TaGlelliOs Draiiawie is lo ihuse of 
Draha. 

X The father of the present Sullaon Soliman built a msgnilicent palace on tfie 
banks of die river of Tafilelt, which bounds bis domiaiuiis to the eastward ; the 
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e of iniirble, and were many of tlicm liaiisported across the Alias, havi, 
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been collected tVom ihe (Ukser Farawan) Iluins of Pharuah, near lo the sanciuary 
of Muley Oris Zerone, west of Alias. 

^ A horse erhella (or day's journey) is ihirty-five inil« English. 
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rain never falls ; the soil is a whitish clay, impregnated with 
salt, which when moistened resembles soap. A river, which 
rises in the Alias, passes through this vast plain Jrom the 
soutli-west to the northeast; at Tafilelt it is described to be as 
wide as the Morbeya at Azamor in West Barbary, that is, about 
the width of the Thames at Putney ; the water of this river re- 
ceives a brackish taste, by passing through the sarline plains: 
after running a course of fifteen erhellat,+ or four hundred and 
Hfty miles, it is absorbed in the desert of Angad. It has several 
{I'ulcsebbat) castles of teiTace wall on its banks, inhabited by 
(lie (Sherreefs) princes of the reignin;» family of Marocco. 
Latterly wheat and barley have been cultivated nt:nr the river 
and the castles. The (bod of the inhabitants, who are Arabs, 
consists, (or the most part (as already observed), in dates ; their 
principal meal is after sun-set, the heat being so intolerable as 
not to suffer them to eat any thing substantial while the sun is 
above the liorizon. 

There is another river, inferior to the one before menlioncd, 
which vises in the plains north of Talilelt, and flowing in a 
southerly direction, is absoHjed in the great desert, of Sahara : 
tiie water of this river is so very brackish, as to he unfit for 
culinary purposes ; it is of a colour similar to chalk and water, 
but if left to stand in a vessel during the night it becomes clear 
by the morning, though it is still loo salt to driuk. These ex- 
tensive plains abound every where in water, which is found at the 
depth of two cubits,* hut so brackish as to be palatable only to 
those who have been long accustomed to the use of it. 



* Ad orilinary erlelln is thirty English tniies. 
t A CttbilU tn€oVy-oDe iathes. 
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The people have among themselves a strict sense of honour; 
a robbery has scarcely been kuown iu the memory of the oldest 
man, though tliey use no locks or bars. Commercial transac- 
tions being for the most part in the way of barter or exchange, 
they need but little specie t gold dust is the circulating medium 
in all transactions of magnitude. They live in the simple pa- 
triarchal manner of the Arabs, differing from them only in 
having walled habitations, which are invariably near the river. 

It is intensely hot here, during a great part of the year, tlie 
(Shume) wind from Sahara blowing tempestuously iu July, 
August, and September, carrying with it particles of earth 
and sand, which are very pernicious lo the eyes, and produce 
ophthalmia. 

A considerable trade is carried on from this place to Tim- 
buctuo, Houssa, and Jinuie, south of Sahara, and to Marocco, 
Fas, Suse, Algiers, Tunis, and Trijjoli. Indigo abounds here, 
but from the indolence of the cultivators it is of an inferior 
quality. 1 here are mines of antimony and lead ore: the 
Eikahol Filclly, * so much used by the Arabs and African 
women to gives a softness to the eyes, and to blackeu the eye- 
brows, is the produce of this country. The common dress of 
the inhabitants consists of a loose shirt of blue cotton, with a 
shawl or belt round the waist. 

An Akkabah, or accumulated caravan, goes annually from 
hence to 'I'imbuctoo. 

\^'oollen ha)ks-f' for garments are manufactured here of a 
curious texture, extremely light and fine^ called £1 Hailc 
Fileliy. 

• Eikahol Fiidiy slgniliea lead ore of Tat5lell. 

t I he biij'k ol' the Arabs is a plain piece uf cloth, of wool, cotton, or sith, and 
» tbrowD aver their under diess, somewhat simitar to the Koman toga. 




pi Population of the Plains of Tqfildt^ 

If we except the habitations and castles near the river^ tho 
population of the plains is very inconsiderable $ a few tents of 
the Arabs whose original stock inhabit Sahara, are occasionally 
discovered, which serve to break the uniformity of the unvaried 
horizon. A person who imagines a vast plain* bounded by an 
even horizon, similar to the $ea out of sight of landi will have 
^n accurate idea of this country. 

The goats of Tafilelt are uncommonly large; there is a breed 
of them preserved by the Emperor of Marocco on the island of 
jVIogodor, 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Populalion of the Empire of Marocco. — Account of Us Sea-ports ^ 

Cities^ and Towns. 



Various and contradictory statemenls have been made by 
travellers, of the population of this country. From all the 
accounts which I have been able to collect on the subject, and 
from authentic information, extracted from the Imperial Re- 
gister, of the inhabitants of each province,! think the following 
as correct a statement as can possibly be made : 

Inhabitants. 

The city of Marocco 

Fas, old and new city 

Mequinas 

Muley Dris Zerone 

Tetuan 



Tangier 

Arzilla 

El Araiche 

Mamora 

Salee 

Rabat 



270,000 

380,000 

110,000 

12,000 

16, coo 

6,000 



1,000 

3,000 
300 

18,000 
25,000 



Total 



841,300 
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Population. 



Brought over 
£1 Mensoria, Fedalla, and £1 Kasser 1 
Kabeer J 

Dar el Beida • -. 

Azamor - - • - 

Mazagan, Tet, and £1 Woladia 
Saffy, or Asfee 
Mogodor, or Sueerah 
Santa Cruz, or Agadeer 
Terodant ... 

Messa - - . 



Inhabitants. 
841,300 

1,000 

' 1,000 
1,000 
3,000 

IS, 000 

10,000 

300 

25,000 

1,000 



Total population of the towns 


895,600 


The Province of Erreef 


200,000 


El Garb 


200,000 


Benihassen 


300,000 


Tedla 


450,000 


District of Fas, exclusive of the ' 

* 

cities or towns 


1,280,000 


Duquella 


966,000 


Temsena and Shawia 


1,160,000 


Abda 


500,000 


Shedma 


550,000 


District of Marocco 


1,250,000 


Haha 


708,000 


Drs^ha 


350,000 



Carried forward 



7,914,000 



Population* 
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Inhabitants. 


Brought forward, 


7»914iOOO 


Suse^ viz. 




Benitamer, .... 


11,000 


Idauteuan, - - 


10,000 


Msegina - - 


87,000 


Exima, . • . -' 


11,000 


Howara - - . - 


80,000 


Kitiwa - 


50,000 


Shtuka . , . 


380,000 


Ait Bamaran - . . 


300,000 


Wedinoon ... 


200,000 


Ras el Wed 


80,000 


Elala - . . . 


25,000 


Seedi Hariied O Musa sanctuary and district 20,000 


Akka, and territory 


10,000 


Tatta, and ditto 


10,000 


Ufran, or Ifran • • . 


10,000 


llirgh . . - - 


10,000 


Messa, and territory 


10,000 


Teeselerst . - - - 


25,000 


The district of Agadeer, or Santa CruZj'J 




including Tildi, Taddert, and Ta- > 


1,000 


maract - - - - j 




Woled Busebbah, the part of that Ka-") 
byle, which now inhabits Suse 3 


1,000 


AitAtter . . . - 


360,000 


Idaultit, - . . - 


400,000 



Carried over 



10,005,000 



2H 



Population. 



Brought over 
Inrerior Kabyles, forming other parts') 
of Suse, not specified ) 



InbabitaDts. 
10,005,000 

336,000 
10,341,000 



} 



Total, 
The tribes of the Berebbers of North 

Atlas altogether 
District of Tiifilelt 
Provinces of the Marocco Empire, West 1 

of Atlas J 

Inland cities, towns, and ports 



Total population of the whole empire, ^ 



including Tatilelt 



3,000,000 
650,000 

10,341,000 
895,600 

14,886,600 
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Persons who have travelled through the country, unac- 
quainted with the mode of living of the inhabitants, may, 
probably, consider the above as an exaggerated statement : 
but it should be understood, that a stranger, in such cases, 
sees little of the population, as the various douars of Arabs 
are at a considerable distance from the roads, from which 
they always retire, to avoid the visits of travellers, wliom they 
are compelled, by the laws of hospitality, to furnish with 
necessary provisions for three days, without receiving any 
pecuniary remuneration; of this fact travellers, in general, 
have not been apprised, and have, in consequence, formed 
calculations which repiescnt the population very inferior to 
what it actually is. 



Meilla. — Bedis de Gomaira. td 

The western coast of Marocco is defended with numerous 
rocks, level with the surface of the water, which extend along 
the shore in various parts, from the Streights of Gibraltar to 
Agadeer : we find, however, occasionally « in the in tei mediate 
places, an extensive beach, where the water is shallow, and 
the surf runs high. The empire of Marocco is separated from 
Algiers by the river Muluwia, which falls into the Mediter- 
ranean sea, in long, W. from London, P30'. 

The sea-f>orts of this empire have but a limited commerce 
with foreign nations: and are consequently neither very exten* 
sive nor populous. 

Proceeding along the coast of the Mediterranean, we come to 
the town of Melilla, (the ancient Ryssadiriun>,) trailed by the 
Arabs Melilia, in possession of the Spaniards, who have a gar- 
rison here; the country, in its vicinity, aboiuids with wax and 
honey, which latter is equal to that of Minorca, and when kept 
a year, is nearly as hard and white as loaf sugar. The Golhs, 
in whose possession Melilla was when the Arabs invaded the 
country, abandoned it; and the latter, after relaiiiing it some 
years, forsook it to dwell in their tents. The Spaniards took pos- 
session of it about the beginning of the 15th century. It was 
besieged by Seedy Mohammed ben Abdallah, Emperor of 
Marocco, in the year 1774, but without effect. 

The next town worthy of notice is Bedis de Gomaira, situated 
between two mountains, at the bottom of which there was an- 
ciently a city called Bedis, supposed to have been founded by 
the Carthaginians. The Arabs call it Belis, and some Euro- 
peans, by a corruption of the word, Velis, the name given it in 
most of our maps and charts. In the neighbourhood of this place 
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Tetaan, 



ure forests of excellent timber, with which the Moora, before the 
Spaniards obtained possession of it, built Hshing- vessels. 

Proceeding from hence westward, we discover the river 
Busega, near Tetuaii, or Tetawan, as it is called by the Arabs, 
where some of the Emperor's gallics occasionally winter. About 
four miles inland from the roadstead, stands the town of Tetuan, 
in the province of El Garb : this town is built on the declivity 
of a rocky hill, but is neither large nor strong: its wails are 
built of mud and mortar, framed in wooden cases, and beaten 
down with mallets. The inhabitants are rich from commerce, 
receiving from Spain and Gibraltar dollars, German linens, and 
cloths, also British manufactures, for which ihcy barter wax, 
skins, leather! raisins, almonds, olives, oranges, honey, kc. It 
is inhabited by Moors and Jews, who, for the most part, speak 
a corrupt Spanish, in which language their commercial nego 
ciations are transacted. The environs of 1 etuan abound in gar- 
dens of the most delicious fruits; here are grown the finest 
oranges in the world, and they are in great abundance; the 
adjacent country abounds also in vineyards, the grapes of 
which are exquisite, and in great variety. From the raisins and 
figs the Jews distil an ardent spirit (called Mahaya), which, 
when a year old, is similar to the Irish usquebah, and tliey pre- 
fer it to European brandy or rum, because it does not (as they 
pretend) heat the blood : they drink inimoderately of this spirit, 
and generally take a glass of it before eating. 

Tetuan was founded, according to report, by the Africans, 
and was a populous town at the lime the Moors were driven out 
oi Spain. It was the place of residence for many of the consuls 
of the European powers, till the year 1 1 10, when au Englishman 
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having shot or wounded a Moor, all the Europeans were 
ordered to quit the place, and the Emperor Seedy Mohammed 
declared, he would never suffer an European to settle there 
again. It is remarkable, that in this declaration he literally 
kept his word 

This port carried on a considerable trade in provisions with 
Gibraltar, as vessels are obliged to come here in preference to 
Tangier, whenever the wind is in the west, and does not permit 
them to make the latter place; at this time ships may He in 
security, and our fleets often water and victual here, as did 
that of the immortal Nelson, previous to his victory in Abou- 
keer Bay. 

We next come to Gibta, or Ceuta, as It is called by Europeans ; 
it is situated near (Jibbel d'Zatute) Ape's Mountain, called by 
the ancients Abyla, one of the pillars of Hercules. 

The town of Ceuta is probably of Carthaginian origin ; the 
Romans colonized it; it afterwards became the metropolis of 
the places which the Goths held in Hispania Transjrelana ; was 
next occupied by the Arabs; and, in 1415, taken by ihe Por- 
tugueze; it is now in ihe possession of Spain. It is celebrated 
for the strength of its fortifications, its advantageous situation 
at the entrance of the Mediterranean, being the nearest point 
to Europe. It is situated on a rising ground, at the foot of the 
mountain ; near it stands the mountain with seven summits, 
called by the Arabs Sebat Jibbel, and by the ancients, Septeni 
Fratres. If the Emperor Yezzed had succeeded in taking Ceula, 
which he twice besieged about the close of the last century, 

* There is id the middle of Ihe town a tnatlamoia, or dungeotij where they 
used to confine thejr Chrutian captives taken b^ the coraairs. 
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without success, his inteution was to harass the trade of the 
European nations, by fitting out galiies and rovers, for the 
purpose of capturing and carrying the merchant ships into 
Tangier, Tetuan, and Ctuta, as they passed through the 
Streighls; but the place is capable, on the land side, of resisting 
every attack that may be made upon it by the Mohan)medans, 
unless they were aided by some European naval force. 

The whole coast from hence to Tangier, the next town we 
come to, is rugged, and interspersed with projecting ciitb. 
'I angier, anciently called Tinjis, and Tingia, and now, by the 
Arabs, Tinjiah, is situated at the western mouth of the Streights, 
and a day's journey distant from Tetuan. This town was. first 
possessed by the Ron)ans, next by the Goths, and was given up 
by Count Julian to the Mohammedans. It was taken in the 
15th century by the crown of Portugal, which gave it, in 166^, 
as part of the dowry of the princess Catherine of Portugal, upon 
her marriage to Charles the Second of England. The Englisht 
however, finding the expenses of keeping it to exceed the ad- 
vantages derived from the possession of it, abandoned it in 
1684, after destroying the mole and fortifications. It still retains 
some batteries in good condition, facing the bay, at the bottom 
of which is a river, and the remains of the bridge of Old 
I'angier; but the sand has so accumulated at the mouth of 
this river, that the bridge, had it stood, would have been now 
useless. 

Tangier is favourable to Moorish piracy, even without the 
possession of Ceuta, being the narrowest part of the Streights; 
but it will never become a commercial town, having but few pro- 
ductions in its vicinage. The Sj>aniard8 here ship eggs, fdwls, 
vegetables, and some fruits ; but the chief exports are cattle and 
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edible vegetables, wbicb are carried to Gibraltar for the supply 
of the garrison: this supply is allowetl by the Emperor, not 
perhaps from any predilection towards us (although he appa- 
rently prefers the English to any other Europeau power), but 
because ii. was a grant from his great grandfather Mulcy Isniael, 
whose successors have not infringed on the ordinances of their 
renowned ancestor, the Mohammedans having a great respect 
for the deeds of their forefathers. 

Westward of Tangier is Cape Spartel, the headland which 
divides the Streights from the western ocean; afier doubling 
this Cape, at the distance of 15 miles, stands the litde town of 
Arzilla, called by the Carthaginians Zilia, and by the Romans, 
who had a garrison here, Julia Traducta ; it belonged after- 
wards to the Goths, and latterly to the Mohammedans. Al- 
phonso of Portugal look it in 1741 ; but about the end of the 
1 6th century, it was abandoned by the Portuguese, and again 
fell into the hands of the Moors, A river discharges itself at 
this place into the ocean ; but there is no trade carried on. 

Proceeding down the coast southward, we discover, at the 
distance of 33 miles, the town of El Araiche, standing on the 
river El K.os. El Araicc, whence its name is derived, signifiesi 
in ihe Arabic, flower, or pleasure gardens.* This was formerly 
a town of some commerce; remains of the commercial houses, 
which appear to have been large and spacious, still exist. The 
adjacent country is very fine and productive, and furnishes 
corn, wax, and oil, the two former iti abundance; it also con- 
tahis woods of full-grown trees, fit for ship building. The river 
El Kos has a bar of sand at its entrance, hut is suHiciently deep 



It,* In distinction from El Bahairn, which impliec n kJlciien garden,' 




34 El Araiche. 

to admit ships of 100 tons. The gardens of the Hesperides 
have been supposed to have been situated here. 

El Araiche was fortified about the end of the 16th century 
by Mulcy ben Nassar; in 1610 it was given up to Spain, and iji 
1689 retaken by Muley Ismael. There is an excellent market- 
place in the town : the castle, which commands the entrance of 
the road, is in good repair, and the guns well mounted^ an un- 
common thing in this country: and it is further strengthened 
by several batteries on the banks of the river. The French 
entered the river in 1 765, but by a feint of the Moors, they were 
induced to go too far up, when they were surrounded by superior 
numbers, and fell victims to their own impetuosity. 

Some foreign commerce was carried on here by the nations of 
Europe so late as the year 1 780, when the Emperor Seedy Mo* 
hammed, for some reason unavowed, caused it to be evacuated, 
and ordered the Europeans to quit it ; some of whom went to 
Mogodor, and others to Europe. 

The larger vessels of the Emperor, which,, however, are but 
small, when compared to our ships of the line, generally winter 
in a cove on the north side of the river, where there are maga- 
zines of naval stores, sufficient for the equipment of such force. 
The soil is sandy, and too loose to admit of the erection of 
stocks for ship building. The road is not secure in winter, 
when the winds blow from the south arid west, but from April 
to September inclusive, it is a safe anchorage. El Araiche 
stands in 35*" 11' N. lat. 

Proceeding s<Hithward from El Araiche, we reach Maheduma 
(or Mamora, as it is called by Europeans), distant sixty-five 
miles. This town is situated on an eminence, close to the 
river, near the southern banks ; it is a poor neglected place, the 



ferrymen and Ihe inhabiiants oC which subsist by fishing for 
(Shebbel) a species of salmon, of which they take an incredible 
quanlity, for the supply of the interior, as well as the neigh- 
bouripg country, from tlic autunui till the spruig. 

The country hereabouts is a continueti plain, in which are 
three fresh-water Jalies, one of which is 20 miles in length. 
This country was formerly populous, but the incalculal>le 
number of musquilos, gnats, nippers, and other annoying in- 
sects, have obliged the inhabitants to quit the place. These 
lakes abound in eels, which are taken and salted for preserva- 
tion and sale; dutks and all kinds of water-iowl also abound 
on them. Skiffs made of the fan palm and of rushes, about seven 
feet long and two broad, ate used by the fisherman, who guides 
them with a pole, and pierces the eels with a lance, or long 
dart, when lie sees them in the water, which is not deep. There 
are a few insulated spots in the largest lake, on which are 
(Zawiat) sanctuaries, inhabited by the Maraboots, who are 
held in veneration by the inhabitants of the plains. The plains 
and valleys are deliohtfully pleasant in the mouths of March 
and April; but in June, July, and August, when musquitos are 
so indescribably troublesome, they are iiarclied up. On an 
eminence, at the southern extremity towards the river Seboo, is 
a sanctuary and asylnm for travellers, annexed to which are 
several gardens and plantations of olives and almonds The 
sand bank at the mouth of the Seboo has partially disappeared 
and perhaps a liltle nautical skill might make the river navi- 
gable with safety to ships of 200 tons burden. 

Travelling to the south from Mehedunia, at the distance of 
sixteen miles we reach Slaa, or Salec, on the northern bank of 
tbe river, which is formed by the junction of the streams of the 
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Buregreg and Wieroo ; the river at Salee was formerly capable 
of receiving large- vessels; when going thence, however, a few 
years since, to Mogoclor, ihe vessel which conveyed me, being 
about 150 tons bnrden, struck three times on the bar; and as 
ihc sand continues to accumulate, it is likely that in another 
century there will be a separation from the ocean at ebb tide, 
as is the case in some of the rivers of Haha and Suse already 
mentioned. 

Salee is encompassed by a strong wall, about ihirty-five feet 
high and three feet thick, on the top of which are battlements 
flanked with towers of considerable .strength. At the south-west 
corner of the town there is a battery o!" twenty-four pieces of 
cannon, which commands the entrance of the Buregreg. To the 
north of the town, in the plains, are the remains of many gar- 
dens, and ihe ruins of a town, built by Muley Ismael for his 
(Abeed Seedy Bukaree) black troops. When I visited Salee, I 
was conducted to the subterraneous apartment, where the Eu- 
ropeans were formerly confined, who had the misfortune to 
fall into the hands of these miscreants :* it is a miserable 
dungeon, though spacious. The streets of Salee, like tliose of all 
old towns in tliis country, are narrow; and the Kasseria, or de- 
partment for shops and buying and selling, as well as many of 
the streets, Iiave a cano))y which extends across from house to 
house, which is expedient to the comfoi t of the people, protect- 
ing them from the fierce cfiulgence of the meridian sun. Sdl^e 
stands in 34" 2' N. lat. 

After crossing the river we enter the town of Rabat, sometimes 



* It in well known ihst ihe vessels formerly fitted out by the towD of Sal^i foe 
the purpose or ciipluring ihe deteDceless merchant shifts of Europe, were oavi- 
gHed by desperate bfincljui. 
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dcnominalcd New Sal6e, whicli is more niodern, and rather 
larger llian Salee. European Victories have been established 
at different times in Rabat, but have been frequently quitted, 
or altogether abandoned, on account of some new order from 
tlic Emperor, the instability of whose decrees, whenever they 
relate toconimerce, is but toowell known. At other times these 
establishments have been neglected from the insufficiency of the 
supplies from Europe, owing to a want of confidence in the 
security of property in a country whose affaiis are directed too 
frequently by the momentary impulse of a despot, who often 
orders, judges, and executes, without considering cause or con- 
sequence. The walls of this town enclose a number of gardens, 
orchards, and corn-fields. Near the entrance of the liver, at 
Rabat, on an eminence, are to be seen the ruins of an old castle, 
built by the Sultan El Monsor, in ihe !2th century : some sub- 
terraneous magazines, remarkable for tiieir strength, being 
bomb proof, are still preserved ; there is also the remains of a 
small battery, which defended the entrance of the river. Some 
batteries were rebuilt here in 177 4, on a more extensive plan, 
but the engineer has made the embrasures so close, that it 
would be inconvenient to work the guns against an attacking 
enemy. At a short distance south of the castle, on an elevated 
situation, is a square fort erected by Muley El Arsheed. The 
walls were built by the Sultan El Monsor, when he resided here; 
they are about two miles in circuit, and strengrhencd by square 
towers ; they enclose the castle, the town of Rabat, and a large 
space of ground, where a palace, and the mausoleum of Seedy 
Mohammed, the reigning Emperor's father, stand; here lamjjs 
are burning night and day, and fakeers are continually praying 
with a loud voice, under the colonnade surrounding the latter 
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baildiogt nhicU gives an air of solemnity to the place, impretiil 
xing with awe the minds of the passengers, wlio halt and repeat I 
an ejxculatory prayer. 

The town and walls of Rabat having been built bySpani^ I 
slaves, ubcn by the Sultan El Monsor, in his wai-s with Spai'nt i 
are not very strong; and il has even been reported that th^ j 
Christians expressly built the houses weak, that the roofs might 
iiJi OQ the Moors, which, it is also said, actually happened, and 
ihe Eaiperor, in retaliation, ordered tlie same Spaniards to be 
decapitated at the iron gate.* 

This Sultan repaired the Human well at Sheila, and built a 
spacious mosque at Habal, the roof of which was supported by 
SCO columns of marble; to^vard the east were aparments for 
those who had employment in the mosque. Many of the rough 
marble columns are still remaining, broken and scattered about; 
there are also the remains of a large (milfere) subterraneao 
Listcm. which was attached to the mosque, the tower of which 
is called (Sma H;isscn,) the lower of Beni Hassen, so named from 
llie province in which it stands. I have frequently visited this 
curious tower, and once went to the top of it with a very in- 
genious Frenchman, the Comte de Fourban;* it is built of 
liewn stone, and is 180 feet in height : the view from it is pleas- 
ing and extensive. It has a gradual ascent to the top, made of 
a mixture of linic ami sand, which time has so hardened, that 
when (he Emperor Seedy Mohammed ordered the building to 
be destroyed [he having been informed that it was a place of 



• One of ihe entrances of Uie town. 

f The Count wat nephew to ihc Duke de Crillon, and hat) been confined in 
France during the ffign of Kolteapi^rre, but hnd effected liU esca]>e; the rigoor^ 
of his confinement, however, bi'uujjtit oa a diitorder wiiich carried him off. 
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assignation lo gratify illicit passions), the workmen, after ham- 
mering at it for several days, were able only to destroy a few 
cubits of the terraced floor ; the Emperor afterwards came to 
Rabat, and having been informed of the slow progress of the 
workmen, he himself visited the tower, and was so struck with 
the durability of the work, that he ordered them to desist, and 
caused the entrance to be closed up, which, however, has since 
been opened. A man on horseback may ride up to the top of 
this building. At every two or three circles of the terrace are 
apartments, built of solid stone. It is reported that this tower, 
the grand tower at Marocco, and the tower of Seville in Spain, 
were built after the same plan, and by the same architect, in the 
12th century. At a small distance to the norih of it, are to be 
seen the ruins of an ancient wall^ on which were formerly 
erected a battery and a castle. 

The country, in the neighbourhood, is planted with vines, 
olives, figs, pomgranates, almonds, oranges, and cotton of 
an excellent quality; at Rabat there is a manufactory of 
cotton cloth, which is made more for durability than sale. 
There are docks for ship-building at Salee, as well as at Rabat ; 
at the latter place, when I was last there, the hulls of two sloops 
of war were nearly finished ; I went aboard of them, and was 
astonished to learn that they had been built by a man who must 
have had a natural genius for ship-building, as he built them by 
the eye^ without the use of rules and compasses, a circumstance 
which appeared to me very extraordinary and incredible ; but 
I was repeatedly informed by many of the iphabitants of Rabat, 
Moors, Jews, ^md Christians, that it was a known fact, and might 
be ascertained by going to see the daily progress made in the 
building of them*^ 



Sheila, 



The road of Sal^c is dangerous for shipping, and the accu- 
raulalion of sand at the entrance, will scaicely permit a vessel 
of 100 ions to enter the liver without danger. Vessels may lie i 
in safety out of the river, near Rabat, from April till Septembfflr/J 
inchisive ; but they are not secure the rest of the year, the wind ] 
blowing from the southern quarter, and often obUging them to I 
quit their moorings. The best anchorage in this season, is be*i 
I ween the Mosque of Rabat and the old Tower of Hassen, having 
the latter to the north. A great number of anchors having been 
lost, much attention must be paid to the cables and buoys. 
Rabat stands in 34*3' N- lat. 

On the eastern side of Rabat is a walled town named Sheila: 
this is sacred ground, and contains many Moorish tombs, held, 
in jrcat veneration : the town is a sacred as)Iuin,and is entered' j 
only by Mobanunedans. Once, however, when I was staying at J 
Salec, Ml English captain dressed himself in the Ariibian habit, 
and accompanied by a confidential friend, entered this sacred 
town, and viewed what !iis guide told him were the tombs of 
two Roman generals; but he had not time to examine the in- 
scriptioTis thereon, for fear of exciting observation. ShcIIa was 
probably the Carthaginian metropolis on the coast of the ocean. 
Various Roman and ancient African coins used to be continually 
dug up here, but the exorbitant price given for them by soiog 
agents of European antiquarians, induced the Jews to imitate i 
them, which they did so correctly, that these amateurs were'* 
deceived; and lately people have fallen into the opposite ex-. 
Ircnic, being now so over cautious as to dispute even the 
antiques themselves; lur this reason the Moors often sell them 
to the silver and goldsmiths ibr their weight in silver. The last 
time 1 was in Africa, I collected a number ol these coins, but 
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the vessel, in which 1 was coming to England, sprung a leak, 
and roundered : and although I saved some clothes, I could not 
get at the coins, which were stowed away in a secret part of the 
ship, to be secure from discovery, io the event of our falling in 
with any French privateer. 

About twenly-Bve miles south of Rabat is a square building 
called (£1 Monsoria) the Building of El Monsor, it having been 
erected by (hat Sultan in the 1 2th century, as a refuge for 
travellers during the night ; as the adjacent country is favour- 
able to the depredations of robbers ; and the people of this 
Dcighbourhood have been noted, fnxn time immemorial, as 
mischievous plunderers. 

Following the coast southward for 25 miles more, we reach 
Fedala; where a peninsula, which forms an indifferent shelter 
to small vessels, has been called in some maps an island. The 
Emperor Seedy Mohammed, before he founded Mogodor, was 
desirous of building a city here. The situation, as to country 
and produce, is delightful; and to encourage commerce, hC 
caused the com to be brought from the Matamores* of the ad' 
jacent provinces, and allowed it to be shipped here ; it being 
cheap, he induced the merchants to build houses, as a condition 
of their being allowed to export tt; but the place, although an 
encellent situation, was abandoned soon after the corn was 
sliipped, owing to some new whim of the Emperor; for such is 
the tickle instability of the Moors, that it is no uncommon thing 
in this extraordinary country, to see a town deserted before the 
buildings are all completed, and such indeed was the case with 
this delightful place. Tbe road here is, I believe, with the 

* SnbteiraiKoili vatilti, or boles made id (be form of a cone, where corn is de- 
posited, and these being closed at tlie opening, it nill keep thirty years or more. 
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exception of that of Agadeer, the only one where ships may 
ride at anchor in security in winter, which is owing to the 
land south of the peninsula before mentioned, projecting into 
the ocean towards the west 

About twelve miles to the south of Fedala, is Dar el Beida,* 
a town formerly belonging to Portugal, but now in ruins, and 
consisting only of some huts. The plains in the vicinage of 
Dar el Beida are so abundant in grain, that when the old 
Emperor (Seedy Mohammed) reigned, he received annually 
for duties on corn shipped at this place, five or six hundred 
thousand Mexico dollars ; but since the accession of his son, 
the present Emperor, and the consequent prohibition of the 
exportation of grain, the soil here and elsewhere has lain 
fallow, as it would be useless for a people, whose mode of life 
renders their wants so few, to sow corn, without having a 
market to sell it at ; and I myself know, that in consequence 
of this prohibition, corn had become so cheap, that many 
husbandmen, after the famine and plague in 1800 had sub- 
sided, let their crops stand, the value of them being insufficient 
to pay the expense of reaping them. 

Forty-four miles south of Dar el Beida, stands the town 
of Azamore, in the Arab province of Duquella, at some dis- 
tance from the mouth of the river Morbeya ; the entrance 
to this river being dangerous, the town of Azamore is not 
adapted to commerce. The walls built here by the Portu- 
tuguese are still standing, it was beseiged in 1513 by the Duke 
of Braganza, but abandoned by the Portuguese about a century 
afterwards. 

* Formerly called Anafa, probably from the quantity of anise-seed growD ia 
the neighbourhood^ a»/^a being the Arabic word for anise-seed. 
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There is an immense quantity of storks here, insomuch that 
they considerably exceed the number of inhabitants. Tlie air 
is very salubrious. 

A little to the south of Azamore, on the northern extremity 
of the bay of Mazagan, are the ruins of Tett, which signifies in 
Arabic Titus, and is therefore supposed to be the ruins of the 
ancient city of Titus, founded by the Carthaginians On the 
southern extremity of this bay stands the town of Mazagan, 
built in 1506 by the Portuguese, and called by them Castillo 
Real, or the Royal Castle. There is a dock on the north side 
of the town, capable of admitting small vessels, but large 
vessels anchor about two miles from the shore, on account of 
the Cape of Azamore stretching so far westward, as, in the 
event of a south-west wind blowing, they would not be able to 
clear it, if they lay nearer. 

Mazagan was besieged by the Moors in 1562 ineffectual ly,« 
and in 1769 the Portuguese had resolved to abandon it when 
the Emperor Seedy Mohammed ben Abdallah laid siege to it, 
and took it, the Portuguese having previously evacuated it. 
It is a strong and well built town, having a wall twelve-feet 
thick, strengthened with bastions mounting cannon. The air 
of Mazagan is peculiarly salubrious ; the water is also excellent, 
and has a good effect on horses soon after their arrival here, 
after passing a country where that element is very indifferent, 
and is taken up in buckets from wells about one hundred feet 
deep. 

There still exists in this town a subterranean cistern, con- 
structed by the Portuguese in a very elegant style, sufficiently 
large to supply the garrison with water, which is collected 
in the rainy season from the terraces of the houses, which 
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are made with a gentle incIinaLion towards the cislerD ; this 
water becomes extremely clear, and the lime brought with it 
from the terraces, clarifies and preserves it from worms and 
corruption ; the cistern was somewhat damaged by the bombs 
thrown into the town during the siege in 1769, but it stili 
serves the purpose of preserving the water. The vaulted roof 
is supported by twenty-four columns of theTuscau order ; and 
the descent is by stairs. 

The exportation ofcornandwax from this place was ver^ft 
considerable in the time of Seedy Mohammed ben Abdallah. , 

At a short distance south-west of Mazagan, is an ancient 
town, called Bureeja, whence the Moorish name Bureeja, which 
they give to Mazagan. 

Thirty-five miles sonth of Mazagan, is the town of EI War 
ladia, situated in an extensive plain. Here is a very spacious 
harbour sufficiently extensive to contain 500 sail of the line : 
but the entrance is obstrncted by a rock or two, which, it ia 
said, might be blown up ; if this could be effected, it would be 
one of the finest harbours for shipping in the world. The coast 
of El Waladia is lined with rocks, at the bottom of which, and 
between them and the ocean, is a table land, almost even with 
the surface of the water, abounding with springs, where every 
necessary and luxury of life grows in abundance. The view of 
this land from the plains above the rocks, is extremely beauti- 
ful and picturesque. 

The town of El Waladia is small, and encompassed by a 
square wall : it contains but few inhabitants. It may have 
been built towards the middle of the 17 tb century by Muley £1 
Waled, as the name seems to indicate. 
. To the south of this, at the extremity of Cape Cantin, are. 
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the ruins of an anbient town, called by the Africans Cantin, 
probably the Conte of Leo Africanus. 

Twenty-five miles south of El Waladia, we discover the 
ancient town ofSaffy, situated between two hills, which ren- 
der it intolerably hot, and in winter very disagreeable, as the 
waters from the neighbouring mountains^ occasioned by the 
rains, discharge themselves through the main -street into the 
ocean, deluging the loWer apartments of the homes ; and this 
happens sometimes so suddenly and unexpectedly, that thte 
inhabitants have not time to remove thett* property from the 
stores. 

The walls of Safiy are extremely thick and high; it was pro- 
bably built by the Carthaginians; but in the beginning of the 
16th century it was taken by the Porlnguese^ who voluntaffily 
quitted it in 1641, after having resisted eveiy effort of the 
Moosetmin princes, who endeavoured to take it. The road is 
safe m sommer ; but in winter, when the winds blow fronii the 
south or south-west, vessels are obliged to run to sea, which I 
have known some do several times in the course 6f & month 
whilst taking in their cargoes. 

There' are many sanctuaries in the etftirons oF Safy, on 
which- accmint the Jews are obliged ta en(fer the toWn bare- 
iboted, taking- off their sandals, when they appft>abh thiesfe 
consecrated places ; and if riding, they must descend fixMh 
their mule, and enter the town on foot. The peopteof Sa€y, 
although it has* been a place of considerable trad^, partieiy- 
larly in com, afe iniittical to Europeans, fanalicaH and' bi^ 
gotied^ insoGQuch thai till lately, Christians found it an un- 
pleasant residence* The surrounding country aboundli in cera, 
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and two falls of rain a year are sufficient to bring the crops to 
inalurity. 

South of Saflfy, we come to a defile close to the road, where 
only one person can pass, called (Jerf el Eudee) the Jew s Gliff, • 
so named, (as it is reported,) from a Jew, who, in passing, 
slipped, and fell down the cavity, which is some hundred feet 
deep. 

Sixteen miles south of Saffy, we reach the river Tensift, 
which discharges itself into the ocean, near the ruins of an 
ancient town, probably the Asama of Ptolomy. Travellers 
pass the Tensift on horseback in summer, but on rafts in the 
rainy season, which, in passing, drift down to a square fort sur- 
rounded by trees, Xhib^he opposite side of the river, built by ' 
Muley Ismael for tWilkccommodation of travellers:.. r . 

Proceeding through the plains of Akkeermute, we discover 
the ruins of a large town near the foot of Jibbel el Heddid,* 
depopulated by the plague about 50 years since ; and after a 
journey of 48 miles from the river, we reach Mogodor, built by 
the Emperor Seedy Mohammed ben Abdallah ben Ismael, iu 
1760, and so named from a sanctuary in the adjacent sands, 
called Seedi Mogodol ; but the proper name is Saweera,*!^ a 
name given by the Emperor in allusion to its beauty, it being 
the only town altogether of geometrical construction in the 

empire. 

Mogodor is built on a sandy beach forming a peninsula, the 
foundation of which is rocky adjoining to a chain of lofty hillsi 
of moveable sand impelled by the wind into waves continually 

* These mountains are said to abound in iron^ as the name expresses ; Uieyaie 
covered with bole armoniac or red bole. 

t Saweera being derived from Tasawcera^ which, in the African Arabic, signifies 
n drawing or painting. 
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changing their position, resembling the billows of the ocean, 
and hence aptly denominated a sea of sand, which sandy sea 
separates it from the cultivated country. The town is defended 
from the encroachment of the sea by rocks, which extend from 
the northern to the southern gate, though at spring tides it is 
almost surrounded. There are two towns, or rather a citadel 
and an outer town; the citadel (Luksebba) contains the 
custom-house, treasury, the residence of the Alkaid, and the 
houses of the foreign merchants, together with those of some 
of the civil oflScers, &c. The Jews who arc not foreign 
merchants are obliged to reside in the outer town, which is 
walled in, and protected by batteries and cannon, as well as the 
citadel. 

The wind being high all the summer, with little intermis- 
sion, nothing will grow here in sufficient quantity to supply^ 
the inhabitants, all kinds of fruits and vegetables are therefore 
brought from gardens from four to twelve miles distant; and 
the cattle and poultry are also bix>ught from the other side of 
the sandy hills, where the country, although interspersed with 
(Harushe) stony spots, is yet capable of producing every neces- 
sary of life. The insulated situation of Mogodor, and the want 
of fresh water, which is brought from the river a mile and a 
half distant, deprive the inhabitants of all resource, except 
that of commerce, so that every individual is supported 
directly or indirectly by it : in this respect it differs from- 
every other port on the coast. The island which lies south-- 
ward of the town is about two miles in circumference, between 
which and the main-land is a passage of water, where the ships, 
anchor; but as there is but ten or twelve feet at ebb tide, sliips 
of war, or those of great burden, do not enter the port, but lie 
at anchor about a mile and a half west of the (Skalia) Long. 
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Battery, which extends along the west side of the town towards 
the sea. This battery was constructed by a Genoese, and is 
perhaps more remarkable for beauty than strength, and better 
calculated for offensive than defensive operations. Proceed- 
ing soulliward, towards the entrance of the road, we come to a 
circular battery, on which are cannon and some mortars, besides 
a curious brass gun taken by General Lord HeathGeld, during 
the siege of Gibraltar: the carriage, which is also of brass, is 
in the form of a lion, opens in the middle, and contains the 
gun within it. * Underneath this Battery is an extensive and 
copious mitfere, or cistern, into which the rain falls from the 
flat roofs or terraces during the wet season, and is sulhcient to 
supply the garrison a twelvemonth. 

Within the harbour, at the laoding-place, are two long bat- 
teries mounted with veiy handsome brass eighteen pounders, 
which were presented to the Emperor Seedy Mohammed, by 
the Dutch government. The town is defended on the land^ 
side by a battery of considerable force to the eastward, and iff 
fully adequate to keep the Shelluhs and Arabs at a distance. 

Various opinions have been given of (he strengih of Mogodi 
by the different naval officers who have visited it, and with- ' 
whom I have gone round the fortifications by permission of ihe 
Governor of the citadel; I think the best one is, that if the 
works were all completely mounted, and well manned, it would 
require six or seven large frigates to capture, or rather destroy 
the p]ace;i'for if itwcre entered by storm, a dreadful slaughter 

• A cargo of corn free of duty, was giren by the Emperor to the person who 
presented liiin wilb thin gaa. 

t When Commodore Crosby, in his Majesty's ship Trusty, accompmiied by 
three small frigiites, came down to Mogodor, he anchored ofl' the Long Battery, 
at about a mile nod a half distant; at this time the lowo was ao liitle prepnred 
for defence, that the guns were Dot mouaied, and wbca they began t» do Uii», 
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would be made among the assailants by the inhabitants from 
the tops of the houses, every house being a battery from whence 
the most destructive fire might be kept up with small arms. 
This was the case when the Arabs of Shedma, headed by their 
Sheiks, entered the town one Friday afternoon after prayers. * 
The cause was this : some persons in the town being dissa- 
tisfied with the Governor, who was a Bukarle black, or slave, 
and not a (horreh) freeman, engaged the Bashaw of Shedma -i- 
to enter the town with the chiefs of his province, assuring him, 
the people were well disposed towards him, and would, in the 
event of his forcing an entrance, give up the government to 
him, thereby securing to the town the necessary supplies of 
provisions, with which it had of late been but ill supplied, 
owing to the enmity between the Alkaid of the town, and the 
Bashaw of the neighbouring province. Things being mature 
for execution, the army of Arabs secreted themselves behind 
the sand hills in the hollows, about a miie from the town, 
whilst the Bashaw and chiefs rode in, and reached the entrance 
gate, just as it was opened after prayers, and secured the gate- 
keepers until about 1 7 or 1 8 of the chief Arabs of the province 

they were half an hoar in moanting one ! It was ondentood that the Commo- 
doie's orders were indefinite ; be was to act according to circumstances ; bat the 
Governor was apprised by the Emperor of the probability of a visit from the 
English, and had received orders at the same time to treat them in a friendly 
manner; cattle and other provisions were accordingly sent off to the ships, and 
all hostile operations were thns prevented; the Commodore departed on the 
third day after his arrival ; and the two nations continued on friendly terms with 
each other. 

* In all Mohammedan countries in Africa, the gates of the town are shut on 
the Friday during prayers, on account of an ancient superstitious tradition among 
the people, that their country will be attacked by the Christians, and taken from 
them by surprise, at that time. . 

t The Bashaw Billa. 

II 
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had passed into the town: by this time the inhabitants made a' 
desperate push, and got the gate closed again; and tlie chiefs 
running about the streets, were fired upon by the armed 
populace from the tops of the houses, until the whole were 
killed. The Bashaw took refuge in an old house near the Haha 
gate, and offered a large sum of money if they would spare his 
life, but to no purpose; he was shot by the rabble. In the mean 
time the scouts from the army secreted in the bottoms seeing 
no signal from the town for their approach, were dismayed, and 
too soon found it necessary to return to their homes, with the 
loss of the flower of the province, the most undaunted warriors, 
who had so often signalized themselves against their neigh- 
bours, the Abda and Haha clans. The Arabs entered the town 
one by one, with fixed bayonets, a very unusual thing in that 
country, and the whole was conducted in so private a manner, 
that whilst I was walking round the town with Mr. C. Layton, 
we met the Bashaw, who saluted us (for he was attached to the 
English) and said we had nothing to fear, that all would termi- 
nate (o our satisfaction before the morning. As the balls were 
flying in all directions, we went to the battery at the landing- 
place, and there remained till the tumult was over ; and whea 
we returned again into the town, were received by the Gover- 
nor with compliments of congratulation on our escape. 

Tlie houses at Mogodor are built as in other towns of the 
empire; but those of the foreign merchants are more spacious, 
having from eight to twelve rooms on a floor, which are square 
or long, and open into a gallery which surrounds a court or 
garden in the interior of the house, which, if occupied by mer- 
chants, is appropriated to the packing and stowing of goods- 
The roofs are flat and beat down with terrace, a composition of 
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lime and small stones, and when this is properly done, it will 
remain several years without admitting the rain, provided it be 
washed over once every autumn with lime white-wash: these 
terraces serve to walk on to take the air, and are preferable to 
the walks out of the town, where there is nothing but barren 
sands drifting with the wind. When, however, the trade-wind 
does not blow strong, which is but seldom the case, during the 
summer months, one may walk without being annoyed by the 
sand. 

Mogodor has a very beautiful appearance at a distance, and 
particularly from the sea, the houses being all of stone, and 
while : but on entering the streets, which cross each other at 
right angles, we are greatly disappointed, for they are narrow , 
and the houses having lew windows towards the street, ih^ 
have a sombre appearance. 

In case of an attack, Mogodor would End some difficulty in 
procuring water, which is brought from the river, about a mile 
and half to the south, in jars and casks, by mules and asses. 

The Emperor Seedy Mohammed, to impress on the minds of 
his subjects, his desire to make Mogodor the principal commer- 
cial port on the ocean, ordered the Bashaw Ben Amaran, and 
others of the great officers about his person, to bring him mortar 
and stones, whilst he with his own hands began to build a wall, 
which is still to be seen on the rocks west of the town ; and, in 
order to encourage the merchants to erect substantial houses, he 
gave them ground to build on, and allowed them to ship pro- 
dace, free of duty, by way of remuneration for their expenses. 
This is the only port which maintains a regular and uninter- 
rupted commeixial intercourse with Europe. 

A winter seldom passes but some ships are driven ashore 
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accordingly repaired to Tamaract,* but found, too late, that this 
was only a stratagem to seize his person, as he was immediately 
imprisoned ; but procuring, by the assistance of a friend, a pen- 
knife, which was sent to him, baked in a loaf of bread, he with 
this terminated his existence, and the town soon after surren- 
dered. The merchants were allowed but a short time to collect 
together their effects, when they were ordered to proceed to 
Mogodor, where the Emperor, as before mentioned, encouraged 
them to build houses. 

Beyond Santa Cruz there is no port frequented by shipping : 
there is a tract of coast, however, which holds out great encou- 
ragement to commercial enterpiize, and secure establishments 
might be afiected upon it, which would amply remunerate the 
entcrprizing speculator; the people of Suse are also well dis- 
posed towards Europeans, particularly the English ; and the 
communication, and short distance, between this place and the 
provinces, or districts, where most of the valuable products of 
Barbary are raised, render it peculiarly adapted to trade. 

When curiosity induced me to visit this coast, I was invited 
by the Amarani Arabs to establish a factory at a certain eligible 
place; the Sheik offered to get a house built for me, free of 
expense, and declared that all exports and imports sliould be 
regulated by a duty of only two per cent, on the value ; as he 
was, however, liable to be shot, being a celebrated warrior, and 
as 1 was not sufficiently known in England to procure the credit 
necessary to carry on advantageously such an establish luent, I 
thought it pnident at that time to decline the overture. If, 
however, 1 had been able to procure the same suppurt from 



■ See tlie Map of Wett Boibary. 
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Europe that I should have had from the natives and their 
Sheik, an eligible opportunity would have presented itself to 
open an extensive and lucrative trade with the interior, which 
in a short time would have supplied the whole of the inland 
countries of North Africa with European manufactures and 
produce. 

From Santa Cruz southward the sovereignty of the Emperor 
slackens, so that at Wedinoon it is scarcely acknowledged, and 
the difficulty of passing an army over that branch of the Atlas 
which separates Suse from Haha, secures to the Wedinoonees 
iheir arrogated independence. There are but two roads yet dis- 
covered fit for shipping between Santa Cruz and Cape Bojador, 
an extent of coast, for the most part desert, of seventy leagues, 
the whole of which is inhabited by various tribes of Arabs, who 
have emigrated at different periods from the interior of Sahara, 
and pitched their tents wherever they could find a spot capable 
of affording pasture to their flocks. All along this dangerous and 
deceitful coast, there are rocks even with, or very near, the sur- 
face of the water, over which the waves break violently; and 
the rapidity of the currents, which invariably set in towards the 
land, too often drive vessels ashore here.* 

In these southern climates the people are more superstitions 
than in the northern provinces; the heat inflaming the imagi- 
nation, multiplies the number of fanatics, who under the name 
of Fakcers, or saints, impose on the credulity of the people : 
they have but few mosques, and therefore pray in the open air, 
or in their tents. Here we see horses, camels, and other beasts, 
living together with men, women, and children indiscrimi- 
nately. When they are in want of water for their religious 



* See Chapter XII. 
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ablutions, they substitute the use of sand. These restless people 
are continually at war with their neighbours, which originates 
in family quarrels ; plunder keeps them incessantly in motion, 
and they traverse the Desert to Soudan, Timbuctoo, and Wan- 
gara, with as little preparation as we should make to go from 
London to Hampstead. 

Wedinoon is a kind of intermediate depot for merchandize 
on its way to Soudan, and for the produce of Soudan going to 
Mogodor. Gums and wax are produced here in abundance ; and 
the people living in independance, indulge in the luxuries of 
dress, and use many European commodities. A great quantity 
of gold dust is bought and sold at Wedinoon. They trade some- 
times to Mogodor, but prefer selling their merchandize on the 
spot, not wishing to trust their persons and property within the 
territory of the Emperor of Marocco. With Timbuctoo, how- 
ever, they carry on a constant and advantageous trade, and 
many of the Arabs are immensely rich ; they also supply the 
Moors of Marocco with (Slatas) convoys through the Desert, in 
their travels to Timbuctoo. 

Some of the more enlightened merchants of Mogodor, towards 
the close of the last century, had a great opinion of an esta- 
blishment somewhere on this coast, between the latitude of 27'' 
and 30"" north ; but a famine, and afterwards a most destructive 
plague, added to various other incidents, conspired to ^prevent 
the execution of the plan. It is certain that a very profitable 
commerce might be carried on with these people ; and most 
probably Bonaparte, if he succeed in the final conquest of Spain, 
will turn his mind decidedly to an extensive factory somewhere 
here, which (besides many advantages, which existing circum- 
stances prevent me explaining here} would effectually open a 
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direct communication with Timbucloo, and Soudan, and supply 
that immense territory with European manuTaciures at the 
second hand, which they now receive at the fifth and sixth. 

Having said thus much about the coast, we will proceed to 
describe the principal inland towns, viz. Marocco, Mequiaas, 
Fas, and Terodant. 

MAROCCO. 

The city of Marocco is situated in a fruitful plain, abounding 
in grain, and all the other necessaries of life, and depastured by 
sheep and cattle, and horses of a superior breed, called (Sift Ain 
Toga) the breed of Ain Toga. At a distance, the city has a 
beautiful and romantic appearance, the adjacent country being 
interspersed with groves of the lofty palm, and the towering 
SDOw-topped mountains of Alias, in the back-grouud, seem to 
cool the parched and weary traveller reposing in the plains; 
for although none 

" Can bold a 6re !□ his baoil, 

" Bjp thinking on the frosty Caacuus ;" 

yet, in the sultry season, the traveller, by viewing these moun- 
tains, experiences an agreeable sensation, difficult to be de- 
scribed. The lily of the valley, the fleur-de-lis, lupins, roses, 
jonqriils, mignonct, jasmines, violets, the orange and citron 
flowers, and many others, gruw here spontaneously ; and in the 
month:) of March and April, the air in the morning, is strongly 
perfumed with their grateful and delicious odours. The fruits 
are. oranges of the finest flavour, figs of various kinds, water 
and musk melons, apricots, peaches, and various kind^ of 
grapes, pears, dates, plums, and pomgranates. 
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The cuy of Marocco was founded in the 421th year of the 
Hejira* (1052) by Jusuf TeshHn, of the family of Luntuna, a 
tribe of Arabs inhabiting the plains east of Atlas, on the way to 
Tafilelt ; and in the time of his grandson, Aly ben Yusif, it is 
said to have contained a million of inhabitants; latterly, Iiow- 
ever, it has been much depopulated, and owing to the devasta- 
tions of succeeding conquerors, retains little of its ancient mag- 
nificence; the accumulated ruins of houses and gardens within 
the town, which were once the sites of habitations, indicate its 
decay. It is surrounded by extremely thick walls, formed of a 
cement of lime and sandy earthi-f put in cases, and beaten 
together with square rammers. These walls were In many places 
broken and decayed, so that hoises might pass through them; 
but the breaches were repaired previous to the siege and capture 
of the city by Muley Yezzid, in February, 1792. Some of the 
houses are built with much elegance and taste, but being all 
behind high walls, they are not visible from the street ; and 
these outer walls are of the rudest construction, for every indi- 
vidual here is anxious to conceal his wealth, and to impress the 
public and the State with an idea that he is poor and distressed ! 

The imperial palace of Marocco, which faces Mount Atlas, is 
built of hewn stone, ornamented with marble. It is not so 
magnificent a building as that of Mequinas ; the architecture of 
the principal gates is Gothic, embellished with various orna- 
ments in the Arabesque taste ; the walls of some of the rooms 



• It appears from ibe testimony of the Moors as well as the Berebbers, that 
M&rocco is a more tincient town than Vua : we have not, however, any written 
account of it previous to the 424th year of the Hejira. 

t This cement is called Tabia by the Muors. Livy leJI us tbr.t the walls of 
Saguntum were built with mortu made of earth. 
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■re or filligree-work, and olhers of (ezzulia, or) glazed tiles, 
similar Lo the Chinese tiles, which are fixed in the walls with 
much art, and have a cool effect. Three gardens are attached 
to the palace, the first and largest is called Jinen el Erdoua, the 
second Jinen el Afia, and the third, which is the smallest, and 
situated at a private door, Jinen Nile, or the Garden of the Nile, 
so named from its containing the fruits and plants of the Nile, 
Timbuctoo, and Soudan, with many others, the produce of 
fiarbapk-. In the two former of these gardens, the Emperor 
allows the foreign mercliants to pilch (heir tents whenever they 
visit him, which is generally even.- lime he goes to Marocco, 
and in the Jinen Nile ihey have their audience of business, that 
is, the second audience, the first being an interview of ceremony, 
and ihe third, an audience of leave to depart. The two first 
gardens abound with olives, oranges, grapes of various kinds, 
apricots, peaches, pomgranales, waier-melons, citrons, limes, 
&c. ; these, however, are surpassed in richness by the Jinen 
Nile, the orange trees of which are small, but very fmilful, and 
ihe flowers extremely odoriferous ; the roses, in particular, arc 
unequalled, and matrasses are made of their leaves for the men 
of rank to recline upon. In these gardens are (Kobba) pavi- 
lions about forty feet square, with pyramidal roofs covered with 
glazed tiles of various colours, and lighted from four lofty and 
spacious doors, which are opened according to the position of 
the sun ; they are painted and gili in the Arabesque style , and 
ornamented with square compartments containing passages from 
the Koran, in a sort of hierc^Iyphic character, or Arabic short- 
hand, understood only by the first scholars. As the luxury and 
convenience of tables, chairs, and curtains are unknown in this 
country, the furniture of these apartments is verj- simple. 
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consisting of a couple of sofas or couches, some china, and tea 
equipage, a clock, a few arms hung round the walls, a waier- i 
pot, and carpets to kneel upon in prajers Here the Emperor 
lakes coflee or tea, and trans ^cls business with his courtiers. 

The grand pavilion in the middle of ihe enclosure is appro- 
priated to tlie women ; it is a very spacious building, and J 
Htted up in the same style of neatness and simplicity as iho 
others.* 

Near to the palace is (the M'shoar, or) Place of Audience, an 
extensive quadrangle, walled in, but open to the sky, in which i 
the Emperor gives audience to his subjects, hears their com- ' 
plaints, and administersjustice. 

In Marocco are many temples, sanctuaries, and mosques; of 
these, the most curious is one in the middle of the city, called ^ 
Janiaa Sidi Yusif, built by a prince named Muley el Mumen, on ' 
the site of one erected by Sidi Yusif, which the former destroyed 
with a view to oblilerate the latter prince's name ; in this, how- 
ever, he was disappointeJ, for though he expended great sums 
in the erection of the present building, and called it after him- 
self, for the purpose of transmitting his own name to posterity, 
yet the people continued to call it by the old name, which it| 
retains to the present time. 

There is another mosque, said to have been built by Muley 



• The Emperor, Seedy Mohammed, wlio died in 1790, after reigning ihirty- 
ihree years, shewed a great predilectioa for the city of Marocco, and caused 
■everul regular pavilious to be built by Euiupemis ia llie raidn of the pHlace gar- 
dens ; Ihise are of hewn stone, and finished io a plain substantial style. There 
are mnny private gardens in ihc city, cutitaining the must dt^licious fruits, and 
having paviliuns decorated muth to the style of tiiusc above described, which 
form a curious contrast with the real, or appaieut wretchedness of ihc sufrouadiog 
buildings. 
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cl Monsore ;* ihe body of it is supported by many pillars of 
marble, and under it is a (tnilfere) cistern, wliicli holds a large 
quantity o I water, collected in the rainy season, and used by the 
Mohammedans for their ablutions. The tower is square, and 
built like that of Seville in Spain, and the one near Rabat already 
descriljed ;-f- the walls arc four feet tliick, and it has seven stories, 
in each of which are windows, narrow on the outside, but wide 
within, which renders the interior light and airy : the ascent is 
not by stairs, but by a gradually winding terrace composed of 
lime and small stones, so firmly cemented together as to be 
nearly as hard as iron. On the summit of the tower is a turret 
in the form of a square lantern, hence called (Smaa el Fannarh) 
the Lantern Tower, which commands a most extensive prospect, 
and from whence Cape Cantin, distant about 120 miles, is dis- 
tinctly visible. The roofs of the diflPerent chambers in this 
building, which are all quadrangular, are very ingeniously 
vaulted : and indeed the whole workmanship is of the most ex- 
cellent kind. Prayers are performed here every Friday in pre- 
sence of the Emperor. That part of the crLy adjoining this 
edifice is quite a heap of ruins. 

There is another tower in the city, which may be mentioned, 
from the circumstance of its having three golden balls on its 
top, weighing together, it is said, 10 quintals, equal to 1205 lbs. 
avoirdupois. Several kings, when in want of money, have, it is 
said, attempted to take them down, but without success, as they 
arc very firmly and artfully fixed; the superstitious people say 
they art fixed by magic, that (jin) a spirit guards them from all 
injury, and that all those who have attempted their removal, 

* This is tlie man to nliom Rbazes, ihe Arabiao physician, dedicated his book 
de Viiriulie el Moibillis. 
+ See page 38. 
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were soon after killed.* There is a tradition, that the wife of 
Muley el Mumen, desirous of ornamenting the temple built by 
her husband, caused these globe; to be made of the gold molted 
down from the jewels which the king gave her. 

At the extremity of the city, towards the Atlas, and near (he 
imperial palace, is the department for the Jews, called El Millah, 
ihe gates of which are shut at night : these people have an Al- 
-kaiid appointed over them, lo whom they apply for protection 
iQgatnst insult: they pay a certain tribute or poll-tax, (called 
jElgazIa), to the Alkaid ; ihf-y are for the most part rich; but 
from motives of policy, under this despotic govcinmcnt, they 
endeavour to appear poor, miserable, and diriy. Not more 
than two thousand Jewish families now reside here, great num- 
bers having been induceil, from various causes, to emigrate to 
■the adjacent mountains, where they arc free from taxation. 

In this quarter stands the Spanish convmt, which, till 
lately, was inhabited by two or three friars ; but it is now de- 
serted. 

The Kasseria, or department for trade, is an oblong building, 
surrounded with shops of a small size. BUed with silks, cloths, 
linens, and other valuable articles tor sale. Here the people 
resort to transact business, hear the news, kc, much in the same 
manner as is done on the ex-changes of European towns; and 
independent gentlemen, who have no occupation at court, often 
hire one of these shops, merely for the purpose of passing the 
morning here in conversation on politics, and other subjects. 

The principal gates of Marocco are the Beb El Khumise and 
.Beb Duquella; the former takes its name from a market called 
Soke £1 Khumise, or the £fth day's market, or Thursday's 



* Ir appears, however, that they tiuve bef 
placed, or uthers iubstituled. 
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period also, ihc inhabitants are much annoyed with scorpions, 
which are frequeully found in the beds, and other places ; • to" 
these may be added the domestic serpent, but this is rather con- 
sidered as an object of veneration, than a nuisauce.-f- 

The air about Marocco is generally cahn ; the neighbouring 
ntouDtains of Atlas defend the plain in which it stands from the 
scorching Shume, or hot wind (whicli blows from Taiilelt and 
Sahara), by arresting its progress, and the snow with which they 
are always covered, imparts a coolness to the surrounding at- 
mosphere ; in summer, however, the heat is ioieuse, though the 
nights during that period are cool ; in winter the cold is very 
icmiblyfcll: but (he climate is altogether extremely healthy. 
The inhabitants, particuUriy the Jews, arc, however, affected 
with opthalmia. 

On the death of Aly ben Yusif, a private individual named 
£1 Mcheddi, a man of ambitious character, sprung up in the 
Atlas mountains, and levying a Urge army, pruceded to Ma- 
rocco, and laid siege to the town, which was then commanded 
by Muley Bryhiin, successor to Aly ben Yusif, who collecting 
liii forces, marched out lo give £1 Meheddi battle ; but being 
completely overpowered and defeated, he Oed to Imsmlse in the 
Atlas cast of Marocco. El MchedJi not satisfied with his 
esdpe, ordered his general in chief to pursue him with one half 
of his numerous army, «tiilst he took possession of Maiocco 
with the other; the general pursued the King so closely, that 
be arrived immediately alter him at Oran, where the latter, 
finding no support, and being driven to despair, mounted his 

• See under Zoolngy. 

t bee under Zoology. Tliougb n<jl now worshipped, the serpenL vm probably 
ooe of liie dcilici prcvioni to tUe intruiluctiou of Mobaujmedaiiituif 
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horse in the night, and placing his queen behind him, rode out 
of the place, and clapping spurs to the horse, passed over a 
precipice, and was, together with his queen, dashed to pieces* 
His body being discovered, the general, wlio was a prince, and 
named Muley el Mamuue, returned with Ehe army to the city 
of Marocco, where, on his arrival, finding El Meheddi dead, 
and succeeded by his son, he attacked the city, and after a 
year's siege took It ; irritated at being so opposed, he put El 
Mehcddi's son to death, and a dreadful massacre of the army 
and citizens ensued, after which he was proclaimed Sultan and 
Amer el Mumenine,* and established the first Diwan, which 
consisted of ten men learned in the Arabic language, and in the 
laws of the Koran. This El Mamune's posterity reigned at 
Marocco from the Slfitb to the 668th year of the Hejira,-f- and 
then were dispossessed by a king of the tribe of Marin, whose 
posterity reigned with despotic sway till the year 785 of the: 
Hejira, 

MEQUINAS. 

The city of Mcquinas stands in a beautiful valley about sixty 
miles from Salee, near the sanctuary of Muley Dris Zerone; 
and is surrounded by gentle eminences, and higbly cultivated 
vales, ornamented with plantations of dates, grapes, figs, pom- 
granates, oranges, olives, &:c., all which grow in abundance, tbe 
surrounding country being well watered by various springs and 
stream.s. 

This city owes its present extent and consequence to the 

• An Arabic litle implying commander of the faithful. 

t The year of the Mohammedans is lunar. Tile Hejira begaa in July 



Suhan Muley Ismael, who, after having secured to hiirtself the 
undisputed sovereignty of ihc small kingdoms which now forfn 
the empire of Marocco, determined, in order to keep his people 
in more complete subjection, to have two imperial cities, and 
in consequence made Marocco the capital of the south, and Me- 
quinas that of the north; he at the same time considerably 
«ilarged the city to the westward, and erected a beautiful palace, 
which is defended by two bastions mounted with a few guns of 
small calibre. 

In the plain, on that side of the city towards the Atlas 
mountains, is a wall of circumvallation about six feet in height, 
which was built as a defence against the Berebbers, whose at- 
tacks, though impetuous, are momentary, and do not require a 
long defence. Muley Ismael, and his successor, Muley Abdallah, 
have repeatedly defended themselves in this city against these 
people, when, in attempting to bring them under their yoke, 
ihey have been routed, and their armies pursued to its very- 
walls . 

At the south end of the city stands the pal ace (which encloses 
the Horem, or seraglio), a very extensive quadrangular edifice, 
built by Ismael, after his own design; it contains several gar- 
dens admirably laid out, and watered by numerous streams 
from the adjacent country. I obtained permission to view this 
building from the Emperor's brother, as no person Is suffered to 
enter it without leave. In the centre of the enclosure is the 
horem, within which is a spacious garden, planted wiih tall 
cypress trees; it is surrounded by a gallery, supported by co- 
lumns, which communicates with the adjoining apartments, 
the largest of which are appropriated to the women (the smaller 
rooms being for the eunuchs and female attendants), and 




Mequinas. '^ 

lerminate in a hall, or large chamber, built on a causeway 
which divides the gardens ; here the females look through the 
iron-latticed windows, and take the air, which, in the summer, 
is perfumed with the smell of violets, jasmines, roses, wild 
thyme, and other delectable odours. The palace is also inter- 
spersed with buildings called Kobbah, which contain a spa- 
cious square room, the roof of which is pyramidical, and on 
the inside curiously carved and ornamented with painting and 
gilding. 

This extensive palace is rendered more spacious by being 
built altogether on the ground tloor ; the rooms are long and 
lofty, but narrow, being about 12 ieet wide, 18 high, and 25 
long ; the walls are inlaid with glazed tiles of bright colours, 
which give an air of coolness to the apartments; and the light 
is communicated by means of two large folding doors, which 
are opened, more or less, according to the degree of light re- 
quired in the room. Between the different suites of apartments 
arc courts regularly paved with squares of black and white 
marble ; and in the centre of some of these stands a marble 
fountain. 

The Millab, or that part of the city inhabited by the Jews, is 
walled round, and is extensive, anJ in good repair. Many of 
the Jews live in affluence. 

Conliguous to the Millah is another enclosure called the Ne- 
groes' quarter, built by Ismael for the residence of the families 
of his black troops;* of this, however, nothing remains but the 
walls. 

In this city was an hospitium, or convent of Spanish monks, 

• He built a Iowd for ihe same purpose in ihe plains of M'shairah Rumellah, 
and in other places, all which are now in ruins. "'"' -" ' ■' ■' '-JJ' '■" 
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founded about a century since by the king of Spain, for the 
relief and spiritual comfort of Catholic captives, and Christian 
travellers. This convent, and that at Marocco, were much re- 
spected by the Mooselemin, from the essential service afforded 
by the monks to (he poor, whom they used to supply with me- 
dicines gratis; but, after a long practice, they found their pre- 
scriptions were grossly abused by the Moors, who took them 
without any regard to regimen ; they were therefore obliged to 
make a general medicine for all applicants, composed of a de- 
coction of simples with honey, and this they denominated the 
dua sheriffs or princely remedy. This convent was deserted by 
the monks previous to the accession of Soliman, the present 
Emperor. 

The streets of Mequinas are not paved, and on this account it 
is a very disagreeable place in winter, as the rains cause ihe 
mud to accumulate, which renders walking abroad very unplea- 
sant. The inhabitants are extremely hospitable : ihey invite 
strangers to their gardens, and entertain them sumptuously ; 
indeed, the manners of the people in this part of the empire, 
are more mild, perhaps, than in any other. 

Nature seems to have favoured the women of Mequinas, for 
they are handsome without exception, and to a fair com- 
plexion, with expressive black eyes, and dark hair, they unite 
a suavity of manners rarely to be met with even in the most 
polished nations of Europe. 

FAS. 

This city {which is divided into old and new, called Fas 
Jedide, and Fas El BSlee) is the most celebrated in West 
Barbary; it was founded about the ISSthyear of the Hejira 



(A. C. 786) by Idris,* a descendant of Mohammed. It stand* 
for the most part upon gentle hills, except the centre, which is 
low, and in winter very wet and dirty. U is not so extensive 
as Marocco, but the houses being more lofty and spacious, it 
contains more inhabitants. The houses have flat roofs ingeni- 
ously worked in wood, and covered with terrace, on which the 
inhabitants spread carpets in summer, to recline upon,'and en- 
joy the cool breezes of the evening ; a small turret, coDtaining 
a room or two, is also erected upon (hem for the use of the 
females of the family, who resort thither for amusement and 
pastime. In the centre of each house is an open quadrangle 
surrounded by a gallery, which communicates with the stair- 
case, and into which the dooi3of (he different apartments open; 
these doors are both wide and lofty, and are made of curiously 
carved wood painted in various colours. The beams of die 
roofs of the different apartments are whimsically painted with 
gay colours in (he arabesque style. The portals of the houses 
are supported with pillars of brick plaislered over. The prin- 
cipal houses have (Mitfcres) cisterns under (hem, containing 
water used in the baths, which are built of marble or stone- 
Every house is also supplied with water from a river whidi 
rises in the Atlas, and enters the town in various places by 
covered channels. The hospiols, colleges, and houses of the 
great and wealthy have, withinside, spacious courts, adorned 
wi(b sumptuous galleries, fountains, basons of fine marble, and 



* TbU prince fled from Medina ia Arabia, to avoid the persecolion of ihe 
Khalif Abd Allah, and retiring into Africa, peaelrated to the west of the Atlai, 
where, being struck with the beauly of llie adjoining plains, he founded ihe city 
of Fai, having previoasly propagated the religion of the Arabian prophet at the 
phce now called the Sanctuary of Mntey Dris Zerooe, io the Atlas monotaio^ 
west of the city of Mc^uinas. 
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fish-ponds, shaded wilh orange, lemon, pomgranale, and fig 
trees, abounding wilh iViiU, and ornamented with roses, hya* 
cinths, jasmine, violets, and orange flowers, emitting a delec- 
table fragrance. 

In the city are a great number of mosques, sanctuaries, and 
other public buildings ; about fifty of these are very sump- 
tuous edifices, being ornamented with u kind of marble, unknown 
in Europe, procured in the Atlas mountains.* 

The maintenance of profisssors and students in the mosques, 
has lately become very scanty, the wars having destroyed many 
of the possessions by which learning was promoted. T!ie stu- 
dents are mostly employed in reading the Koran; if any one 
read a text which he does not understand, the professor explains 
it to him in public; at other times they dispute among them- 
selves, and the professor finally explains the passage. 

A public bath is attached to each mosque, for religious ab- 
lutions ; there are also public baths in various parts of the 
town, whither the common people resort ;-f the uien at one hour 
and the women at another ; when occupied by the latter, a 
rope is suspended from the cieling of the first apartment, as a 
signal to the stranger not to proceed farther ; and so particular 
are they in this respect, that a man would not be here permit- 
ted to speak to his own wife, such regard have they for thpir 
reputation. These baths produce a considerable sum annually. 
Besides these there are chalybeate, sulphureous, and antimonial 
baths; there is also a bath celebrated as a specific for the vene- 
real disease, which is said to be an infallible cure in three months. 



• There are many other kiuds of marble in this couDlry, siiiiilnr to what ii 
found in differenl parts of Italy, and the rest of Europe, 
t Moil of the principal inbabilants have baths in their own houeei. 
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iilTho hospitals which have been mentioned by early writers 
Si beirig in Fas, must have fallen greatly into decay, as there 
are now very few ; in these the poor are fed, but no surgeon 
or ph)'sician is attached to them ; women attend the infirm 
and sick till they recover, or death terminate their sufferings. 
There is a Nfuristan, or mad-house, where deranged people are 
confined ; they are chained down, and superintended by men 
who use them very harshly ; their apartments are disgustingly 
fillhy. 

There are nearly two hundred caravanseras or inns, called 
Fondaque, in this city; these buildings are three stories high, 
and contain from fifty to one hundred apartments, in each of 
which is a water-cock to supply water for ablution and various 
other purposes. As the mode of travelling is to carry bedding 
with one, they do not provide beds in these inns, but leave you 
10 make use of what you have got, providing only a mat: and 
if you want any refreshment you cannot order a meal, but must 
purchase it at a cook's shop, or procureit at the butcher's, 
and get it dressed yourself, paying so much per day for ytitii* 
apartment, the master of the Fondaque supplying charcoal and 
Umjummars, or portable earthen Gre-pots, fcc. 

There are a great many corn-mills in Fas ; for the inhabitants 
being mostly poor, and unable to lay up coi-n sufficient in store, 
they purchase meal of the millers, who make great pt*ofit by 
it. The rich buy their own corn, and send it to the mills to be 
ground. 

Each trade or occujiation has its separate departnient allotfttd' 
to it; in one place are seen several shops occupied by notaVieS" 
or scriveners, two in each shop ; in another stationers ; fti' 
another shoe-makers : here a fruit market, there wax chandlers; 
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another part is allotted lo those who fry meat, and make a light 
kind ofhread called S6nge, fried in oil, and eaten with honey. 
Animals are not suffered to be slaughtered in the city ; this is 
done at a distance from it, near the river, and the meat is sent 
from thence to the different shops in the town, but first to the 
Mutasseb, or officer who superintends the price of provisions, 
who, after examining it, sets a price upon it on a j)iece of paper; 
this the venders show to the people, who buy at the rate 
afiBxed. 

The inhabitants of Fas are fond of poultry, which they rear 
iu cages to prevent them from running about the house, and 
dining the rooms. 

The Kasseria is a square place walled round, and divided into 
twelve wards, two of which are allotted to the shoe-makers, who 
work for the princes and gentlemen ; the others consist of silk- 
mercers and cloth and linen shops. There are sixty (Dellcl) 
criers, or itinerant auctioneers, who receive from the various 
shops, pieces of cloth, linen, Sec. and going about crying (al 
ziada) " who bids more," sell the lot to the highest bidder. 

Fas Jedide, or New Fas, which lies contiguous to Old Fas, is 
a well built town, iu which are the looms and other machinery 
for the different trades. The gardens here abound with all sorts 
of delicious fruits; and roses and other odoriferous flowers per- 
fume the serene air, so that it is justly called a paradise. West- 
ward, towards the Emperor's palace, stands a castle, built by 
one of the princes of the Luntuna family, wherein the Kings of 
Fas kept their court before the palace was built; but when 
New Fas was begun by the sovereigns of the Marin dynasty, the 
castle became the residence of the Governor of the city. 
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TERODANT. 

This is the metropolis of the South, and was formerly that of 
the kingdom of Suset th&town is spacious, and very ancient. 
The buildings, generally speaking, are handsome. There is a 
magnificent palace here, with gardens producing in abundance 
a variety of the most delicious fruits. The adjacent plains are in- 
credibly fertile. The population of this city has decreased consi- 
derably ; it is now celebrated for salt-petre of a very superior 
quality ; for the manufacture of leather, and for saddles; also 
for dyeing. The river Suse passes through the town. Ten> 
dant has stood various sieges ; and during the last, the inha- 
bitants were reduced to the necessity of eating rats and dogs, 
and burning their doors for fuel. 



\ 

} 



>-^ 



[34] 



CHAPTER V. 

' Zoohgtj. 

1 H E horses ol' West Barbary, though small, are renowned for 
ileetness and activity; the breed, however, has been much 
neglected, except in Abda.and about Marocco, at a place called 
Ain Toga ; these horses have stronger sinews lliau those of Eu- 
rope, and after a little training are peculiarly docile. The 
stallions only arc rode, the inaics being kept lor breeding, 
except among the SlieUuhs, who use them for riding. Geldings 
are unknown in Mohammedan countries; a Mooselmin will 
neither castrate, nor sell the skin of the beast of the Prophet. 

The Arab is particularly attached to the horse; he rises 
with the sun, visits him, and laying his right hand on 
the horse's face, he ejaculates the words (Bissim iltah) In the 
name of Cod; he then kisses his hand, which is supposed to 
have received a benediction fiom the touch of [he favourite 
animal of their Prophet Mohammed ; he then has the place 
where the horse stands swept clean, some dry sand spread, and 
an arm full of straw trodden small by oxen, placed before him 
at such a distance, that he can by stretching out his neck just 
reach it (for the horse being picqueted, and fastened by ropes 
round the fetlock, cannot move from his place) : this is done 
to lengthen the neck, and to strengthen the fore-haiid by exer- 
tion ; the length of neck is considered as a great perfection, 
so that when the Arabian jockies purchase a horse, they 
measure from the top of the shoulder to the tip of his 
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nose ; and then fiom the top of the shoulder, to tbe eud of the 
fleshy part oF the tail ; if the length of the former exceed that of 
the latter, it is the criterion of a good horse; but if the latter 
half exceed ihe front half in lengih, the horse is considered of 
an inferior kind. Such a predilection have Mohammedans for 
ablution, that the best horses are sprinkled with water every 
morning on the chest, loins, and sexual parts ; this, as they 
pretend, improves the strength of tbe unimal, and promotes his 
health; at noon only he is watered ; ilien he has a little more 
straw, and remains alterwards fasting till sun-set, when they 
feed biin with a bag of barley, attached to his head like our 
hackney-coach horses : they reprobate Christians for feeding 
their hoi!>cs in a manger, and observe, that when a horse is used 
10 a manger, he will not eat out of a bag, and as mangers arc 
not to be found in this country in travelling, the plausibility of 
preferring the bag is evident : they do not suffer him to cat any 
straw after llie feed of barley, alleging, that it would destroy 
the good effect of the latter. 

The Arabs are expert farriers; their horses are generally 
healthy, but are subject to jaundice, which they cure by 
drawing the skin from the flesh at certain places with a pair of 
pinchers, and then piercing it with a hot iron like an awl. They 
turn tliem out to grass eveiy spring during forty days, after 
which they physic them thus : they give them a pound of old 
butter, called budra,* which they mir with two ounces of 



* This twdra is preieived in eartbea pots onder ground, many, sometimes 20 
or so years, as it is said, to improve by age ; it is of so sublile and penetraliog a 
Datore, ibat it quicklj passes to the capillary vessels of the body, and being rub- 
bed on the inside of the band, is quickly absorbed through tlie pores into the 
blood. 
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pepper ; they give this to the horse in a fluid state, that it may 
be the more easily swallowed; they then let him remain the 
whole day fasting, giving him in the evening only half of his 
accustomed quantity of barley ; they next keep them with- 
out riding seven days : this process is said to secure the horse 
against diwrders, and quickly takes off" the prominent belly 
common after grass, disposing the Qesh to the flanks. 

To the various coloui-s of horses ihcy attach various proper- 
ties; they assert, that a dark-coloured or black horse is in his 
fullest vigour towards dark, or night; that the powers of a 
chesnut horse come with the rising sun, and he is nut so fleet in 
the evening ; to a white horse they attribute vigilance ; and of 
a gray they signify the soundness of their feet, by an Arabian 
adage,* which indicates that if a cavalcade be passing through a 
stony country, the gray horses will break the stones with their 
feet ; this opinion appears founded on experience, for in the 
Atlas mountains, in some parts of Suse, and in all harsh stony dis- 
tricts, we find a much greater proportion of gray horses than 
of any other colour ; their feet are so hardy, that I have known 
ihem to travel two days journey through the stony defiles of 
Atlas without shoes, over roads full of loose broken stones, 
and basaltic rocks. 

Besides horses, mules and asses abound every where in 
Barbary, also camels, and iiorned cattle. In the Atlas, and in the 
forests near Meqniiias, there are lions, panthers, wild hogs, 
hyaenas, apes, jackals, foxes, hares, serpents, lizards, camelionSj&c. 

The birds are, ostriches, pelicans, eagles, flamingoes, storks, 
herons, bustards, wild geese, wood pigeons, pigeons, turtle - 

* Ida dez el Herka fee el bltd wa kan irek liaruslie el Zirg ce lierse el hager 
«lDdi fee'li. 
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doves, ring-doves, partridges, red ducks, wild ducks, plovers,' 
tibibs,^ larks, nightingales, black birds, starlings, and various 
others. 

The same varieties offish that are found in the Mediterranean 
are taken on the shores of West Barbary ; mullet, red and gray, 
brim, anchovies, sardines, herrings, mackarel, rock cod, skaite, 
soles, plaice, turbot, turtles, besides fish peculiar to the coast, 
called by the Shelluhs, Azalimzi, Tasargalt, and Irgal, which 
are very abundant, particularly in the bay of Agadeer, and on 
the coast of Wedinoon; they are prepared in the ovens of 
Aguram, a town at the foot of the mountain whereon Agadeer 
stands, for the purpose of being conveyed to the interior, to 
Bledel-jerrede, and Sahara; these fish form a considerable 
article of commerce, and are much esteemed in Bled-el- 
jerrede. 

As there is no country in the world so little explored as 
Africa, nor any that produces such a variety of animals, a few 
observations on some of the most remarkable may not be unin- 
teresting. 

QUADRUPEDS* 

The Thaleb. — The animal called thalebt is the red fox ; it 
emits the same strong scent as the fox of Europe, and is found 
in all parts of the country ; but is far from being so common 
as the deeb, which some have compared to the jackal, others to 
the brown fox. It is certain, that the deeb emits no offensive 

* A small bird unkDOwn in Europe, similar to a sparrow. 

t Baffon informs us^ that Brnce told bim this animal was common in Barbary, 
where it was called Taleb ; bat Pennant observes, that Brace shoald hare given 
it a more characteristic appellation, for taleb, or tbaleb, is no more than the Arabic 
name for the common fox, which is also freqaent in that coaatry. See Eng. 
Encyclopedia, 180S. 
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smell; it is a very cunniug animal, and lis name is applied 
meUphorically to signify craft, which it possesses in a greater 
degree than any other animal; this circumstance alone seems 
lo ally it to the fox species. It is very fond of poultry; and 
at night, a little after dark, the still atr of the country is pierced 
with its cries, which alternately resemble those of children, and 
thai of (he fox. They assemble in numbers, and abound through- 
out tlie country, particularly in the environs of plantations of 
melons and other vinous plants. Some of these deebs have 
longer hair than others, and their skins are particularly soft 
and liandsomc. 1 he provinces of Shednia, Haha, and Suse 
abound with this animal: ihe Arabs hunt it, and bring theskios 
lor sale to the Mogodor market. 

The [Dubbah] HijiEna. — The Dubbah, a term which de- 
signates the hyaena among the Arabs, is an animal of a ferocious 
countenance; but in its disposition, more stupid than fierce; it 
is found in all the mountains of Barbary, and wherever rocks 
and caverns are seen ; this extraordinary animal has the oppo- 
site quality of the deeb,« having a vague and stupid stare, in- 
somuch that a heavy dull person is designated by the term 
dubbah -4- The flesh of this animal is not eaten, except incases 
of extreme hunger: those, however, who have tasted it assert, 
(hat it causes stujiefaction for a certain time; hence, when a 



* The dubbiili and the deeb ore so lolftlly difTifjent, llmt I cannot account for 
llie cmir of Hruce in snying ttiey ore the sums animal; for, besides vaiious olber 
ilrffcmice*, ihc dubbah is mure than twice ns large as tlie deeb. It \i surpriBiDg 
llisl Mr< Bruce, who appears lo hnve been a great sportsmnn, did not perceive this. 
Vid« Select I'unngcsuf Nalurat Hi»loiy oilk'cled ia Travels lo discovej the Source 
of the Nile. Title Ilj-ffina, Vol V.p..|l0. 

■)■ M'diii'hab, stupitied or liynnftizcd, IVoin the word dubbuh. 
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person displays extraordinary stupidity, the Arabs say [knlu ras 
Diibbah), he has eaten the head of a hyasna. 

Tlie mode of hunting this animat is singular ; a party of ten 
or twelve persons, accompanied with as many do«s of various 
kinds, go to the cavern which they have previously ascertained 
lo be ihe haunt ol' the hyaena; one of the party then strips 
himself, and taking the end of a rope with a noose to it Jn one 
hand, he advances gradually into the cjvc, speaking gently, and 
in an insinuating tone of voice, pretending to fascinate the 
hyana by words ; when he reaches the aiiiuiai, he strokes him 
down the back, which appears lo soothe liini ; he then dexter- 
ously slips the noose round his neck, and instantly pulling the 
rope to indicate to those on the outside of the cave, who liold 
the other end, that it is fixed, he retires behind, throwing a 
handkerchief or cloth over the eyes of tlie hyaena ; tbe men 
then pull the rope from without, whilst he who fixes the iioose 
urges the animal forward, when the dogs iiltack him. Some of 
the Shelluhs are very expert at securing the hyaena in this 
manner, and although there may be some danger in case the 
rope breaks, yet the man who enters tlie cave always carries a 
dagger, or large knife with him, with which he has considerably 
the advantage, for this animal is by no means so ferocious as 
he aj>pears to be ; in the southern Atlas I have seen them led 
about by the boys ; a rope being fastened round the animal's 
neck, and a comuutnicating rope attached to it on either side, 
three or four yards long, the end of each being beld by a boy, 
keep him perfectly secure. It is confinement that is inimical 
to a hyaena,* and which increases his ferocity. There are other 

* Bruce, in speaking of this animal, observes tlidt most of tlie snimais con- 
founded with him, are about six limes sreallef than he in. The want of a crilic.il 
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modes of liunting this slnpid animal, either in the night with 
dogs, or hy shooting him ; but he never comes out of his cave 
in ihc day-lime, but sits at the further end of it, staring with 
his eyes fixed. Their general character is not to be afraid of 
man, nor indeed to attack or avoid him; they will, however, 
attack and destroy sheep, goats, poukry, asses, and mnles, and 
are very fond of the intoxicating herb called Hashisha.* The 
hyxna is said to live to a great age. 

'I'lic dubbah and the deeb resemble each other in their pro- 
pensity to devour dead bodies; so ihat whilst the plague ra- 
vaged VVc-st Barbary in 1799 and 1800, these animals were 
constant visitors of the cemeteries. The drawing of the hyjcna 
in the fifth volume of the work just quoted is very correct. 

The Gazel (antelope). — The gazel is that pretty light and 
elegant animal, swift as the wind, timid as a virgin, with a soft, 
beautiful, large, and prominent black eye, which seems to in- 
terest you in its favour. In its general appearance, the gazel 
resembles our deer; it Is however much smaller, and has 
straight black horns, curving a little backwards. The eye and 
figure of the gazel, so well known to all Arabian poets, are 
emblematical of beauty, and the greatest compliment that can 
be paid to a beautiful women, is to compare her eyes to those 
of the gazel. ■«■ Much art is employed by the Arabian females to 

knowledge or the Arabic language, and ofnatural historjr at the same lime, hu, \a 
Come raeaiure, been ihe occaiioo of these errors among the moderns. Bocbart 
discuiscii tlie teveral errors of (he an'^ienls with grf at judgment, and Ltie Count de 
ItufTon, in a very elegant and pleasanl manner, liaLli nearly exhausted the whole. 
See Select Sperimeiis of Nat, Hist, collected in Travels lo discover the Source of 
the Nile, Vol. V. Appendix, p. 1808. Title HysBna. 

* A dencription of tliii herb will be given in its proper place. 

t Aiidik nioeeii el O'lizcl ia Leila. licek zin cl Onzel ia Leila. You poisra 
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make their eyes appear like tho^e of tbis delicate animal. Kyt« 
originally black and livdyt ^re made to appear larger and twnt 
languishing by tinging the outer corner with El kahol Filelly^ a 
preparation of lead ore procured from Tafilelt, which givc« an 
apparent elongation to the eye. The eye-lashes and eyebrowf 
being also blackened with this composition, tfaey appear pecu- 
liarly soft and languisbing; it is said also to improve and 
strengthen the sight. Every one who has accuiately observed 
the eye of the African gazel will acquiesce in the aptness of the 
siiBile befoce alluded to. The word izAg^/, so often employed 
by our poets to desigpato a beautiful female, is^ with the Arabs, 
transformed to gazel : thus the Arabian soonet ; 
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JUft U^\j i^^ ij^ 

Kul el gazelli r^k 

Kulitini nerjak 

Kif el m* amul mak 

Ash heliti wa ash amelli 

Rafki billi ibuak 

la taj miriamme gazelli^ 

the eyes of an antelope^ O Lady — ^Yoa possess the beauty of a gazel, O Lacly» ar 
irresistible compliments with the Arabs. Again, Zin el mikkamule, and Zin el 
Gazel, perfect beaaty, and gazel beauty, are synonymous terms. 

M 



«« The Gazel 

Say, thou Jntelnpe in beauty, 

Since permiited to return, 
Say, what is a lover's duty, 

Who with ardent fire doth burn. 
Sympathize with him who loves you 

Crown of all my Iiopes and joys, 
Tis your constant swain approves you. 

His Gazel all his soul employs. 



Great numbers of gazels are found in all those extensive 
plains situated at the foot of the Atlas mountains; in those 
of Fruga, south of Marocco, after descending (he Atlas, I have 
seen a hundred together ; they also abound in the plains of 
Shcshawa near Anek Jimmel. Wild as the hare, and more tlcet 
than the Barbary courser, ihey are seen bounding over the 
plains in large numbers. The antelope, however, soon fatigues, 
so that the horses of the Arabs gain on it, and the dogs are 
enabled finally to come up with it ; it is hunted rather for the 
meat, which is similar to venison, than for actual sport, the 
Arabs having little desire to hunt merely for amusemenl. 
They kill and cut the throats of as many animals as they can 
procure. They often hunt the gazel with the (slogie) African 
greyhound, a peculiarly fine breed of which is produced 
in the province of Suse. The Arabs and Moors whilst hunt- 
ing the antelope, often throw (zerw^ta) thick sticks about 
two feet long at their legs, to break them, and thereby inca- 
pacitate them from running: a cruel device, at which the 
natural predilection for this delicate and beautii'ul animal 
recoils. 
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£/ Horreh. — ^This, as its name implies,^ is reckoned among 
the Arabs the prince of animals, and the emblem of cleanliness. 
It is an inhabitant of Sahara and its confines, and is not found 
north of the river Suse. It is somewhat similar to the gazel in 
its form and size ; the colour of its back and head is of a light 
red, inclining to that of a fawn ; the belly is of a beautiful and 
delicate white, insomuch that its brilliaDcy affects the eyes in a 
similar manner to the sensation produced in them by looking 
stedfastly at fine scarlet. 

This animal, according to the tradition of the Arabs, never 
lies down, lest it should deface the colour of its belly, of the 
beauty of which it appears to be conscious. The stone called in 
Europe bizoar stone,-!- is produced by the horreh, but whether 
it be a concretion formed in its stomach, or an egg, or the 
teticle, is probably not accurately ascertained. The Bide el 
horreh, or egg of the horreh, signifies also the testicle of the 
animal, and 1 am incliued to think it is either the testicle, or a 
peculiar concretion formed in its stomach, all those which I 
have seen being nearly of the same size and form, similar to a 
pigeon's egg. This stone is scraped and taken as an antidote 
against poison. Some whimsical people carry it about with 
&em, taking it frequently in tea. 

From this rare and beautiful animal's being an emblem of 
purity, its skin (Jild el Horreh) is held in great estimation by 
the Bashaws, and men of rank, who prefer it to every other 
substance, to prostrate themselves upon at prayers. The 

* Horreh signifies any thing pare and free; thus a free-born man^ (baTing a 
handsome person and ▼irtuous oiind,) is called Rajel Horreh; a horse of high 
breed b called Aond el Horreh ; it is also opposed to jtM, which signifies a slave. 

f Possibly bixoar may be a corroption of Bide el Horreh. 
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Bashaws generally have an attendant with them, who carries 
this skin, which is cured or prepared with alluin and tizra,* 
and assumes a white colour when it comes from the tanners. 

The Aoudad. — This animal is to be lound only in the very 
steep and inaccessil)le clifls, and in the woods and forests of 
the mountains of Alias, south oi Marocco andin Lower Suse, 
except when it descends to the rivers to drink. It throws itself 
from lofty precipices into the plains below, alighting generally 
on its horns or shoulders. 

None of them have ever been caught in a stale to allow of 
their being kept alive, being so very wild that it is not possible 
to approach them without great danger. In size and colour 
the Aoudad is similar to a calf; it has a beautiful long mane or 
beard, growing from the lower part of the neck ; its teeth are 
Teiy strong, and indicative of its longevity ; the horns are about 
twelve inches in length, curved, of a dark colour, and aie used 
for various purposes. 

The only two skins of this animal which ever came to Europe, 
i had the honour of sending to the Right Honourable President 
of the Royal Society ;'f the horns and teeth were with one of 
them, which I had much difficulty in procuring from a Shelluh 
merchant, who having luadverlentiy observed to some of his 
friends the interest t took in procuring it, the jealousy of the 
Moors was raised, and they conceiving it to be some rich trea- 
sure, the officers of the Custom-house obliged roe to pay an 
enormous duty for it. No other skin of tliis hitherto unde- 
scribed animal has beeti brought to Europe since ; nor do I ap* 
prehend we shall know more respecting the animal itself, whilst 
the present imperfect knowledge of Atrica continues. Emissa- 



* A shrub of Atlas Qsed iniaoiiing. 



t Sir Joseph Banks. 
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lies, whether commercial or philosopbical, to that country, 
should furnish themselves with a general and practical Icuow- 
ledge of the Araliic language, without which liule progress caa 
be expected in its discovery. 

Tke IVild Soar. — This animal, the hunting of which affords 
so much sport, is by the Arabs called El Kunjar, or El Helloof; 
they abound in the Shelluh province of Haha, and in Suse, 
where they are called Amuren ; they are so plentiful about 
Agadeer, that it is not unusual to catch t»o or three before 
mid-day ; one day we saw seven. They will sometimes run by 
a group of men without appearing at all alarmed; an instance 
of which happened once, as I rememljer, near Agadcer, where at 
a pic-nic party under some high trees, some Europeans who 
were present were not a little alarmed at seeing two wild hogs 
pass close by them ; but they never attack a person unless 
wounded by him. In hunting this animal, whose strength Is 
proverbial, the dogs should be good, and strong enough to keep 
him at bay; for if he be fired at and wounded by a man on foot, 
he will immediately make up to him, if he discovers from 
whence the wound was inflicted ; but in tlie mean time he is 
either attacked by the dogs, diverted from his object by a stra- 
tagem, or brought down by some other shot. A boar will some- 
times rip 0|>en the dogs as well as the horses with their tusks; 
but this rarely happens when the hunt is well appointed: a 
strong dog of the greyhound breed is the best and mo^t effectual 
in securing this ferocious animal. The (slogies) greyhounds of 
Suse, of the third breed, always attack the boar ou the nape 
of the neck, and never quit their hold. 

The Minmer. — The word Nimmcr may be translated Leopard; 
it is spotted rather tlian striped, and in size resembles the royal 




ligerofAsia. The strength and af^il-ty of this animal is won- 
derful ; I have seen one receive nine balls, before he felLl 
When tlie Nimmer is known lo he in any particular district^ 
deep holes are made in the ground, and covered lightly ovcr^ 
on which if he happen lo tread, the ground'sinks, and he falls' 
ill. The sides of the hole bein^ fornicd like an inverted cone, 
the animal cannot get out, chough he will make many efforts lo 
regain his liberty; in the mean time the htmters come up and 
shoot him. At other places where he is supposed li' ely lo pass, 
(hey build up a wall, and cover ii over, making a hole or two 
sufficiently large to admit a musket-barrel, and here the patient 
Slielliih will wait whole days for his enemy, living all the lime 
on (Hassowa) barley-meal mixed with water. After building a 
few of these walls enclosed like rooms, several Shelhihs will go 
in quest of the Nimmer, each taking his station either in these 
buildings, or in some lofty tree, and waiting a favourable op- 
portunity to get a shot at lum. 'J he Arabs say that this (isro- 
cious animal, after he has seized his prey, if he be not impelled 
by hunger, will leave it for a few days, and afterwards return 
lo the spot and devour (he carcase, even ii' it be putrid. 

The Lion is too well known to need a particular description 
in this place : he is bunlecl by the Africans in the same manner 
as the Nimmer; but they do not consider the chase to be so 
dangerous; the lion is not so active, nor does he climb as the 
Nimmer does. The Arabs say that if a person unarmed meet 
the Nimmer, he is sure of being destroyed ; but that \U on the 
sight of a lion, he let bis garments drop off, and stand before 
liini Miidaunicd, seeming lo defy htm, the lion will turn round 
and quietly walk off. Few people would be inclined to try the 
cxpcriincnt lor the purpose oi' ascertaining the truth of this 
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sssertion. In the forests near the cliy of Mequinas the h'ons are 
very 6erce, and have frequently been known so to infest the 
roads, as to reoder il impracticable for the caravans to pass* 
They are seen also at the foot of the Atlas, where the country 
is well wooded The flesh, wheu eaten, is said, by the Arabs, to 
inspire courage. 

Thf- Bf/7r. —Various conjectures have been formed respecting 
this animal's betn^ a native of Africa : from tlie concurrent tes- 
timony of the inhabitants, I am of opinion that it does not 
eiist in West Barbary ; it may, however, have been seen (as 1 
have heard it has) tn the upper regions of Atlas, which are 
covered with snow during the whole year. The name given by 
the Aratis to this animal is Dubb.* 

The Sibsib. — Tins animal appears to be of an intermediate 
species between the rat and the squirrel ; it is somewhat similar 
to the ichneumon in form, but not half its size ; it inhabits the 
Atlas, and lives in holes among the stones and caverns of the 
mountains; it has brown hair, and a beautiful tail (resembling 
that of the squirrel) about the length of its body. TbeShelluhs 
and Arabs eat this animal, and consider it a delicacy; and it is 
the only one the Mohammedans torment before death ; this is 
done by taking hold of its fore and hind legs, and rubbing its 
back on a stone or flat surface for a few minutes, v.hich causes 
the animal lo scream out ; they then cut its throat according to 
the Mohammedan custom. Seeing some Shelluhs in South Atlas 
perfonning this operation, and asking their motives for it, they 
iDformed me thai the rubbing made the Qcsfa eat tender ; that in 



• Tlie SaharawaD lizaid \t al»o called Dubb by the Arabs (See under Reptiles), 
sad frum the similitude of aame, the conjee lure tbat bears are found in Africa may 
have origiuated. 
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tasle it resembled a rabbit, but that without the friction it was 
not palatable. Being a ^bterraneous animal, it is prohibited 
food ; hut the eating of any forbidden thing becomes lawful to 
the Mohammedan, by ascribing to it some racLlicinal property ; 
it is then denominated (Duah) medicine, and not food ; by this 
evasion, wine Is drank by many who are not rigorous Moo- 
sehnin. 

I never saw the Sibsib north of the province of Suse, but it 
abounds in the mountains of that district. Its motions are so 
excessively quick, that it is extremely difficult to shoot it. 

JVild Cat. — El Cat el berranie is the Arabic name lor this 
animal ; it is much larger than (he domestic cat, buL similiu* in 
form; the back, neck, and forepart of the legs are of a dirty 
gray, inclining to brown; the belly is of a dirty white, spotted 
with brown; and the tail is long and handsome. The wild cat 
is so fierce, that when pressed with hunger it will sometimes 
attack a man. 

The Ape. — This animal, which appears to form the interme- 
diate link between the human species and the brute, is fouad 
of a very large size in North Atlas, and also about Ceuta.* 
There are various species of the ape; some are called by the 
Arabs D'Zatute, others El Kurd ; the Berebbers, or Africans* 
call them Tongemon, or Babuin, and affirm that the (Uel 
Shouel) tailed men of Sahara, are a production from these ani- 
mals with the human species. They live upon fruits, grass, and 
corn, and are oiten seen in great numbers in ihe fields, having a 
centinel to keep watch on some eminence ; and when any person 
appears he gives the alarm, und they all run off" together to the 
woods, climbing the trees. The females will jump from one 

* The mountuin at Ceula is called Jibbel D'Zatute, the Mountain of Apei. 
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denominated bok gem el harsh, i. e. the father of the hard ] 
horn. 

Jumars.—ThG reputed offspring of the ass and the bull, or I 
cow, is an animal whose existence is still doubted; I havtf I 
never, in any of ray travels, seen such a one ; but I was onctf 1 
informed by Sid Mohammed E — - m, that such a beast wa» J 
sometimes seen in Bledel-jcrrede ; lie had not, however, seeb | 
it hirasclf. Dr. Shaw has described one that he saw in Barbary ; 
notwithstanding which, the Count de Bufibn disputes its exis- 
tence. 

These observations on the more remarkable WW animals inaj'* ■ 
serve as a clue to future travellers ; iheir names in the language? I 
of the country being accurately given, it will noi be difficult i6 I 
procure some of the natives to direct where lo find thetn, by j 
which means their respective species may be ascertained bjT I 
those who maybe desirous of elucidating natural history. Ij 
shall now mention the most particular domestic quadrupeds, or j 
such as are subservient to ihe use of man. 

El Heirie, or Erraguat. — Nature, ever provident, and seeing! 
the difficulty uf commimlcation, from the immense tracts of] 
desert couniry in Sahara, has afforded the Saharawans a means^ > 
upon any emergency, of crossing the great African desert in a 
few days; mounted upon the (Heirle) desert camel (which is in 
figure similar to the camel of burden, but more elegantly 
formed), the Arab, with his loins, breast, and ears bound round, 
to prevent the percussion of air proceeding from a quick mo- 
tion rapidly traverses, upon the back of this abstemious aniAial, 
the scorching desert, thcheryaimosphcreof which parches, and 
impedes respiration so iis almost to produce suffocation. The 
motion of the hciric is vlokiil, and can be endured ouly by 
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travels from Tiinbuctoo to Tafilelt, feeding his heirie but once, 
at an oasis in the desert, for these camels, on an emergency, will 
abstain i'rom drinking and from food seven days or more. 

Ajourncy of thirty-five days caravan travcUing will be per- 
formed by a Sebayee in five days ; they go frotn Timbuctoo lo 
Tafilelt in seven days. One of these animals once came from 
Fort St. Joseph, on the Senegal river, to the house of Messrs. 
Cabane and Depras, French merchants at Mogodor, in seven 
days. 

In the great desert of Africa, where cultivation is so rare that 
one may travel several days on an ordinary camel with bag- 
gage, without seeing any habitation, the use of the heirie must 
be evident, for it is more abstemious, and bears a longer con- 
tinuation of fatigue, than the (Sh'rubah Er'reeh) desert horse, 
hereafter described. 

The self-exiled Muley Abdrahaman, a prince of undaunted 
courage and great penetration, son of the old Emperor, Seedy 
Mohammed bn Abdallah bn Ismael, of the Tafilelt dynasty 
whilst residing among the Arab clan of Howara in Suse, kept, 
night and day, at the door of his (keyma) tent, two heiries, 
ready caparisoned, one having a load of gold dust and jewels, 
and the other for riding, in case of a sudden surprise, that he 
might pass into the desert out- of the reach of his father's 
power. The Emperor's soldiers, by their master's order, having 
treated his highness's woman in a manner disgraceful to a 
Mooselmin, he ad retired to the confines of Sahara for more 
security. 

The swiftness of the heirie is thus described by the Arabs 
in their figurative style : " When thou shalt meet a heirie, and 
say to the rider, Salem Alick, ere he shall have answered thee, 
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Alick Salem, he will be afur off, and nearly out of sight, for his 
swiftness is like the wind.* ' 

Talking with an Arab of Suse, on the subject of these fleet 
camels, and the desert horse, he assured me that he knew a 
young man who was passionately fond of a lovely young girl, 
whom nothing would satisfy but some oranges : these were not 
to be procured at Mogodor, and as the lady wanted the best 
fruit, nothing less than Marocco oranges would satisfy her ; the 
Arab mounted his heirie at the dawn of day, went to Marocco,-f- 
purchased the oranges, and returned that night after the gates 
were shut, and sent the oranges to the lady by a guard of one 
of the batteries. I am aware, in reiathig this circumstance, that 
I shall incur the imputation of credulity ; but Mr. Bruce, who 
related many things very common in Africa, was lampooned 
by Munchausen; much, however, of what was doubted, has 
been confirmed by other travellers after him, and I am per- 
suaded that in a short time much more will be ascertained tu 
be fact, which he has, by the ignorant and presuming, been 
censured for relating.;!; If transactions and facts well known by 
the African be incompatible with the European's ideas of pro- 
bability, and, on that account rejected as fables, it is not the 
fault of the former, but of the latter, who has neglected to in- 
vestigate a neighbouring quarter of the globe. 

The Sfirubah Er'retk,^ or Desert horse, is to the common 

♦ Incredible storiea are told of them, as that ihey will hold oul for twenty-fout 
hours togetlier, tiavelling constnntly at the rale of ten miles an hour. See Brown's 
Travels in Africa, &c. Vol. II. p. 259. 

\ Marocco is about one hundred mtlea from Mogodor. 

\ On this subject M. de Florial aptly obserres, that " Ic plui part des iiomines 
" mesurant leur foi pnr leur connoissance acquise, croyeat a fort peu de choses." 

§ This term lilemlly aignifics Wind-sucker; the animal is so called from hi& 
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with the spur, on the horse's side : this is accounted the perfec- 
tion of horsemanship among the Shawiyans, who are acknow- 
ledged to he the first horsemen in Marocco, and not inferior to 
the Bukarie cavalry of the Emperor's life guard, both of whom 
consider the Mamulukes as very inferior to ihem, in every thing 
but their gaudy trappings: their exercise of cavalry consists in 
what they call EI Harka, which is running full speed, about a 
quarterof a mileor less, till they come to a wall, when the rider 
fires his musquet, and stops his horse short, turning him at the 
same time ; this amusement, of which they are ridiculously 
fond, they continue several liours, wasting much powder to little 
purpose, as they do not improve in the direction of their piece, 
having no ball with the charge, nor mark to fire at ; their pieces 
have nothing in them but gunpowder rammed down, rr)r if they 
had wadding, many accidents would happen from their dis- 
charging them close to one another's f^ccs. Tenor twenty horse- 
men suddenly dart oiT at full speed, one half turning to the 
right, and the other to tlie left, after firing, so as not to interfere 
with each other. 

The men who ride these Sh'rubah Er'reeh, as well as the 
Arabs who ride the Heiries, have thtir bowels relaxed at the 
termination of their journey ; for which, on leaving the Desert, 
ihey drink a draught of camel's milk,* called HalHb Niag, 
which being rejected by the stomach, they drink again ; this 
second draught, after remaining a longer time, is sometimes 
also rejected; the third draft, finding the lone of the stomach 
somewhat restored, remains, and turns to nourishment. 

(Jiinmel). —The Camel of burden. This most useful animal 

* A food of extraordiaar; and lAcredible Duuiishmenl, aod a eovereiga remedy 
for ctiiiKumpiioa. 
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The wool of these sheep varies considerably, that of some 
being ver>' coarse, whilst that of others is extremely fine ; no 
care is tuken of the quality, but nature Is left, in this respect {as 
in all others in this country), to take its course, 

Tedia, a rich province bordering on Atlas, north of Marocco, 
abounds in sheep, whose wool is so fine, that no silk is softer: it 
is used in the manufacture of cjps, worn by the opulent, and is 
sold at Fas for a very high price: its exportation being prohi- 
bited, it is consumed by the inhabitants. A breed of these sheep 
would be an acquisition in Europe, and they might be procured. 
The average price of a fleece of wool in Barbary is (wahud dra* 
him) one ounce, or five-pence English, that of a sheep is one 
Mexico dollar. Wool was, till lately, exported toEurojie; par- 
ticularly to Marseilles, and other ports in the Mediterranean, to 
Amsterdam, Hamburgh, and London, but a very inferior quality 
being sent to the latter place, it got a bad name ; the demand, 
however, from other places was so great, that the Emperor had 
representations made to him, that wearing apparel of the Bar- 
bary manufacture was rising in value, in consequence of the 
unlimited exportation of wool, and an order was accordingly 
issued, prohibiting it, the Emperor, to gratify his people, 
assuring them that for the future he would not suffer it to be 
carried out of the country. 

Cofiix— Every lady in England has contributed to the Em- 
peror of Marocco 's treasury, by consuming the leather which is 
made from the skin of the goat; that denominated Spanish 
leather being prepared from the Marocco goat skins. 

The goats of Africa are very prolific, particularly those of 
Tafilclt, which is one cause of such an immense number being 
exported : the duty on this article of commerce forms a consi- 
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: custom-house revenue, 
twice a year, and oi'ten one goat is followed by six or seven kids 
of her oMn, the proikiciion of ninemontlis. 

The goats of the Arab province of Shedma, and the Shelluh 
province of Haha, are the finest in West Baibary, but the Tafi- 
Jelt goals, as before observed, surpass them in size and quality ; 
their milk is richer and more abundant ; their meat more deli- 
cate, particularly wlien young. 

The (jild Filelly) Tafilelt leather, is the softest and the finest 
in the world, and much superior to that of Marocco, or even to 
that of Teiodant: soft and pliable as silk, it is impervious to 
water. The tanners of Taiilelt use the leaves of a shrub called 
tizra, which grows in the Atlas mountains; this, it is pre- 
tended, gives their leather ihat peculiar softness for which it is 
so much esteemed; this however is doubtful, as the tanners, 
above all people, are cautious of discovering to strangers their 
art of tanning. Some quality in the air and water possibly 
may contribute to give the leather that extraordinary pliability. 

REPTILES, INSECTS, SERPENTS, fcc. 

The Camelion. — Tatta is the Arabic, and Tayuli the Sbelluli 
name for this extraordinary and complicated animal; its head 
resembles that of a fish, the body that of a beast, the tail that 
of a serpent, and the legs and feet are somewhat similar to the 
arms and hands of a human being; the tongue is pointed like 
that of a serpent, and is so instantaneous in its motion, that the 
human sight can scarcely perceive it when it darts it out to the 
length of its body, to catch flies (its ordinary food) ; in doing 
this it never misses its mark, so that I imagine there must be 
some glutinous substance which attaches the fly to the tongue, 
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or else it pierces the insect with its point, which is very sharp. 
I have often admired the velocity with whicli the camelion thus 
secures its food, but never could discover whether it were to be 
attributed to the former, or the latter cause. It is partly nou- 
rished by the sun and air ; it delights to bask in the sun with its 
mouth open, to receive the heat of its rays. 

The length of the cainelion when full grown is ten or twelve 
inches, including the tail. When suddenly discovered, and 
pursued, it runs fast, forgetting its wonted camion, which is 
never to trust to the tread of the foot, the toes of wliicli grasp 
the object they tread on : in its ordinary movements, its step is 
geometrically e.vact ; it looks carefully around to discover the 
stale of the surrounding place, and to ascertain if every thing 
be safe, one eye looking behind, the other before, and in all 
transverse directions ; for this organ is ;i perfect hemisphere, 
projecting from the head, and moving in various and indepeit- 
dant directions. Having ascertained that its feet are safe, and 
that the substance on which they are fixed is firm, the camelion 
disengages its tail, and proceeds on, with the same caution, 
again fastening the tail, by twisting it round some branch or 
twig, till it has ascertained the safety of the next step. 

Many doubts have arisen with regard to the camelion's 
mode of changing its colour; from the various and repeated 
observations which I have from time to ihtio made ou this 
most extraordinary animal, in a confined as well as in a free 
state, I have been enabled to ascertain, that in gardens (its 
ordinary resort), it gradually changes its colour, assuming that 
of the substance over which it passes, and to do tliis it requires 
two or three minutes ; the change beginning by the body be- 
comiug covered with small spots of the colour of the substance 
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from using that remedy which credulity or superstition has per- 
suaded him will give strength to the impotent? 

The Arabs assert, that the camelion is the only animal which 
destroys the serpent,* and it is said lo do it in the following 
manner: it proceeds cautiously on the hough of some tree, 
under which the serpent sleeps, and placing itself perpendicu- 
larly over its head, discharges a glutinous thread of saliva, 
having a white drop at the end, which falling on the serpent's 
head, soon kills him. This assertion being general and uncon- 
troverted, among the Arabs, I have mentioned it, as a hint to 
future travellers, who may be desirous of invesiigating its 
. truth. 

The camelion is, by some persons, said to be venemous : but 
I never knew any harm done by them, though the boys some- 
times carry them in their bosoms. 

The Dub, or Saharawan Lizard. — This animal always avoids 
water; it is about eighteen inches long, and three or four 
inches broad across the back; it is not poisonous, being an in- 
habitant of Sahara, which, like Ireland, is said to contain no 
venomous animals :+ it lays eggs like the tortoise; it is very 
swift, and if hunted, will hide itself in the earth, which it per- 
forates with its nose, and nothing can extricate it, but digging 
up the ground. The similarity between the name of this reptile, 
and the Arabic name of the bear (Dnbb), has probably led 
some persons to assert, that there are bears in Africa. 

Locusts (Jeraad). — This destructive creature, which the 
French call sauterclle, confounding it with the common grass- 

• II is called (Adfi el lienali) ihe serpent's enemy. 

t KvGEi llie Bo'ali, or desert serpent (described \a a subacqueiit page), U not 
venomoua. 
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hopper, differs vcn.' much from that insect, in the direful effects 
and devastation it causes iu the countries it visits. Dr. 
Johnson, in his translation of Lobo's Abyssinia, has rendered 
it grasshof^r, although it evidently should have been trans- 
lated locust. 

Locusts are produced from some unknown physical caus;, 
and proceed from the Desert, always coming from the south. 
When they visit a countf)', it behoves every individual to lay in 
a provision against a famine; for they are said to stay three, 
five, or seven years. During my residence in West and South 
Barbar)', those countries suffered a visitation from them during 
seven years. They have a government among themselves, 
similar to that of the bees and ants ; and when the (Sultan 
Jerraad) king of the locusts rises, the whole body follow bim, 
not one solitary straggler being left behind to witness the de- 
vastation. When they have eaten all other vegetation, they 
attack the trees, consuming first the leaves, and then the bark, 
so that the country, in the midst of summer, from their general 
rapacity, bears the face of winter. In my travels, I have seen 
them so thick on the ground, as sometimes actually to Iiave 
covered my horse's hoofs, as he went along ; it is very annoy- 
ing to travel through a host of ihem, as they are continually 
flying In your face, and settling on your hands and clothes. 
At a distance, they appear, in tlie air, like an immense cloud, 
darkening the sun ; and whilst employed iu devouring the 
produce of the land, it has been observed that they uniformly 
proceed one way, as regularly as a disciplined army on its 
march •, nor will it be possible to discover a single one going a 
different way from the rest. In travelling fi^m Mogodor to 
Tangier, before the plague in 1793, the country was covered 
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with tfiem : a ^^r^g^Jar ac^x-yszs. zaem ■■^^■■* ' -«^ 3c Q Aruche; 
the ¥f\uAt ^j^uzftr ir^/a •jsiMt cuizacs tc Sfikrrz a> ekal pbce 
ira« ravaged hy ti^ien, l^x a£:/sr trzmiziz liKTcvxr D Kos,* ihqr 
were tiiji tTi fx; %<^>eo, uj^jjV^ :jxzt vv »uuk io pmwai chea 
hoiii /lying ;i/.t^/M it: ::yj!V/ra. xl/tr war 211 nwrkig that 
way, that ii( to the north : hot wbca ther mdied ibc banks of 
the river, they {^roctt^ed eastward, so that the giardens aod 
UcMIh north of Kl Araicbe were full of TCgctables, fraits, and 
Kiairi. The Aral^f of ttie proviocc of £1 Garbf oonsidered thb 
rniiaikahle circurmtance as an erident iuterpositkm ofPrari' 

This cur^e of heaven can only be conceived by those who 
have Mccn the dismal cfiects of their devastation: the poor 
people by living on them, become meagre and indecent, for no 
luliottr will yield fruit, whilst the locusts continue increasii^io 
nuinliors. lu the rainy season they partially disappear, and at 
the npetiing of the spring the ground is covered with their 
youny; ; tlu).ie crops of corn which are first mature^ and ibe 
grain which becomes hardened before the locust attwis its full 
gniwdi, are likely to escape, provided there be other cropaleas 
forward for them to feed upon. 

In the year J 799, these destructive insects were carried away 
into tlio Western Ocean by a violent hurricane ; and the shores 
wer« ulWrwards a)vcred with their dead bodies, which in many 
plucM emitted a |)estilential smell ; that is, wherever the land 

* *I1m» rivtc «<iUed Luccos should bo El Kos, so named fioin its wiBdin^ 
U\^^^);U iW country in seiuUcircuUur forms ; £1 Kos in Arabic signifies a Imw or 

t Kl tUi^ v^be s guttiifah sisaities in Arabic Ibe west; this is tbe 
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was low, or where the salt water had not washed them :* to tho 
event succeeded a most abundant crop of com, the lands which 
had lain fallow for years, being now cultivated ; but the pit>- 
duce of the cultivation was accompanied with a most infectious 
and deadly plague, a calamity of which the locusts have often 
been deserved to be the fore-runners.'f The Saharawans, or 
Arabs of the Desert, rejoice to see the clouds of locusts proceed- 

* See ihe Author's obsenralioni oo the Plague io Barbary, io the GeDtlemaii's 
Magazine, Febroary 1805, page 1^. 

t In the consulship of Marcus Plantius Hjpsseus, and Marcus FuItius Flaccos, 
i^rica scarce breathing from bloody wars, a terrible and extraordinary destructiQii 
ensued ; for now tbroughont Africa an infinite mnltitnde of locusu were collected^ 
and having devoured the growing com, and consumed the vej^tables, and leares 
of the trees, their tender boughs, and their bark, they were finally driren, by a 
sodden and tempestooos wind, into the air, and being driven by the wind through 
the air, at length were drowned in the sea; their carcases, loathsome and pn- 
trified, being cast op by the waves of the sea in immense heaps, in all parta 
of tbe shore, bred an incredible and infections smell, afker which followed so 
general a pestilence of all living creatoress that the dead bodies of cattle, wiU 
beasts, and fowls, corrupted by dissolution, filled the atmosphere with a contagiosa 
miasma, and augmented the fury of the plague ; but how great and extraordinary 
a death of men there was, I cannot but tremble to report; in Numidia, wbeie 
Micipsa was tbe king, died eighty thousand persons : on the sea^XMst, near Car» 
thage and Utica, about two hundred thousand are reported to have perished; ftom 
tbe city of Utica itself were, by this means, swept from the face of the earth thirty 
thousand soldiers, who were appointed to be the garrison of Africa, and the de^ 
stmction was so violent, according to report, that from one gate of Utica were 
carried to be buried, in one and the same day, the bodies of above fifteen hundred 
of the aforesaid soldiers ; so that by the grace of God (through whose mercy, and 
in confidence of whom I speak of these events), I bokiiy afiirm that sometimei^ 
even in our days, the locusts do much mischief, yet never before happened, in tbe 
time of the Christians, a calamity so insupportable, as thb scourge of locusts, 
which, when alive, were insufferable, and after their death, produced much more 
pemicioos consequences, which, if they had lived, would have destroyed t^tfj 
vegetable thing; but being dead, destroyed, through the plague which they pro- 
duced, all earthly creatures. Vide Paulns Orosius contra Paganos, JUbw V. 
Cap. ii. 
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iog towards the north, anticipating thcrefroui a general nio|rta* 
Yiiy^ which they call (ej-khere) thegood^ or the benediclion;, for 
after depopulating the rich plains of Barbary^ it affords to them 
an opportunity of emanating from their arid recesses in the 
Desert, to pitch their tents in the desolated plains, or along t^e 
banks of some river; as was done by one of the kabylcs of Tuat^ 
after the plague had depopulated. Barbary in the summer and 
autumn of 1 799, and the spring of 1800, when these wild Arabs 
poured into Draha from Sahara, and settled along the banks df 
the river of that devastated country. 

Locusts are esteemed, a great delicacy, and: during the aboys 
periods dishes of them were generally served up at the priiici-^ 
pal repasts; there are various ways of dressing them; that 
usually adopted, was to boil them in water half an liour ; then 
sprinkle them with salt and pepper, and fry them, adding a 
little vinegar; the head, wings, and legs. are t}irpwn away, the 
rest of the body is eaten, and resembles the taste of prawns. As 
the criterion of goodness in all eatables among the Moors is re- 
gulated by the stimulating qualities which they possess, so these 
locusts are preferred to pigeons, because supposed to be more 
invigorating.^ A person may eat a plateful 1 of them, contain- 
ing two or three hundred, without any ill. effects. 

When the Ibcust is young, it is green ; as it grows, it assumes 
a yellow hue, and lastly becomes brown. I was informed by, 
an Arab, who had seen the (Sultan Jeraad) king of the locusts, 
that it was larger and more beautifully coloured than the ordi- 
nary due; but I never myself could procure a sight of it. 

The mode of catching locusts is thus : several persons go 
out in the evening, and where they find the bushes covered|^ 

This iovigorating quality is expressed by the term Skoon^ the k guttural. 
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each. Some tlvc of a yelloiv colour, otliers brown, and some 
black; the yellow possess ihe stroni^est poison, but the venom 
of each aflects the part wounded with frigidity, which takes 
place soon after the sting has been inflicted. 

During the summer, the city of Morocco is so infested with 
this venomous reptile, that it is not uncommon to find them in 
the beds ; all persons, therefore, who visit M.irocco at this season 
of the year, should have the feet of their bedsteads placed in 
tubs oi' pans of water; thi precaution will also prevent the 
attack of bugs, which in summer are a perfect nuisance ; but the 
inhabitants are accustomed to all these sorts of inconveniences, 
and care little about them. 

Most families in Marocco keep a bottle of scorpions infused in 
olive oil, which is used whenever any person is stung by them ; 
for although the scorpion carries an antidote n\ itself, it is not 
always to be caught, as it often stings a person whilst asleep, 
and disappears before he awakes, or thinks of looking for it; in 
which event the body of tlie live scorpion cannot of course be 
procured. It is necessary to bind tbe p.irt, if possible, above 
the place stung, then to cauterize, and afterwards to scarify the 
puncture, to prevent the venom from pervading the system ; 
this method is sometimes effectual, and sometimes not, accord- 
ing to the situation of the part wounded, and the nature of the 
scorpion, some being more poisonous than others ; but where 
tlie flesh of the reptile can be obtained, the cure is said to be 
infallible. 

Musquitos {J^amust). — Musquitos, gnats, and various other 
kinds of annoying insects, appear to have made tlie lakes of 
West Barbary their general rendezvous. I was once compelled 
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lo encamp, during the night, on the banks of the lake oPMamnra 
{having travelled, on hoi'seback, a fatiguing day's journey of 
fifty-six miles), where I was intolerably tormented with the 

■ musquitos; it being suggested, that they were attracted by the 
lights in the tents, these were extinguished, hut without alfurd- 
ing any relief: fatigued as I was, as well as every one else, I 
endeavoured in vain to sleep, and was at length obliged to cause 
ihe tents to be struck, the camels loaded, and to proceed on my 
way in the night, all wliich the servants and Arabs cheerfully 
performed, though nearly exhausted with the heat of the pre- 
ceding day. In the morning, I found my face and hands in a 
most deplorable condition, being similar to those of a person in 
the worst stage of the small-pox. 
The musquitos and other insects attack strangers with great 

' keenness, biting them, and sucking their blood in a most distres- 
sing manner. The thick skins of the Arabs, exposed daily to 
the scorching heat of tho sun, are impenetrable to their bite, 
otherwise they would not be able to exist ; for although the 
country is productive, and the soil good, yet nothing can com- 
pensate for the vexatio» arising fronn the unremitted attacks 
of these irritating insects. 

Cricket. — This insect abounds in the Atlas mountains, pierc- 

] ing the still air of night with its incessant noise. They are 

j very large, having beautiful gray wings, covered with several 
gold coloured spots ; the back is yellow, variegated with green. 
Serpents ( Henushe). — Of these there are various species in 
Barbary, but two only are extremely venomous ; the one is of a 
black colour, about seven or eight feet long, with a small head, 
which it expands frequently to four times its ordinary size, when 
about to aUack any object. Tiiis serpent is called Buska^ and 
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is the only one that will attack travellers; in doing which, it 
coils itself up, and darts to a great distance, by the elasticity of 
its body and tail. I have seen it coil itself, and erect its head 
about twelve or eighteen inches above the ground, expanding 
it at the same time when it darted forward. The wound in- 
flicted by the bite is small, but the surrounding part immedi- 
ately turns black, which colour soon pervades the whole body, 
and the su£ferer expires in a very short time. This serpent is 
carried about by the (Abawie*^) charmers of serpents. 

El Effah is the name of the other serpent remarkable for its 

* These Aisawie have a considerable sanctuary at Fas. They go to Suse in 
large bodies about the month of July to collect serpents, which they pretend to 
render harmless by a certain form of words, incantation, or invocation to (Seedy 
ben Aisaht) their tutelary saint. They have an annual feast, at wuich time they 
dance and shake their heads quickly, during a certain period, till they become 
giddy, when they run about the towns frantic, attacking any person that may 
have a black or dark dress on ; tbey bite, scratch, and devour any thing that 
comes in their way* They will attack an Unjumma, or portable fire, and tear the . 
lighted charcoal to pieces with tlieir hands and mouths. I have seen them take 
the serpents, which they carry about, and devour them alive, the blood streaming 
down their clothes. The incredible accounts of their feats would fill a volume; 
the following observations may suffice to give the reader an idea of these extra- 
ordinary fanatics. The Buska and the El Efiah here described, are enticed 
out of their holes by them ; they handle them with impunity, though their bite is 
asceftained to be'tnortnl ; tbey put them into a cantt basket, and throw it over 
their shoulden: these serpents they carry about the country, and exhibit them 
to the people. I have seen them play with them, and suffer them to twist round 
their bodies ia'all directions, without receiring any injtiry from th^m. I have ' 
often enquired bow they managed to do this, but never could get any direct or 
satisfactory answer; they assure you, however, that faith in their saint, and the 
powerful inBuence of the name of the Divinity, him yJUah, enables them to 
work these miracles: they maintain themselves in a miserable way, by donations' 
from the spectators before whom they exhibit. This art of fascinating serpents 
was known by the ancient Africans, as appears from the Marii and Psylli, who 
were Africans, and shewed proofs of it at iiome. 

t Aisahsignifies Jesus: thus Jesus Christ is denominated by the Mohamme- 
dans, Seedna Aisah, i. e. Our Lord Jesus. 
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^ick and peBCtntiiig poiscm; k is about two feet long, and as 
thick as a nian*s ann^ beautifully spotted with yellow and 
brown, and sprinkled over with blackish specks, similar to the 
boni-Dosed snake. They have a wide mouth, by which thgr 
inhale a great quantity ofdr, and whoi inflated therewitht thq^ 
eject it wuh such force as to be heard at a considerable distance. 
These mortal enemies to mankind are collected by the Aisawie 
before-mentioned, in a desert of Suse, where their holes are «o 
numerous, that it is difficult for a horse to pass over it without 
stunibling. 

The Baah^ or desert snake, is an enormous monster, from 
twenty to eighty feet longi as thick as a man s body, and of a 
dingy colour : this inhabitant of Sahara is not venomous, thougit 
it is not less destructive: the Arabs (speakii^ of it figura* 
lively)* affirai, that as it passes along die desert it fircsi the 
ground with the velocity of its motion. It is impossible ta 
escq>e it ; it will twist itself round an ox, and after crushipg its 
bones, will swallow it gradually, after which it lies supinely on 
the ground two or three days, unable to proceed till the animal 
be digested. Two of these monsters stationed themselves near 
the road from Marocco to Terodant, near to the latter city, a 
few years since; one of them was killed, the other remained 
there several days, aod prevented travellers from passing the 
road : they were both young ones, beii^ about twenty feet kmg* 
Various stories are related by the Arabs of Sahara respecting 
the Boahs ; but they are mostly ii^^uious fables, originally in- 
tended to inculcate some moral lesson. Without speaking of all 
the various kinds of serpents which are either timid, harmless 
or not venomous, I must observe, that 

heik el bled beibiielha» 




Tlu Domestic Strpe.nls claim some atlention. In the city of 
Marocco these aniinaN abound ; there is scarcely a house with- 
out its domestic seipeni, which is sumciiaics seen inovitig along 
the roofs of tlie apartmenfi ; they are never innlested Ity the 
family, who would not hurt them on any consideration, con- 
ceiving them a benediction on tlie household ; they have been 
known to suck the breasts of women whilst asletp, and retire 
without offering any furtlicr injury. They are so suscepiiblc, 
as to be sensible of enmity towards them, and it is thought im- 
prudent to incur their dispLasure; for this reason the inhabi- 
tants of Marocco treat ihcm kindly, and as members of the 
family, not wishing to disturb an animal that claims the rights 
of hospitality by setiling in their house. 




The Tortoise. (Fackione.) Lnndtortoises of a very large 
size abound in Barbary and in Suse, where, in the afternoon of 
a hot day, one may collect a dozen in the course of an hour. 
They are esteemed good eating by the French, and tlie inha- 
bitants of the shores of the Mediterranean.* Tlic wonderful 
geometrical construction of this auimal is such, that it will bear 
a ton weight on its back. 

In Sahara the turpins, or land toitoises, are reported to be 
very large, weighing four, five, or six hundred weight; but I 
never heard of any like those found at the time Le*) Africanus 
wrote, who nienlions a man who had seen one as big as a lun> 
and be himself says he saw one the size of a barrel. 



• The turtle called ihe Hawk's bill is excellent on this cuan. I never eat any 
superior In l^urope; tliey nre plentilul ai Agucteer, bul us <he nat.vcB do nut eat 
them, ihey c.ire not about CHtcbing lliem, except wlieit employed au to do 
l>y sum* EurupeAD. 
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weighing from eight to ten pounds ; after laying these eggs, the 
bird goes away, forgetting or forsaking them, and if some other 
ostrich discover them, she hatches them, as il tliey were her 
own, forgetting prohably whether the}- are or are not ; so defi- 
cient is the recolluction of this bird. In addition to their usual 
food, they swallow stones, gravel, sand, and metals ; it is not 
ascertained whether they drink or not. 

Among the various animals which the Arabs hunt for sport 
or pntfil, that which most fully rewards their exertions, is the 
ostrich : a party of about twenty Arabs, mounted on the desert 
horses already described,* set out together, riding gently 
against the wind, one after ihe other, at the distance of about 
half a mile asunder; they walk on, tracing the foot-marks, till 
they discover those of the ostrich, which they then follow; 
when they come in sight of their game, they rush towards it 
at full speed, always keeping nearly the same distance as at 
first ; the bird finding her wings an impediment to her progress 
against the wind, turns towards the horsemen, and after escaping 
the first and second, is perhaps shot, or brought down by the 
third or fourth, or some of those that follow; they arc, how- 
ever, often a whole day in the chase before they secure their 
bird. Were it not for this stratagem, aided by the stupidity of 
the ostrich, it would be impossible to take it. The Saharawans 
carry muskets, but in hunting the ostrich they rarely use them^ 
trusting rather to their Zerwata, which is a stick about two feet 
long, and three inches in circumference, taken i'rom the Alk 
Soudan tree, or the tree that produces the Sciicgal gum, being 
a hard close-grained heavy wood ; this Zerwata they throw 
with. extraordinary dexterity at the legs of the birds, and by 

' '"' * See the (lescriptioa, page 9^ ■ ^"•'■-'•* » 
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breaking or maiming tlieni, impede tlieir progress, and by that 
means secure them. Having cut the throat according lo the 
Mohammedan practice, they pluck off the feathers and divide 
them, as well as tlie carcase, into different portions: on these 
occasions, as on ail others, whether in hunting, pillaging, or at- 
tacking (Akkabahs) the accumulated caravans from Soudan, 
they divide the booty into as many shares as there are persons 
to partake, caring but little about the equality of them ; then 
each person taking something that he has about him (such as a 
key, a knife, or a piece of money), they put it into the corner of 
a bayk or garment, and covers it over, waiting till some stranger 
or uninterested j)ei"50n appears, whom tliey engage to take out 
fef the garment before mentioned, the different articles de- 
posited therein, and tu place one on each of the parcels or lots 
of feathers and meal, when each person takes up that portion 
on which the atticle belonging tu him is placed; they then 
separate, and retire to their respective douars, where they re- 
gale themselves and their families with the produce of their 
sport. The flesh ot the ostrich is by no means palatable to an 
European; it is a dark coloured and strong meat ; the fat is 
much esteemed in medicine fur all kinds of bruises and sprains, 
and is sold at a verv high price : but money will not always 
procure it, friendship or hospitality being more powerful in 
these regions than even money itself! this medicine, therefore, 
is olicn procurable only through ilie former. The feathers are 
sold by the hunters to the agents of the merchants of Mogodor 
established at Wedinoon, for the purpose of transportation 
finally to Europe, lo adorn the heads of our fashionable females. 
Writing as I am for the information of merchants as well as 
others, it may not be unacceptable to my readei-s, some of 
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whom may perhaps be induced to form establishments !n those. 
unknown regions, to leam the method of purchasing ostrich 
feathers in West and South Barbary. It is as follows : 

A quintal, or loO lbs. weight, is thus distributed according to 
custom from time immemorial : 

75lb. small black feathers. 
rZumar. "J 

aSlb.-J Lobar. >of each one-third. 

(Long black. J 

N. B. The feathers denominated Zumar, are preferable to 
Long Black, and these are preferable to Lobar. To this quintal 
of assorted feathers are added 6 lb. 4 oz. of passable or fine 
feathers, which are delivered in the following proportions : 

No. I. Surplus face feathers, called Uguh, No. 1. 2lb. 

2,- Fine face feathers, of which three count 
for two of No. 1. so that 3lb. of No. 2 
being delivered count for - - ij 

3. Face feathers valued 2 for one surplus 

face, so that 4lb count for - - - 2 

4. Basto face 3lb. count for one - - i 

lb. 7 
to each quintal 6 4 

Surplus 



12 oz. 



These 12 oz. over the quintal are brought into imaginary pieces*, 1 
or single feathers ; thus a\ surplus face feathers are equivalent 
to one ounce, so that 12 oz. will make filty-ibur feathers ; thg 
contract will therefore stand thus : 
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-- 100 lb. at 90 drahims per lb. Is 9000 drahims, or 900 Mexico 

p dollars. 

I 54 feathers or pieces, al 9 dra- 

I7i hims per piece, is 486 drahims. 

9486 drahims, 
which sum is equivalent to 848-^ Mexico dollars. 

A^ surplus face feathers are calculated at 1 oz. 

100 ditto ditto ditto - - 22f oz. 

But custom makes 100 feathers count for 22 oz. without the 
fraction before mentioned. 

This explanation may give some idea of the mode of pur- 
chasing this article of commerce, which requires much practice 
and experience, before the purchaser will be free from impo- 
sition. There are but two or three persons at Mogodor who 
perfectly understand it, and the method of passing them at the 
custom-house. 

The price here affixed is the average. The competition 
among the Jews, and the almost entire monopolization of the 
Marocco trade by these people, has latterly enhanced the price; 
for, by contriving to exclude the English, and the Christians in 
general, as much as possible from commerce, they are too 
often induced to trade beyond their capital, and by frequently 
overstocking the market, cause a forced trade, thereby throwing 
the profits, which before were reaped by the European, into 
the hands of the natives ; the consequence of this is, that the 
Emperor, displeased at his subjects becoming too suddenly 
rich, exacts an additional duty on the exportion of the article, 
whereupon its price in the country immediately falls, and the 
surplus of pruhL is, by this policy, tl^rown into the imperial 
exchequer. '- 
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The Vulture {J^esser) — Excepting the ostrich, this Is the 
largest bird in Africa ; it Is common in all places where the 
gum ammoniac plant grows, and it is said to feed on the horned 
beetle, which lives upon that plant. In the plains east of El 
Araiche, where the plant abounds, I have seen at least twenty 
of these birds in the air at once, darting down on the insects 
with astonishing rapidity. They build their nests on lofty pre- 
cipices, high rocks, and in dreary parts of the mountains. Mr. 
Bruce calls this bird the Nessir, or golden eagle, but I appre- 
hend he has committed an error in denominating it an eagle, 
thegcnerical name of which, in the Arabic language, is El Bezz. 

The Eagle. — Bezz el Horreh designates the largest species of 
eagle, with undescribably clear and beautiful eyes of an orange 
colour. I shot one of these birtls in crossing the Atlas moun- 
tains between Marocco and Terodant, and attempted to preserve 
it for the purpose of sending it to Europe, but it died on the 
third day. This is the bird which is reported by the Africans 
to engender the dragon on the female hyasna ; a chimera origi- 
nating undoubtedly in some Arabian fable or allegorical tradi- 
tion, though generally credited by the inhabitants of Atlas, who 
affirm the dragon thus engendered to have the wings and beat 
of an eagle, a serpent's tail, and short feet like a hysena, the 
eye-lids never closed, and that it lives in caves like the hyaena. 

Hawks and Falcons. — The Shereefs and Bashaws, and higher 
orders of society, are much attached to falconry. Muley Teib, 
brother to the present Emperor, was passionately fond of this 
kindof spoit,andhad the best falcons in the country. Tliey teach 
these young hawks dexterously to fly at and catcli ducks, wild- 
geese, partridges, hares, bustards, and antelopes ; the latter, 
however, is too strong to be held by the falcon, which hovers 
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about its head, and impedes its progress, till the greyhounds 
come up with it and secure it. I have hunted with the prince 
Muley Teib and his falconers several times, accompanied by 
Dr Bell, an Enghsh surgeon who attended him. 

White Herons [BufulUl). — The white heron differs from the 
garde boeuls*) ox-keepers ; it is called bufula in the singular 
number; the garde bceuf is called by the Arabs Teer el buk- 
kera, which signifies the cow bird, as ihe large red-spotted lizard 
is called Erdar el bukk«ra, because it sucks the cows' milk. A 
person might, however, easily mistake the garde boeuf for the 
white heroD, as I did once myself; having killed about a hun- 
dred at different times, I have often shot the former for the 
latter; the Arabs always persuaded me they were not the 
same; and in fact so 1 found, for I never saw a heron killed 
near a cow ; they are found on the banks of rivers, where they 
feed on worms; at a distance of fifty yards, they are exactly 
the same in appearance ; the heron, however, when examined, 
appears to differ in the colour of the legs, which are black, 
whereas those of the garde boeuf are yellowish, or brown : the 
heron has two long narrow feathers on the crown of the head, 
hanging over the neck ; the garde boeuf has none : the heron 
has from twenty to a hundred aigrette feathers on its back ; the 
garde boeuf has none. With regard to what is said in the note 
below,-!* it may be observed that the transposition or omission 

* Vide Sonini's Travels io Egypl, page 217. 

+ I caaDot suppress a smile when I recollect a trifling adventure to which the 
egrets gave occasion in my jnuniey from Rosetla to Alexandria wiifi M. Tott; he 
took with him a surgeon, puffed up with folly and conceit, and combining their 
knowledge of natural history, they had decided tha.t the numerous egrets, whose 
dazzling whiteness (so interesting an emblem ot'candoHr and virginity], consti- 
tuted the most beautiful ornament of the banki of the t^ile, were the Ibis or 
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of one point or dot, in the Arabic language, is suEGcient to make 
bufula, bukula ; nay more, what is bukuia in the west, is written 
the same in the east, and pronounced bufula, for the k of the 
western Arabs is the s of the eastern. But the curlew is called 
bukula, and the white heron, or egret, bufula in the east, as 
well as in the west. 

The Bustard abounds in the provinces of Tcinsena, Beni- 
hassen, and Duquella; some are also found in Abda and Suse: 
being a shy bird, the "Arabs approach it gradually, and in a cir- 
cular line : when they reach within a hundred yards, they fall 
down, and creep along the ground gently till they come within 
shot. The flesh of this bird is much esteemed, and is consi- 
dered an acceptable present by men of highran k, 

Tfit Slork [B'elharge.) — The general colour of the stork's 
plumage is white, the extremities of the wings being tipped 
with black ; tliey are from two to three feet in height from the 
feet to the bill. During the summer, the old towns of West 
Barbary are frequented by these birds, which go generally in 
pairs: they are migratory, and when they do not return to 
their usual haunts at the accustomed season, it is considered 
ominous of evil. Any person that should presume to shoot this 
, sacred bird, would incur the resentment of the whole city, and 
be accounted a sacrilegious infidel ; for, besides being of the 
greatest utility in destroying serpents and other noxious rep 
tiles, they are also emblematical of faith and conjugal affection, 
and on that account held in the highest estimation by all true 
Moosclmin. They build their nests, which are curious, on the 

Curlews of the ancieoti ; birds on which antiquity conferred the highest hoaouis. 
Whatever I could say, they would not rehnquisti their opiaion, Vide Soaini's 

,TweU. 
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top of some old tower or castle, or on the terraces ofuninhabiled 
houses, where ihey constantly watch their young, exposed to 
the scorching rays of the sun. They will not suffer any one to 
approach iheir nests. 

The cities and towns of Mequinas, Fas. Marocco, Muley Driss 
Zerone, Rabat, Salee, El Araiche, Azmiore, and Saffy, are an- 
nually visited by the stork ; there are none at M')godnr, it being 
not only a new town, but situated on a peninsula, at the extre- 
mity of vast heaps of moving sand, which separate it h'om the 
cultivated country, and prevent serpents and other noxious 
animals from harbouring there. 

The Patiridge.—'Yhx^ beautiful bird abounds in every part 
of West Barbary ; it is larger, and finer feathered than that of 
Europe; the legs are red. The Moors have a peculiar manner 
of /iUH^m^ the partridge: in the plains of Akkermute and Jibbel 
Hedded, in Siiedma, they take various kinds of dogs wiih them, 
from the greyhound to the shepherd's dog, and following the 
birds, on horseback, and allowing them no time to rest, they 
soon fatigue them, when they arc taken by the dogs; but as the 
Moosehnin eats nothing but what has had its throat cut, he 
takes out his knife, and exclaiming (Bisuiiliah), "In the name 
ofGod,"cuts the throat of the game, and by letting it bleed de- 
stroys the flavour; for this reason game is not esteemed at the 
repasts of the Arabs, where mutton and beef are preferred ; 
Iamb and veal are unlawful, it being an injunction of the Mo- 
hammedan law to eat nothing till it is full grown, which is one 
cause of the gieat quantity of cattle which leed in the plains. 
1 El ^cgr.— This bird is similar to the English parti idge, 

I having however darker plumage ; it is found only in arid stony 

I places, where the shrubs are stunted, and in all (haru&he) plains 
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or places covered with basaltic roclts ; but I believe no where 
else, except when on the wing to drink at some river, which 
-they do regularly at noon and at siin-set ; basking in the sun 
all the day, and pecking at tlie harsh stunted shrubs found in 
the above mentioned situations. The Rogr is unknown in Eu- 
rope, according to Dr. Broussonet, an eminent botanist, for 
wliom I shot several during his residence at Mogodor, in the 
quality of French Charge des Affaires. 

Pigeons. — Pigeons, denominated El Hamincni by the Arabs, 
are in prodigious numbers all over West Barbary, tame as well 
as wild : tlie turtle dove (called El Imam) also abounds io 
the woods and gardens, adding considerably, by their plaintive 
notes, to the soothing pleasures of the country. Tiiere are im- 
mense quantities of wild pigeons in the island of Mogodor, 
which build tlieir nests in the holes, and excavated rocks of the 
island; and as it is unlawful to shoot there, it being the state 
prison of the empire, they are harmless and do.nesticdied. 
Early in the morning, Ihey fly in immense flocks, to the adjacent 
province of Haha, where they feed on the corn and vegetables 
during the day, and rettirn about an hour before sun set. 

The beautiful cream-coloured dove, with a black ring round 
its neck, is a native of Marocco and Terodant. 

Curlews (BukuUel* ). — These birds abound in various parts 
of West Barbary, and are so ninneroiis at El Waladia, that one 
would imagine it was the roosting place for all the curlews on 
the earth ; the peninsula which encompasses the large bay of 
water at this place, being rocky and uninhabited, is full of all 
kinds of them; it is a very delicious bird when the blood \% 
not lost by the throat being cut. 

* This ii ihe plural ; the singular is Bukuln. 
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auy Mooselinin. As they destroy beetles and vermin, they are 
certainly entitled to the deference paid to them ; and arc cano- 
nized, perhaps, from having visited the toinI>of MobanimL-d. 

7iie Owl. — The owl of Africa {called Muka) is similar to that 
of Lurope, having the eye of a bright yellow. The screech owl 
(called Saher) is an ominous bird, and is supcrstJtiously 
thought to be the forerunner of evil. 



The same variety of fish that is found in the Mediterranean 
is caught on the shores of West and South Barbary. Of the 
fresh water fish, 

Shebbel — is in most request; it is similar to our salmon, but 
neiiher so large nor so red in the flesh, though extremely rich 
and delicate. Immense quantities are Cdught in the rivers of 
Barbary, particularly in those of El K.os, Mamora, Tensifi, and 
Susc : ihey are salted, or baked and preserved for the supply of 
Blcd-tl-jerrede, and other places of ihe interior, even as far as 
Soudan ; but the greatest consumption of the dried shebbel is 
in Bltd-el-jenede, where the inhabitants live lor the most part 
on dates, as these fish are accounted a corrective of any ill ef- 
fects produced from eating immoderately of ttiat fruit. 

The people who catch the shebbel give to the Emperor a per 
centage by way of duty. 

There is a very considerable fishery on this coast, managed 
by the Spaniards from the Canary Islands, which extends from 
lat. N. zO° lO' to lat. N. 29° being nearly bOO miles, and abounds 
in all kinds of excellent Hsh ; as there is at present no town, 
villasc or fixed hahitaliun on the coast, within the district above 
iKiiUioned, the Spaniards fish unmulesLcd; neither do cruizers 





ever approach these parts, except by accident, so that the fisher- 
men are secure from capture. In the spring and summer the fish 
are said to abound on llie nortliern part of this extent of c last ; 
and as the autumn approaches, they go gra'lually vo . hvu-J. 
Whilst I was tstablislied at Agadeer, I saw many kinds ol curi- 
ous fish which 1 have never seen in any other part of Africa 
or Ktirope. 

fj'fiales. — About the coast of Africa, from Agadeer to Arguin, 
whales are frequently cast on shore,* deluded, perhaps, hke the 
unforiunale mariners, who being led away imperceptibly by ihe 
impetuosity of a deceitful current, are ashore before they are 
aware of being even near the land. Whenever the w hale is cast 
ashore, ambergris is found on the shore, and is brought to 
Agadeer for sale. The Moors being very partial to this perfume» 
consume all that comes to market; so that none is sent to Eu- 
rope. It is called in Arabic El Amber, and is supposed to 
possess highly stimulating qualities, for which purpose it is 
often infused in tea by the African Arabs, Moors, and others. 



* During my atny at Messa, I saw two enormous jaw-bones of a wbalfl erected 
in the form of an arch, and on enquiring how they came there, was informed that 
tliey had been (here (min zeman) from time immemorial, and that the tiah was 
thrown on the ^hore, having a man in his beily, whose name was recorded to be 
Jonah. Having laughed heartily at this whimsical story, I was surprized tu find 
my iDi'ormaul not oidy veiy aetioui, but desirous to impress my mind with a belief, 
thai there was no duubt of the fact. It has been handed down, said he, by tra- 
ditiun, and nobody but a Cbiislinu would doubt the fact ! Ses Brookes'i Uozel- 
leer, title Messa. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Metallic, Mineral, and Vegetable Productions. 

METALS AND MINERALS. 

Gold and Silver Mines are found in several parts of the Em- 
pire of Marocco ; but more particularly about Messa in the 
province of Susc. Being once on a visit to the Vicegerent of 
this province, Allcaid Mohammed ben Delemy, at Shtuka, and. 
desirous to examine the country in the viciniLy of Messa, to- 
gether with its mines, 1 requested an escort from the Vice- 
gerent, to accompany me thither, which he readily granted. 
On my arrival at Messa, I proceeded to the southern banks of 
the river, where I was shewn a gold mine, which, I was in- 
formed, had been worked by the Portuguese, when ibey were 
in possession of this district, and who, previous to their depar- 
ture, had thrown stones into the aperture, which the Shelluhs 
had frequently attempted in vain to remove. These stones were 
of an immense size, and it would have required considerable 
mechanical powers to effect their removal. I was next con- 
ducted through the bed of the river, when I discovered, on a 
bluish soil, two separate strata of blue sand iuternn'xed with 
silver dust; of this I cullected a small quantity, and sent it to 
England to be analyzed ; but such is the disposition of the 
people, that they will not allow the sand to be taken away in 
any quantity for the purpose of extracting the metal; though 
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they make no use of it themselves, being unacquainted with the 

proper method of refining it. 

Near Elala and Sluuka, in the same province, tliere is a very 
rich silver mine ; but being situated between two clans, they 
are continually fighting about it, and by this means both par- 
ties are deprived of the benefit it offers. I have purchased 
lumps of this silver, which had been refined by the natives, and 
it was more pure than the silver of Spaiiish dollars. 

There is another silver mine in the plains of Msegina, near 
Santa Cruz : this was reported to the Emperor Seecli Moham- 
med, to be extremely rich, and he accordingly sent some per- 
sons couversant in minerals to inspect, and report upon it. 
Previous to their departure, however, they were secretly in- 
formed, that he wished to discourage the working of this mincy 
lest the province might be thereby rendered too rich and 
powerful, and the people be enabled to throw off their alle* 
giance. In consequence of this, after a formal examination had 
been made, it was reported that the mine would not pay for the 
expense of working it. The entrance was then broken in, and 
theShtlluhs, discouraged by this unfavourable report, and not 
susjiecting the motive for destroying the mine, paid no further 
attention to it. This mine had probably been worked by the 
Portuguese, when they were in possession of Santa Cruz and 
Agurem. 

Cold is also found ui the Atlas mountains, and in Lower 
Suse, but the mines are not worked.* 



* I procured several specimens of gnld aad silver ores rrom the various mine* 
in this province, whitli 1 sent to Europe to be analyzed ; but ihe smallneBs of (lie 
^uaatily preciuded any considerable advantage frani the analyzaliuu, ami 1 bad 
not an opportunity afterwards of repeating the tiial to a larger exlent. „ ^ j. 
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Suse also produces iron, copper, and lead ore. In the moun- 
tains ofldaultit, they have iron, which they manufacture them- 
selves into gun-barrels, and other articles. At Tcsellergt the 
copper mines are extremely abundant ; but they work them 
only as they want the metal. In Tatilelt are mines of anti- 
mony ; it abounds also in lead oie. 

Mineral Salt. — West Jiarbary, Bictl-el-jerredc, and parts of 
Sahara, abound in mineral salt, of a red colour, which is dug 
from quarries and mines. In the province ol Abda iliere is a 
very extensive lake, which furnishes salt of a superior quality 
to the mineral ; they are both excfedinv'y strong, and are uot 
Jit to prepare meat with, having been fixqucntly tiied; this, 
however, may be owing to the unskilluilncss of the iViours in 
curing meat. 

Near the cities of Fas and Mequinas a similar salt is also 
found; and a beautifully while and pure kind is procured 
among the rocks, which bind many pans of the coast ; this is 
produced by the cBiilgence of the meridian sun, exhaling the 
water from the salt which remains in the cavities. 

Vast quantities of salt are conveyed by the Akkabahs to Sou- 
dan, where none is produced, aud on that account is so valu- 
able at Timbucloo, that a pound weight is frequently bartered 
for an ounce of gold dust. 

Salt-fjetre. — This article, now prohibited from exportation, 
except under certain restrictions, and particular grauLs, is the 
produce of Fas, Marocco, and Terodant ; that ot 1 erodaut or 
Suse is the best, purest, and strongest, and in its unrcfiLied dilate 
is equal to that of Marocco when refined.* 

* It is probabl}' owing to the deficiency of knowledge in African langungrt' 
Among Europeans (whicb not oa\y im^iedeD, but utten rende.s utj(;itive, our 
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Lead Ore (El Kahol), — There are two kinds of this mineral ; 
that which is the best and most esteemed sells for double the 
price of the common kind, and is the basis of the black sub- 
stance used by the African ladies to tinge their eyes, eye-brows, 
and eye-lashes. The Atlas mountains abound with this lead 
ore, particularly the eastern side of them, towards Fighig and 
Tafilelt. The best kind, as already observed, is called El Kahol 
Filelly (i. e. lead ore of Tafilelt). 

Sulphur. — Bef»rc this mineral was imported from the Medi- 
terranean, it was dug from the foot of Atlas, opposite to Tero- 
dant, where there are immense quantities.* 

lEUITS, PLANTS, fcc. 

Figs, called by the Western Arabs, Kermuse; there are 
many kinds of this fruit, some of which are purple, others 
green ; they are esteemed wholesome, and abound in every 
part of the empire. At Tcrodant, Marocco, Fas, and Tetuan, 
they are uncommonly fine, and of an exquisite flavour ; those 
of Mogodor, however, are very inferior, as are most of the fruits 
that grow in the environs of that arid and sandy country. The 
Jews extract (mahaya) an ardent spirit from figs, which they 
drink immoderately whilst hot from the alembic; but when 

negocialions with the Emperor) that we have beeo hiiherEo prevented from ob- 
taiaing rery considerable supplies as well oT tliis us of manj other uaeful articles, 
sucli as naval stores and provisions, from West Barbary. 

• The Arabs of Woled Abussebah manufacture gun-powder of a quality far 
superior to tliat of Europe ; for ifit be immersed in water during a night, and (lien 
talccn out, it is perfectly dry and fit for uste ; but ilicy kceij the process a secret. 
That which is made by the Moors is, iu general, of a very iufeiiui quality, having 
neither slrength nor quickness. 
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tliey have patience to keep U a ye:tr or two, it becomes a milj 
spirit, losing its healing and pernicious quality. 

Indian Fig, or Prickly Pear (Cactus Opiintia), called Ta^a- 
nareele, by the Shelluhs, and Ktrmuse. d'Ensarrah, by the Arabs 
and Moors. The treewliich pi'oduces this fruit grows from ten 
to twenty feet in height ; its leiives, from the sides of which the 
fruit springs, ate thick and succulent, and impregnated with a 
transparent mucilaginous juice, which, from its peculiarly 
cooling and anti-iuflamniatory qualities, was much u'icd with 
gum ammoniac, during the plague, for cataplasms and fumiga- 
tions. The Indian Hg is very different from otlier figs ; when 
ripe, it is of an oval form, and of a colour inclining to orange 
or yellow; it has a thick succulent rind, so covered with iiiic 
sharp prickles, as to render leather gloves, or some other sub- 
Blitule necessary, when peeling it. This fruit is of an extraor- 
dinary refrigerating quality, and is, on tlial account, eaten in the 
early part of the morning by the people of Haha and Suse, 
where it abounds. In hot weather it is a giateful restoiative to 
the relaxed state of the bowels. The tree grows in stony arid 
situations, and frequently affords refreshment to the traveller, 
when he least expects to find so cooling a fruit. 

Mmonds, — Tlie quantities of this fruit produced in the pro- 
vince of Suse are incalculable, and have, latterly, been much in- 
creased. The bitter kind is exported to Europe ; but the sweet, 
being an article of food, has been, by the present Emperor, 
prohibited from exportation, which has recently dimiuJsjcd 
considerably the cultivation of this nutritious fruit. 

Gum Sandrac Tree. — Thuya, Atur, or Sandrac-tree, is pro- 
bably the Arbor vitie of Theophrastus : it is similar in leaf to 
the juniper, and, besides producing the gum sandrac, the wood 
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is invaluable, being somewhat like cedar, having a similar 
smell J and beinw impenetrLible to the worm; it is, however, 
a harder wood, and would be a great acqiitsition in ship- 
building; ; and there are means of procuring it. The roofs 
of houses, and cielings of loomsj aie made of this unptrishable 
wood. 

El Rassul. — A small pUnt little known, but used by tJie 
tanners in tlie preparation of leather. 

I'izra, or Scuhatjha. — A shrub about three feet high, used also 
in the preparation of leather; it grows near the Jibl)el Heddid 
in the plains* of Akkcrmute, in the province of Shedma. (See 
the map of West Barbary). 

Hashisha^ and Kief. — The plant called Hashisha is the Afri- 
can hemp plant; it grows in all the gardens ; and is reared in 
the plains at Marocco, for the manufacture of twine: but in 
n)ost parts of ihc country it is cultivated for the extraordinary 
and pleasing voluptuous vacuity of mind which it produces in 
those who smoke it : unlike the intoxication from wine, a fasci- 
nating stupor pervades the mind, and the dreams are agreeable. 
The kief, which is the flower and seeds of the plant, is the 
strongest, and a pipe of it half the size of a common English 
tobacco-pipe, is sufficient to intoxicate. The infatuation of tliose 
who use it is such, that they cannot exist without it. The kief is 
often pounded, and mixed with [El Moj'une), an invigorating 
confection, which is sold at an enormous price; a piece of this 
as big as a walnut will for a time entirely deprive a man of all 
reason and intellect ; they prefer it to opium, from the volup- 

* tlanislic is a nfline Applied in Africa to nil plains or places cofered with 
bosaliic tlones, bearing marks of some ancient convulsion of nature. Tliese 
places are iiiteiopeised over liie Desert, or Sahara, uod in olUer parts of Africa. 
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tuous sensations which it never fails ib pro'diice. tVirie or 
brandy, ihey say, does not stand in competition with it. The 
Hasliisha, or leaves of tlie plant, are dried and cut like tobacco, 
with which ihey are smoked, in very small pipes ; but when 
the person « Islies to indulge in the sensual stupor it occasions, 
he smokes the Hashisha pure, and in less than half an hour it 
operates ; the person under its influence is said to experience 
pleasing images: he fancies himself in company with beautiful 
women ; he dreams that he is an emperor, or a bashaw, and that 
the world is at his nod- There are other plants which possess a 
similar exhilirating quality, among which is a species of the 
Palma Christi, the nuts of which, mixed with any kind of food, 
affect a pei-son for three hours, and then pass off. These they 
often use when they wish to discover the mind of a person, or 
what occupies his thoughts. 

Snohar. — This is a plant much used by the tanners in the 
preparation of leather: it grows on Mount Alias and about 
Tetuan. 

io/uj.— The Lotus, or water lily, grows in the rivers and 
streams of El Garb ; it is called By the Arabs Nufar. The lotus, 
or nymphiea lotus, has often been mistaken for a very different 
plant, called by the ancients Lolus, or Rhamnus Lolas, and which 
served formerly for food to a certain people in Africa, thence 
named Lotoph.igi ; this plant, which is a shrub similar in ap- 
pearance to the wild jujube, or buckthorn, is called by the 
Arabs Seedra^ and grows about the Atlas mountains east of 
Marocco aud Terodant. It has been described by Mr. Mungo 
Park in his I'ravels in Africa. 

Mallow^. — This herb is much used by the Arabian doctors ; 
stud the fruit is eaten by the Arabs as antifebrile : the generical 
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name is Kubbaiza.* The garden Jew's mallowi called Melokia% 
h also much esteemed as a strong incentive to venery* 

Coloquintida^ called by the Arabs £1 Hendal, is found along 
the coast, on the sandy shore above the high water mark 
from Agadeer to Wedinoon, an extent of about two hundred 
miles : it had never been imported into this country till last 
year, by myself, when it sold at 9s. 8d. per lb. Throughout 
this fertile country roses, and various beautiful flowers which 
are carefully reared in hot houses with us, grow spontaneously 
in the plains : of these I have seen in Temsena, and about 
Rabat, and in Suse, lupins, jonquils, wall^flowers and hyacinths 
of various colours and exquisite fragrance (of the latter there is 
a beautiful kind, being a Spanish brown, inclining to scarlet.) 
The roses about Kiarocco grow in the streams and ditches. At 
Tafilelt they have a powerful fragrance : it is from the leaves 
of the Worde FillelIy,or Tafilelt rose, that the celebrated Attar 
of roses (commonly called Otto of rose^) is extracted : the word 
Altar is an Arabic word signifying a distillation or filtration.-f 

Surnag. — This vegetable grows on the declivities of the Atlas 
mountains. The Moors drink a decoction of it for the purpose 
of inciting them to venereal pleasure. 

Truffles. — This root, called by the Arabs Terfez, is some- 
what similar to the potatoe, and about the size of a lemon ; it 

* Sonini, in his travels in Egypt, called it hobez^; there is^ however, no A in 
the wordy but a guttural k (^) an error originating in a partial, and but an oral^ 
Icnowledge of the Arabic language ; or possibly he had seen the word written by 
a profeteed Arabian scholar, who frequently omits the punctuation, which he can 
make out by the tenour of the discourse ; in this case the word would have been 
written with the letter h (^). 

t In passing these plains, where such a variety of beautiful flowers grow spon- 
taneously, it has often occurred to me that this country was once in a consider- 
ably higher degree of cultivation than it is at pjresent. 
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g,rows in sandy places, near the surface of the earth, where it li 
discovered by llie light soil :i|>j)earing swelled and cracked. It 
is not planted, but grows spontaneously ; some are black, others 
wliite, but the former are (be best ; boih, liowever, have a black 
rind, which does not peel Dfl'Iike that of a polatoe, but is cut or 
pared like that of an apple. The Arabs, Moors, Sliellulis, and 
Jews, equally prize the truffle; it is therefore in great demand, 
and used in all made dibhes, and is a very dellcaie, nulriiious, 
and wholesome (bod : ihey are also highly stimulating, on 
which account they aie more esteemed among this amorous 
people than for their delicate taste; they are particularly pa- 
latable with wine, and ofxcn introduced in tlie dessert. They are 
very good boiled in water or in steam. In Suse, Abda, and 
Bled-el-jerrede, they arc found in great abundance. The season 
for them is March, when ihe storms of thunder prevail. Alter 
a storm, the people repair to the sandy plains, dig them up, 
and bring them to the towns, where, being in great demand, 
they sell at a cosily price. 

GUMS, OILS, &:c. 
EuphorUam, — FurbUtne is the Arabic name of this gum, 
which is produced by a very curious succulent plant, growing 
on the Atlas mountains, and called by ihe ShcIJuhs and Arabs, 
Dergmuse,* in its general form, it resembles a large goblet (see 
the Plate ), and is somewhat like a wild thistle. From the main 
body of the plan! proceed several solid lealkss i)raiiches, about 
three inches in circumference, and one in diameter, from (he 
top of which shoot out si:nilar ones, each bearing on its summit 
^ vivid crimson flower; these braiiches arc scolloped, and have 

• Probably the Euiiliorbium officinalis of Unnsus. 
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on tlicirotiler Sides small knots, from wliicli grow fiveevtremely 
8h.irp pointed thorns, about une-ihird of an iiicli in length.* 
The stalk is at first soft and succulent, but becomes hard in a 
few years, when the plnnl assumes the above mentioned Ibrm, 
and may then be considered at its maturity ; ifcut in this state 
with a sword, it emits a huge quantity of corrosive, l:icteous 
juice, which, il" squeezed between the fingers, Mill excoriate; 
when old, the plant withers, and this juice becomes dry, and 
turns to powder. The inhabitants of those parts of the lower 
regions of Atlas make incisions in the branches of ilie plants 
with a knife, wlicnce the juice issues, which, after being heated 
by the sun, becomes a substance of a whitish yellow colour, and 
in the month of September drops oB", and forms the gum Eu- 
phorbium. The plants produce abundantly once only in four 
years, but this fourth year's produce is more than all Europe 
can consume ; it being a very powerful cathartic. The people 
who collect the gum, are obliged to tie a cloth over their mouth 
and nostrils, to prevent the smalPdusty particles from annoying 
them, as they ]iroduce incessant sneezing. 

Tlie branches of the plant are brought to Mogodor, for the 
use of the tanners, by the boats which go from thence to Aga- 
deer {where it abouiuls), and to it probably tlie Marocco leather 
owes its reputed pre-eminence. It is aho in great request among 
the women, as a ilepitatoiij, '1 hough the plant abounds at Aga- 
decr, yet, either from the nature of the soil, or the climate not 
being sufiiclently hot, it is stunted, and never comes to perfec- 
tion. During the three jyears 1 resided there, I never saw any 
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gum attached to it. It flourishes in stony mountainous situations, 
interspersed with rocks, whose interstices are filled with a black 
loam of decomposed vegetable earth. 

jimmoniacum^ called Feshook in Arabick, is produced from a 
plant similar to the European fennel, but much larger. In most 
of the plains of the interior, and particularly about £1 Araiche, 
and M'sharrali Rummellah^ it grows ten feet high. The Gum 
Ammoniac is procured by incisions in the branches, which, 
when pricked, emit a lacteous, glutinous juice^ which being 
hardened by the heat of the sun, falls on the ground, and mixes 
with the red earth below : hence the reason that Gum Am- 
moniac of Barbary does not suit the London market. It might, 
however, with a little trouble, be procured perfectly pure, by 
spreading mats under the shrubs to receive the gum as it falls. 
The gum in the above mentioned state, is used in all parts of 
the country for cataplasms and fumigations. The sandy light 
soil which produces the Gum Ammoniac, abounds in the north 
of Marocco. It is remarkable, that neither bird nor beast is 
seen where this plant grows, the vulture only excepted.* It is, 
however, attacked by a beetle,*f having a long horn proceeding 
from its nose, with which it perforates the plant, and makes 
the incisions whence the gum oozes out. 

Gum Arabic. — The gum called Marocco or Barbary gum, is 
produced from a high thorny tree called Attaleh, having leaves 
similar to the Arar, or GumSandrac tree, and the juniper. The 
best kind of Barbary gum is procured from the trees of Marocco, 
Ras-el-wed, in the province of Suse and Bled-hummer, in the 
province of Abda ; the secondary qualities are the produce of 

* See page lis* 

t See the plate, where it is represented of the notaral ftixe. 
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Shedma, Duquella, and other provinces ; the tree grows abun- 
dantly in the Atlas mountains, and is found also in Bled-el 
jerrede. The gum, when new, emits a faint smell, and when 
stowed in the warehouse, it is heard to crack spontaneously 
for several weeks ; and this cracking is the surest criterion of 
new gum, as it never does so when old; there is, however, 
scarcely any diflerence in the quality. The Attaleh is not so 
large a tree as the Arar, which produces the Sandrac gum, nor 
does it reach the size of the Aurwar tree, which produces the 
gum Senegal. It has alow crooked stem, and its branches, from 
the narrowness of its leaves (long and scanty), have a harsh, 
withered, and unhealthy appearance at the time it yields the 
most gum, that is, during the hot and parching months of July 
and August; but although not an ornamental tree, it is a most 
useful plant, and will always be considered valuable. Its wood is 
hard, and takes a good polish ; its seeds, which are enclosed in 
a pericarpium, resemble those of the lupin, yield a reddish 
dye, and are used by the tanners in the preparation of leather. 
These seeds attract goats, who are very fond of eating them. The 
more sickly the tree appears, the more gum it yields ; and the 
hotter the weather, the more prolific it is. Awet winter and a cool 
or mild summer are unfavourable to the production of gum. 

Oil of Olives. — The province of Suse produces great abun- 
dance of this oil.* The people of Ras-el-wed make two sorts, 

* The plantations of olive-trees in this province are very numeroas: there is 
an extensive one in the neighbourhood of Messa^ the trees of which are of great 
size and beauty, and are planted in a very whimsical and peculiar manner. When 
I visited Messa^ 1 enquired the cause of their being so arranged^ and learnt from 
the viceroy's aide-de-camp, Vfho attended me, that one of the kings of the 
dynasty of Saddia, being on his journey to Soudan, encamped here, with his armyt 
that the pegs with which the cavalry picketed their horses, were cut from the 

T 
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Tal>alu/ii, and Zil-el-aad ;* the former is made from the olives 
when green, and nearly ripe, with which they frequently grind 
limes, or wild ihyme. This oil is very rich, and white, and not 
inferior t^ the best Lucca or Florence oil, and might, with due 

, attention, be made a considerable article of commerce to this 
country. The Tul'd-aud^ is made from the olives when quite 
ripe, and after they have laid on the ground some time ; in 
this state they yield the greatest quantity of oil, but it has a 
strong, and often a rancid taste, which is not, however, disliked 
by the natives. It is used in Europe in the woollen and soap 

• manufactories. 

Oil Arganic is also in abundance in Suse : il is much used 
for frying fishj-f and burning in lamps. 

olive'lrees in ihe neighbourhood, and that these pegs being left in the groaod on 
sccoDnt of some sudden cause of departure of the army, ihe oHve-lreea in queslioa 
spruDg up from them. I coofess, while I acknowledged the iagenuit; of (he 
idea, (for the disposition of the trees exactly resembled the arrangement of cavalry 

an encampment), I treated it as fabulous ; some time afterwards, however, the 
^following circumstance occurred, which induced me to think the slory was not 
,only plausible, but very credible. Having occasion to send for some plants for a 
garden which I had at Agadeer, or Santa Cruz, the giirdener brought, amongst 
'other things, a few bits of wood without any root or leaf, about eighteen inches 
I 3ong, and three in circumference, which he with a large stone knocked into the 
ground. Seeing the fellow thus employed, 1 asked him what he meant by 
trifling in that way ? " 1 am not trifling," said he, " but planting your pomegra- 
-Oate trees." I began to take them out of the ground ; but some persons who 
were near assuring me thai it was the mode in which they were always planted, 
and that ihey would (with the blessing of God) take root, and shoot forth leaves 
the next year, I was at length prevailed on to leave a few in the ground, merely 
for experiment, and they certainly did lake root, and were in a fair way of be- 
coming good trees when I left Santa Cruz ! 

• Zif is the Arabic for oil; Zi'fune fur olives, 

f When used for frying fish, a quart of it should be boiled with a large onion 
cut in quarters ; and when it boils, a piece of the inside of a loaf, about the sise 
of an orange, should be pat in, after which it should be taken oflflbe fire, and let 
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jP//cA.— ^The pitch of the Arabs, called Kitran^ is obtained 
from the wild juniper, which abounds in the Atlas mountains, 
as well as in many parts of the champaign country : the manner 
of obtaining it is thus : they dig a large and deep round hole, 
in the side of which, near the bottom, they excavate another in 
the form of a cauldron, which they plaister round ; they theu 
fill up the communicating aperture with stones or bricks, leav- 
ing a small channel of communication ; the large hole is then 
filled with the boughs of the wild juniper, which they call 
Toga^ broken into small pieces, after which the mouth of the 
furnace is closed up, and fire set to the wood ; the sap, which ' 
forms the pitch, then oozes out of the burning boughs, and runs 
into the communicating hole ; when the whole is cooled; it is 
taken out, and put into skins or bladders. 

stand to cool ; and when quite cold^ should be strained through a sieve ; without ' 
this precaution, it is supposed to possess qualities which promote leprosy* Doc- 
tor Babbata. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

\ Description of the Inhabitants of West Barharij — their Dress~-^ 
Religious Ceremonies and Opinions — their Character — Manners 
and Customs — Diseases — Funerals— Etiquette of the Court — 
Sources of Revenue* 

The inhabitants of the Emperor of Marocco's dominions may 
be divided into four chsses, namely, Moors, Arabs, Berebbers, 
(which latter are probably the aborigines,) :ind Shelluhs. 

The Moors are the descendants of those who were driven out 
of Spain; they inhabit the cities of Marocco, Fas, Mequinas, 
and all the coast towns, as far southward as the province of 
Haha. Their language is a corrupt Arabic, intermixed with 
Spanish, hi my transactions with these people, I have gene- 
rally observed in them a misanthropic insolence whenever they 
are addressed with courtesy and respect, but much civility 
when treated with dignity. They seem to imagine suavity of 
manners to be an indication of fear. 

The Jrabs have their original stock in Sahara, from whence 
they emigrate to the plains of Marocco, whenever the plague, 
famine, or any other calamity depopulates the country so as to 
admit of a new colony, without injuring the territory of the 
former inhabitants. These Arabs live In tents, inhabiting the 
fertile and extensive plains, and indeed the whole territory west 
of Atlas, and as far south as Mogodor, or the confines of the 
Arab province of Shedma. (See the map of Marocco). These 
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populous tribes travel over the whole of Arrica; and are the 
agriculturists of Barbary and of Bled-el-jei-rede. They speik 
the Korannick Arabic somewhat corrupted. They are a restlens 
and turbulent people, continually at war with each other: in 
one province a rebeilious kabyle, or clan, will fight iigaJnst a 
neighbouring loyal one, and will thus plunder and destroy one 
another, till, fatigued by the toils of war, they mutually cease, 
when, the next year perhaps, the rebellious clan will be found 
fighting for the Emperor against the former loyal one, now be- 
come rebellious. This plan of setting one tribe against another 
is an act of policy of the Emperor, because, if he did not, in this 
manner, quell the broils continually breaking out amongst them, 
he would be compelled, Jn order to preserve tranquillity in bis 
dominions, to employ his own army for that purpose, which is 
generally occupied in more important business. Hospitality is 
a prominent feature in the character of these people, insomuch 
that if an enemy be driven to the necessity of seeking an asylum 
among them, hostility is immediately forgotten. 

The JBerebbers inhabit the mountains of Atlas north of the 
city of Marocco, living generally In tents; they are a robust, 
nervous, and warlike people, having a language peculiar to 
themselves, which differs more from the Arabic, or general 
language of Africa, than any two languages of Europe differ 
from each other; it is probably a dialect of the ancient Cartha- 
ginian. In travelling through the Berebber Kabyles of Ait 
Iraure, and Zemure Shelluh, I noticed many of the inhabitants 
who possessed the old Roman physiognomy. The general occu- 
pation of these people is husbandry, and the rearing of bees for 
honey and wax. They possess much cunning and duplicity, and 
are never outwitted by tlie Moors, or entirely worsted by the 
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troops of the Emperor, with whom they have had very frequent 
encounters, but have never been permanently subdued : they 
esteem it the greatest advantage possible to fight on their own 
territory. Their allegiance to the Emperor has often beeu 
secured by retaining their chiefs at court, conferring favours on 
Ihem, appointing them to oEces of slate, and to seats in the 
Diwan; thus making them hostages, as it were, for the peace- 
able conduct of their respective Kabyles. 

The Shelluhs inhabit the Atlas mountains, and their various 
branches south of Marocco ; they live generally in walled ha- 
bitations, or in towns, and are, for the most part, occupied in 
husbandry like the Bercbbers, though differing from them in 
their language,* dress, and manners; they live almost entirely 
on (Assoua) barley meal made into gruel, and (Zimeta) barley 
roasted or granulated, which they mix with cold water, when 
travelling. They occasionally it^du^ge in {cuscasoe) a nutritive 
farinaceous food, made of granulated flour, and afterwards boiled 
by steam, and mixed with butter, mutton, fowls, and vegetables. 
Many families among these people are reported to be descended 
from the Portuguese, who formerly possessed the ports on the 
coast ; but who, after the discovery of America, gradually with- 
drew thither. East of Marocco, near Dimenet, on the Atlas 
mountains, there is still remaining a church, having inscriptions 
in Latin over the entrance, supposed to have been built by 
the Portuguese, which, being superstitiously reported to be 
haunted, has escaped destruction. The language of the Shelluiis 
is called Amazirk. 

• Some persons have nfhrmed that the Berebber aad Shellnh languages we 
one and the same. I had considerabJe diflicuUy in procuring inconlestible proofs 
to the contrary ; a specimeo of the didereace will be eeeo bj the vocabularjr In 
llie cbnpler oa languBges. 
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The Shelluhs are a crafty people ; they are, perhaps, better 
disposed towards Christians than tlie Moors or the Arabs, The 
term Kabyle applies to all cultivators of land, and to those 
who rear the cattle and flocks. Sometimes we discover, in tra- 
versing this country, an encampment of Bedouin Arabs, who, 
in their migrations to far distant countries, pitch their tents 
wherever they find the country productive and unoccupied ; 
here they sojourn till their flocks have consumed all the pas- 
lure, when they strike their tents and proceed on their long 
journey. These people live, for the most part, on camel'smilk; 
they are an indolent race, and neither cultivate the earth, nor do 
any kind of work, attacking and plundering caravans whenever 
they can do it with impunity. It is these Bedouins, or Sahara- 
wans, who sometimes plunder the Akkabahs and caravans whilst 
traversing the Great Desert of Africa. The Arabs of Woled 
Abbusebah* place a string over the crown of the head, bi'ing- 
ing it down behind the ears, and shave the front hair, to pre- 
vent, as is pretended, their enemies from catching hold of them. 
The same custom predominates among the independant Shel- 
luhs of Idautenan, inhabitants of Atlas near Cape de Geer. See 
the Map of Marocco, lat. N. 30" 30'. 

The Moors, as well as the other natives of this country, are 
generally of a middle stature : they have not so much nerve as 
the Europeans, and are, for the most part, thick and clumsy 
about the legs and ancles, insomuch that a well-formed leg is 
seldom seen among them; this may proceed from their con- 
stantly sitting cross legged, with their legs under them, like the 
tailors of Europe, or perhaps from their wearing no covering to 
their legs, which are thus exposed to all weathers. Deformed 
* Lat. N. S£^ isee Map of the tract across the Deseit. 
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persons are rarely met wiih ; the loose Arabian dress covers 
deformity, and their mode of bringing up children, (every thing 
being left to follow nature,) generally prevents it. Corns and 
deformed feet are unknown ; the toes take their natural growth, 
and are as useful to the mechanics as their fingers. Lame people 
are seldom seen; but the blind are more numerous than in 
Europe. Uolh sexes have remarkably fine teeth ; they univer- 
sally use a dentifrice,* which is procured from vegetables from 
the interior country. Their complexion, from frequent inter- 
marriage, or intercourse wilh the Soudanic race, is of all shades, 
from black to white. The women of Fas are as fair as the Eu- 
ropeans, with the exception of their eyes and hair, which arc 
universally dark.-f Those of Mequinas are in general so hand- 
some, that it is a rare thing to see a young woman In that city 
who is not lovely or pretty. With large, black, and expressive 
sparkling eyes, they possess a healthy countenance, uniting the 
colours of the lily and the rose, that beautiful red and white so 
much admired by foreigners in our English ladies; indeed 
their beauty is proverbial, as the term MequinasiaX U applied 
to any beautiful woman of elegant form, with black sparkling 
eyes, and white teeth ; they also possess a modesty and suavity 
of manners rarely met with elsewhere. It is extraordinary that 
the inhabitants of two great and populous cities, situated withiu 
thirty miles of each other, should discover such a physiogno- 
mical diOerence, as is apparent between the females of Fas and 
those of Mequinas, the former being generally oi a sallow or 

• Tljis dentifrice lias been impoited lutely, and is sold at Bacon's MedidRal 
Warehouse, No. 130, Oxford Sireel. 

t Whenever a blue, or gray-e^cd Moorera is seen, she ii always suspectetl M 
be the descendant gf some Chrisiiun r<;negade. 
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pale complexion. The women oF DuqucUa are ordinary and 
diminutive, wliilst the men are ihe reverse; being tall, and 
well-limbed, with regular features. The men ofTemsena, and 
Shawia, are a strong, robust race, of a copper colour ; the 
women possess much beauty, and have features highly expres- 
sive ; and the animation of the female countenance is encreased 
by the use of El kahol iilelly, v/ith which they tinge the eye 
lashes and eye brows, as already described. In these provinces 
they arc particularly fond of dying their hands and feet with a 
decoction or preparation of the herb Henna,* which gives them 
an orange colour, and, in hot weather, imparts a pleasing cool- 
ness and softness to the hands, by obstructing, in a certain de- 
gree, the quickness of perspiration. 

The Moorish dress resembles that of the ancient patriarchs, 
as represented in paintings; that of the men consists of a red 
cap and turban, a (Kumja) shire, wliich hangs outside of the 
drawers, and comes down below the knee, a (Caftan) coal, which 
buttons close before, and down to the bottom, with large open 
sleeves; over which, when they go out of doors, they throw 
carelessly, and sometimes elegantly, a hayk or garment of white 
cotton, silk, or wool, five or six yards long, and five feet wide : 
the Arabs, however, often dispense with the caftan, and even 
with the shirt, wearing nothing but the hayk. The Berebbers 
wear drawers, and a ctaik of dark blue cloth, called a Silham. 
The poor and peniuious are contented with the Burnose, or 
black cloak of woollen cloth, of a close texture, made so as to 
resist the rain. To this dress is added a pair of yellow sandals. 
The dress of the women nearly resembles that of the men, ex- 
cept in the adjustment of the liayk, or surtout covering, and in 

* This is lite Laasoiiia iRcrmis of l<ionfeuf. 
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the (Rahayat) slippersjwhich are scarlet or red. The hair is 
concealed in a black sillc handkerchief, over which they wear 
shawls ofsilk or iiand kerchiefs of various gay colours ; they wear 
bracelets, and armlets above the elbow, and massive rinj^s of 
silver round their ancles ; their car-rings are of gold about the 
thickness of a goose's quill, and set with precious stones, or 
coloured glass, the ring being about six inches in circumfe- 
rence ; these ear-rings have a gaudy appearance, or, as the 
French express it, "font beaucoup de parure ;" they wear also a 
number of necklaces, generally of amber beads or coral, some 
large, and others small, and a variety of rings on their fingers. 

In their dress, they are partial to striped silks, ginghams, and 
cottons of particular patterns. 

The people belonging to the court have a particular dress, 
never appearing before the Emperor in a hayk, but in a silham, 
or large hooded cloak of white woollen cloth ; and in presence 
of a bashaw, or governor, the hayk is thrown down on the 
shoulders, which at other times covers the cap, a niode of sa- 
lutation similar to that of taking ofi* the hat among Europeans. 

The religion ofthe Emperor of Marocco's dominions is Islaem- 
■ ism, or Mohammedism,* which was first planted inU'^est Barbary 
by the renowned Muley Dris Zeronc, on the spot where the 
town and sanctuary of that name is built, being east of Mequi- 
nas, at the western declivity of the Atlas, near an ancient and 
magnificent ruin, called by the Arabs (tCasser Farawdn)'t the 

• See some observalions on this religion in a subsequent chapter. 

+ When I visited these ruins, in mjf journey from ihe Sanctuary of Muley Dtis 
Zerone, near to which Ihcy are situated, in the phiins below, the Jealous)' of ilie 
(Stum) protcctiug guide sent by theFukeen to see me safe to liiecoiifiQes of their 
district was excited, and he endeavoured to deter me from making any observa- 
tioDs, by iasiouating that the place was the hauot of large and venoinuus serpeuts, 
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Ruins of Pharoali ; from hence assuming the name of (Dcene- 
el-Wasali) the unconfined law, it quicl;!/ spread itself to the 
shores of the Atlantic ocean, to Blcd-cl-jerrede, Slgiu Messa, 
Susc, and Sahara. At the beginning ot tlie present \x\g\\ of 
Seedy Solimau ben Mohammed, a considerable body of people, 
who professed Deism, sprung up, and spread themselve over 
the northern provinces, exclaiming (la Ulah ila Allah) There 
is no God but the true God; in distinction from the Moham- 
medan, whose creed is (la Illah ila Allah, wa Mohammed, 
arrasule, Allah), There is no God but the true God, and 
Mohammed is his prophet. The Emperor, however, by dis- 
couraging such tenets, found no difficulty in annihilating this 
sect. 

Tinoughout the country are discovered buildings of an oc- 
tagonal form, with domes of stone, or plastered with lime ; 
these are called (Zawial) Sanctuaries : and attached to each is a 
piece of ground, unlnclosed, for the interment of the dead. The 
priest or saint, who is called el fakeer, or marabool, superin- 
tends divine service and the burial of the dead, and is often 
referred to for the adjusting of disputes or controversies. Cri- 
minals taking refuge in these consecrated places are screened 
from the hand of justice ; and the opulent men of the country 
often, for security, deposit their treasure iu them. The tolera- 
tion of tlie western Arabs and Moors is such, that the Emperor 
{although religiously disposed himself) will allow, ou proper 
application being made, any sect which does not acknowledge 
a plurality of gods, to appropriate a place to public worship; * 

scsrpions, &c. A great number of cauldrons and ketlles iilled nitb gold and silrer 
coin* have been excavated from these ruins. 

• Besides ihe Calholic esUblishtnents in Marocco and Mequineis, before men- 
tioned, there is one at Tangier, and enolbec ai Mogodor. 
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and even Ihe more ignorant and bigotted Mohammedans mam- 
tain, ihat every man should be allowed lo worship God accord- 
ing to Ills own conscience, or agreeably to the religion ofltis 
ancestors. They have a rooted contempt for all who change 
(heir religion, even if it be to Islaemism ; such peojile are dis- 
tinguisiied by the appellation of (el Aluge) Renegades, who, 
after having embraced ibe Mohammedan faith, are obliged to 
practise a system of dissimulation, and to affect more than or- 
dinary contempt for Christians, in order to appear islaemized, 
and to prevent (heir being harassed and upbraided for their 
want of faith in Mohammed. 

This people have a particular aversion to the sound of bells, 
originating perhaps from their being peculiar to the (Ajenii) 
Barbarians,* as they denominate Christians; or because Mo- 
hammed reprobated the ancient trumpet of the Jews, as well as 
the ratlel of the oriental Christians, and substituted the human 
voice to call people to prayer: accordingly a man (denominated 
El Muden) goes to the top of the tower of each (JamSa) mosque, 
and exclaims with a loud voice, first to the east, or towards 
Mecca, and then to the south, west, and north, the following 
words (Allah kabeer ! A'shed-en, la ilia ila Allah, Mohammed 
arrasule Allah; haiala essla, Allah kabeer. Allah I) God is 
great ; witness that there is no God but one God, and Moham- 
med is his prophet : come to prayers : God is great. God I-f- 

Tbis religious ceremony is performed several times a day, 

* Ajem in Arabic signifies Barbarian. Ajemi in the same language signifies the 
Europeaos ; Wosh kit douee bel AjeaiH Do juu speak the Burbariaa or Euro- 
pean language i 

t Mohammedans Utter the word Allah wiih great respect, sounding it long, 
and making a Ml slop after uttering it; they never use tlie pronoun lo nigaify 
the Supreme Being, but always repeat the noun, aad generaily begin and end all 
lehgiooE sentences wiib the nvord Allah. 
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and the different prayers are called (Sala'at el fejii) prayers at 
the dawn of day; (Sala'at cl dohor) prayers at half past one 
o'clock, P. M ; (Sala'at el assar) prayers at four o'clock, P. M. ; 
(Sala'at el mogorh) praycrsat sun-selling? and (Sala'at ei ashaw) 
prayers an hour aiid an halfafler sun-seLiing. The principal of 
these prayers is the Sala'at el dohor, when all stich as are de- 
sirous of being thought true Mohammedans go to the (Jamaa) 
mosque, on entering which, every one must take off his slip- 
pers. Every (Jma)* Friday, the Mufti preaches a discourse on 
religion, similar to the sermons of Christian priests. The 
mosques have square lowers adjoining the body of the building ; 
the principal side faces Mecca, on which is erected a flag staff; 
and a white flag called (el Alem) the Signal, is hoisted every 
day at twelve o'clock, to warn the people out of hearing, or at 
a great distance, to prepare, by the necessary preliminary ablu- 
tions-f, to prostrate themselves before God at the Dohor service 
of prayer. At the dawn of day on every (Jma) Friday, the 
(Muden) man who announces the prayers from the summit of 
the principal mosque, chants a hymn out of the Koran, which 
being scientifically sung, in the stillness of the morning, makes 
a most pleasing impression on the mind. This hymn is con- 
cluded will) the annijBciation of the unity of God, and the 



* Joia signifies the coDclusioti of any ttung; aa ihe conclusion of the week, 
auil is the Arabic name appropriated lo Friday, or the Mohammedan day of 
rest; from the radical word Jamaa, lo collect or gather together. The Moham- 
Diedans name the days of the week, first day, second day, and so on, calling 
Sunday £1 hed, t. e. the first day ; £1 thenine the second day, or Monday, &c. 
They do not entirely shut their sliops on Friday, but work leis than on any oilier 
day; they refuse, however, nltogellier to work for Christians, uuless particularly 
or clandeatiiiely feed, when they will condescend to do almost auy thing. 

t O believers ! before yc pray, wasli your faces, your hands, and your arme to 
the elbows, and wipe yourselves from head to feet. Vide Koran, 
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glory ofrie-iven, impressing the mind of the Mohammedan v 
that grand TundamentHl [jrinciple of Islacmism, the unity ofCod. 

The people of this empire being born subjects of an arbitrary 
despot, they may be said to have no established lav/s ; they 
know no other than the will of the prince, which is called [Shra 
el[Mukhuzzen) military law, or [Amer Seedna) our lord's decree ; 
and if this should deviate, as it sometimes does, from the moral 
principles laid down in the Koran, it must nevertheless be 
obeyed ; for no appeal can be admitted against Amer Seedna^ 
unless his Imperial Majesty should discover an error in judg- 
ment, in which case he, and he alone, can alter the decree. 
Where the Emperor resides, he administei"s justice, in person, 
generally twice, and sometimes four times a week, in the 
(M'shoire) place of audience, whither all complaints are car- 
ried :* here access is easy ; he listens to every one, foreigners or 
subjects, men or women, rich or poor; there is no distinction, 
every one has a right to appear before him, and boldly to ex- 
plain the nature of his case; and although his person is con- 
sidered as sacred, and established custom obliges the subject to 
prostrate himself, and to pay hira rather adoration than respect, 
yet every complainant may tell his story without the least 
hesitation or timidity ; indeed, if any one is abashed, or appears 
diffident, his cause is weakened in proportion. Judgment is al- 
ways prompt, decisive, plausible, and generally correct. 

Civil law is administered by the (Cadi's) judges, who have 
attached to their court several (I^klels) attornies ; some of 



* It is cuitomar; here, as in the East, for every person lo AccompaDy his com- 
plaint with (el Heddia) a present suited lu his comJition ; iind none must appeu 
uiihoui EumcllilDg, as il wuulil be not only contrary to the cstublished uiagetyl 
l>ut highly diueBpectful ; even such a IriSe as three or more eggs is accepted. 
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whom manage civil controversies, others misti^aieauors, and 
others matters relating to religion, marriages, divorces, &c. 
These controversies are decided by the laws of the Koran, than 
which, and the commentaries thereon, they have no other written 
law. When two persons are engaged in a law-snit, they retain 
their respective atiornies; if they cannot settle the dispute 
they go to the Cadi, who generally sets on the ground at the 
gate of his house, where any one may he present. The two 
disputants stand before him, surrounded by their respective 
friends; the plaintiff speaks first, the defendant replies: iu 
these law-suits the respective claims of the suitors are investi- 
gated. The Arabs (however ignorant they may be in other re- 
spects) defend themselves, whether right or wrong, so long as 
they have hope of gain, or fear of loss ; but t!ieir well laid plans 

^ to conceal the truth, and elude the purposes of justice, are often 
exposed and rendered abortive by the penetrating sagacity with 
which their pretensions are investigated by the Cadi. The 

■ Cadi lakes the evidence of the witnesses, and pronounces sen- 

• tence, which is sometimes without appeal. The culprit is then 
takeii into custody till he has satisfied the law ; but in cases 
where he is entitled to an appeal, it is made to the Emperor^ 
who takes the opinion of the (L'Alemma) learned, and decides 
the controversy by pronouncing judgment. If the crime be 
punishable by death, the sentence is either executed, or the cri- 
minal is delivered over to the aggrieved, and may then purchase 
of him his life, by money or contrition. 

Ill places remote I'rom the Emperor's court, the (Kalif ) vice- 
regent, or bashaw, has his M'shoire, where he administers jus- 

"ticei sometimes according to the laws of the Koran, aud at others 
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as his caprice diclates ; for the same imperious despotism which 
the Emperor too frequently exercises over his bashaws and 
alkaids, is exercised by them over those who fall under their 
government ; and the same is done again by their subalterns, 
when they have it in their power; thus tyranny proceeds pro- 
gressively from the prince to the lowest of his officers : these 
petty tyrants are dispersed over the whole empire, and often 
give sanction to their extortions by effecting them in the name 
of their master; the accumulation of wealth is the grand object 
of all their desires ; when they learn from their emissaries, or 
spies, that an individual has acquired considerable property, 
they contrive to find oiit some cause of accusation against him, 
and by that means extort money from him. It oJ'ten happeos, 
however, that those who amass the greatest sums in this wav 
enjoy their ill gotten wealth but a very short time; some un- 
expected order from the Emperor, accusing thera of crime* or 
misdemeanors, is made a pretext for depriving ihcm, in their 
turn, of their property, which his majesty never fails to inform 
ihcm can be of no use to them, being more than sufficient to 
piocure the necessaries of life, and ought therefore to belong to 
the (Biet el Mel el Mooselmin) Mohammedan treasury, into 
which it is accordingly delivered, never more to return to its 
former possessor. 

The influence of this mode of government upon the people is 
such as might naturally be expected ; they are suspicious, de- 
ceitful, anil cruel; they have no respect lor their neighbours, 
but will plunder one another whenever it is in their power; 
they are strangers to every social tie and affection, for their 
hearts are scarcely ssuceptiblc of one tender impression ; the 
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rather fears the son, the son the father; and this lamentable 
mistrust, and want of confidence, diffuses itself throughout the 
whole cQmmuuit.y. 

The pride and arrogance of the Moors is unparalleled ; for 
though ihey live in the most deplorable state of ignorance, 
slavery, and barbarism, yet they consider themselves ihe first 
people in the world, and contemptuously term all others bar- 
barians. Their sensuality knows no bounds : by the laws of the 
Koran, they are allowed four wives, and as many concubines as 
they are able to suppoii, but sucli is their wretched depravity, 
that they indulge in tlie most unnatural nnd abominable pro- 
pensities;* in short, every vice that is dis^^raceful and degrading 
to human nature, is to be found amongst them. 

It must be confessed, however, that some ofllie well educated 
Moors are courteous and polite, and are possessed of great 
suavity of manners. They are affable and communicative 
where they repose confidence ; and if in conversation the sub- 
ject of discussion lie serious, and the parties become warm in 
dispute, they have generally the prudence to turn the subject 
in a delicate manner ■, they are slow Jt taking offence, but when 
irritated, are noisy and implacable. 

There is one noble trait in the character of this people which 
I cannot avoid mentioning, that is fortitude under misfortune ; 
this the Moor possesses in an eminent degree; be never de- 
spairs ; no bodily suffering, no calamity, however great, will 
make him complain ; he is resigned in all things to the will of 
God, and waits in patient hope for an amelioration of his con- 
dition. In illustration of this, I will lake the liberty to relate 



' By 



the )an'3 of ihe Koran, these crimes are punishable by death ; but they 
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indulged in, as to be mulunlly connived at. 



"HM ForUlude under Misfortunes. 

the following anecdote, as it will also lend to show the great 
risks to which merchants are exposed in traversing this country, 
and Sahara, or ihe Great Desert. 

A Fas merchant (with whom I had considerable transactions) 
went, with all his property, on a commercial speculation from 
Fas lo Timbucloo; and after remaining ai the latter place a 
sufficient time lo dispose of and barter his effects for gold dust 
and gum Soudan, he set out on his return to Fas; .tfier passing 
the Desert, he began to congratulate himself on his good fortune 
and great success, when suddenly a party of Arabs attacked the 
(cafila) caravan, and plundered all who belonged to it, leaving 
the Fas merchant destitute of every thing but the clothes he 
had on his back. During the interregnum, between the death 
of the Sultan Yczzid and the proclamation ofthe present Sultan 
Soliman, this man was plundered again on his way to Mogodor, 
whither he was going to discharge some debts, and to dispose 
of gum and other Soudanic produce. Four wives and a numer- 
ous family of children rendered his case peculiarly distressing; 
yet, when condoling with him a few days after his misfortunes 
had happened, he very patiently observed (Ash men doua, 
Allah bra; u la iUah, ila Allah), What remedy is there? God 
willed it so, and there is none but God. This man afterwards 
collected together what merchandize he could procure ou 
credit, and proceeded again to Timbuctoo, where he realized 
mucli property, and travelling therewith through Wangara and 
Houssa to Egypt, he was plundered a third time of all he pos- 
sessed, near Cairo, and reduced to ihe greatest distress : this last 
misfortune he bore with the same forlitude as the former. He is 
now, however, one of the principal merchants established at 
Timbuctoo. 
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The Moors are equal by birth ; they know no difference of 
rank except such as is derived from official employments,* on 
resigning which the individual mixes again with the common 
class of citizens; the meanest man in the nation may thus 
aspire, without presumption, to the hand of tlie daugliter of bhe 
most opulent, and accident, or the caprice of the prince, may 
precipitate the latter into misery, and elevate the former to 
prosperity and honour. 

The Moors are, for the most part, more cleanly in their 
persons, than in their garments. They wash their hands before 
every meal, which, as they use no knives or forks, they eat with 
their fingers: half a dozen persons sit round a large bowl of 
cuscasoe, and, after the usual ejaculation (Bismillah) " In the 
name of God !" each person puts his hand to the bowl, and tak- 
ing up the food, throws it, by a dexterousjerk, into his mouth, 
without suffering his fingers to touch the lips. However re- 
pugnant this may be to our ideas of cleanliness, yet the hand 
being always washed, and never touching the mouth in the act 
of eating, these people are by no means so dirty as Europeans 
have sometimes hastily imagined. They have no chairs or 
tables in their houses, but sit cross-legged on carpets and 
cushions ; and at meals, the dish or bowl of provisions is 
placed on the floor. They have an excellent dish, which th«y 

• Persons bearing the name of Mohammed, which is generally givea to the 
first male child born in marriage, are always addressed by the title of Seedy, 
which answers to Signer, or Moosiear \ even the Emperor himself observes this 
towards ihe meanest subject that muy happen lo appear before him ; when the 
name in Achmet, A\y, Said, Kussem, Sic- this honourable distinction is observed 
nr not, according to the situation and character of the person addressed. The 
Jews, however, whatever (heir condition, must address every Mooselmin with the 
term Seedy, or incur the danger of Iteing knocked down ; while, on the other 
hand, the touest Mooselmin would consider it a degradation to address a Jew of 
.the highest rank or respectability by this title. 
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call El Kalia; it is prepared without salt ; the meat is cut in 
long slips, about an inch wide, and hung in the air for a few 
days, when it is put into jars, which are filled with clarified 
butter (Smin) : this preparation will keep several years ; it is 
used by the rich and affluent when crossing the Desert to Tim- 
buctoo, or when on a journey to Mecca, and indeed whenever 
they travel through a country where food is not readily procur- 
able. Bread is seldom used in the traverse of the Desert, but 
certain flat cakes, similar to crumpets, but without leaven, are 
kneaded, and put on embers, where they are half baked, and 
eaten witli honey and butter by the merchants and traders who 
accompany the caravans. 

The women are not less cleanly than the men ; for besides 
performing the usnal ablutions before and after meals, they 
wash their face, bands, arms, legs, and feet, two or three limes 
a day, which contributes greatly to their beauty. The poorer 
classes, however, look deplorable, and excite disgust. The 
faces of the old women appear shrivelled, from the immoderate 
use of cosmetics and paint during their youth. 

The chief delight of the women is to attend diligently to their 
children, and a numerous i>osterity is fervcniiy desired. In 
obedience to the injunction of Moliammed, mothers suckle their 
children two years.* When circumstances oblige them to take 
a nurse, she is not treated as a servant, but becomes one of the 
family, and passes herdays among tlie children she has suckled, 
by whom she is ever afterwards cherished and protected ; the 
children are taught to consider her as their own relation, and 



* " Let the mother Buckle her child full two y 
'.' the breast; but she shall be permitled to w< 
" huabaud." Vide Koran. 



if the child dwt not quit 
t tviib ihe conseat of the 
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she is called {Emuh d'/l Hellih) the milk mother: in case of 
future adversily, she never applies ineflectually for succour to 
these children, who consider it a duty jncuinhent on them to 
assist her to the utmost extent of their power. These milk- 
mothers are chosen from well formed, young, and healthy 
women. '1 he new born inHint is not swaddled up in a profu- 
sion of clothes, but is laid naked on a carpet, and exposed in 
a lofty and spacious apartment, where, breathing freely, it 
gradually acquires strenglli. while daily ablution renders it 
vigorous and healthy. The females are not taught to read or 
write, but learn early, and from experience, the domestic offices 
of the household ; their body and limbs are never confined by 
tight dresses, their garments are loose and easy, suffering the 
limbs to have free action, and the body to take its natural Ibrm ; 
they are occupied in grinding the corn, baking the bread, and 
preparing tlie food for their husbands and i'auidy. Ancient 
custom, and a predilection for the manners of their primo- 
genitois, rendering these necessary occupations pleasant and 
agreeable. 

The malechildren, whose mode of education is equal through- 
out the empire, on attaining the eighth year (not eighth il^y, as 
some have asserted,) are circumcised, and then begin to study 
the Koran He is taught to fear and adore God, to respect old 
age and his parents ; he is initiated in the principles of hospi- 
tality, whicli virlues being inculcated at school, and being 
afleiwardri seen couslanily practised iu his father's family, then 
cannot fail to be, at, the age of puberty, indelibly engraven on 
his heart. His inclination directs him to learn the useful arts, 
the care of the flocks, the tillage of the soil, or the exercise of 
arms; those engaged in the latter are particularly noticed by 
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the Emperor* and if they discover a Machiavellian or despotic 
polic>', they are geoerally promoted to the govemmeot of some 
province or town. 

The Moors are not very food ofgames or diversions; they are 
often seen sitling in ihe streets for hours together, sometimes in 
a dull lethargic humour, at others so vociferous and full of 
action with each other, that a person unacquainted with tbek 
manner would suppo&e (hey were going to fight. 

Their usual games are leap-frog, jumping, and foot-ball ; the 
last is the favourite divei^ion, at which they do not seeb to 
send the ball to a goal, but kick it up, and amuse themselves 
wiih it, without any definitive purpose. 

Of their military exercises the(lah el Borode) riding full speed, 
and firing, is the only one ; this is performed by all those who 
Icecp horses ; a parly starts off logether. and running lull gallop 
fire their muskets, slopping short close to some wall, those being 
considered the best horsemen who approach nearest the n-alt, 
amd Klop shortest ; they then return, load again, and renew the 
race : this is the mode after which they charge an enemy. 

In the markets and public streets arc seen expeit jugglers, who 
perform astonishing feats of Uger-de-main with m()^l curious aud 
unaccountable deceptions : the province of Suse is most oele- 
biiited for these arls. 

Certain theatrical orators go about the most busy parts of the 
citici, and arrest the attention of the passengers by declamatiou. 
Some of these players personify all the various characters of a 
drama with ex(|ui:iile spirit and humour. In the evening these 
amusements arc laid aside and the Assfashna, or dancing boys, 
£xcile the aucniiun of llic populace; these boys are accompa- 
diied by a governor, ur master, who is indispensibly of a musipal 
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turn, and is accompanied by a kctile-drum, a flute madeofa reed, 
and similar in sound to the pandean pipe, and an instrument 
with two strings, somewhat like the Greek lyre.'f These dancers 
are habited in gaudy attire, and move their feet in dancing 
without taking them ofF the ground, but gradually proceeding 
forwards, till they, by a signal from their chief, vault into the 
air, and perform various evolutions sonnewhat similar to the 
tumblers at Sadler's Wells. Decency forbids the recital of what 
usually occurs after this entertainment is terminated. 

Amongst the Arabs the girls dance in a very superior style ; 
the Arabian ladies of the Mograffra tribe, as well as those of 
Woled Abbusebah, eminently excel. I remember passing a 
night in one of their douars, on the confines of Sahara, with a 
large party of Arabs, and instead of going to sleep, the Siieik of 
the douar sent for six elegant females, who engaged our admi- 
ration till the morning. Judging of the movements of these 
dancing Arabs with the sentiments of an Englishman, they 
would be thought somewhat lascivious; but the manners and 
customs of the country reconciles to propriety these spirited 
movements. Signor Andrea dc Christo, a Venetian merchant, 
was with me, and declared that he had never seen better danc- 
ing in Italy. ' 

When a Mooselmin is inclined to marry, he makes enquiry 
of some duenu or confidenlia! servant respecting the person of 
lier mistress, and if he receive a salisfacLory description of the 
lady, an opportunity is sometimes procured to see her at a 
window, or other place ; this interview generally determines 
whether the parties are to continue their regards ; if (he suitor 
be satisfied with the lady, he seeks an occasion of communi- 
cating, his passion to the lather, and proposes to marry his. 
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daughter. The father's conjent being obtained, he sends pre- 
sents lo the lady, according to his circumstances, which being 
accepted, the parties are supposed to be betrothed, and marriage 
follows. 

Of the marriage ceremony much has been said by various 
authors. The bridegroom is mounied on a horse, with bis face 
covered, surrounded by his friends, and those of the parents, 
who run their horses, and fire their muskets at the feet or face 
of the biidegroom; the (Tabla) kettle drum, the (Erbeb) tri- 
angle, an instrument similar lo the Greek lyre, (having how- 
ever but two strings,) and a rude kind of flute, form the band of 
music ; whilst the friends of the married party dance and jump 
about, twirling their muskets in the air, and otherwise discover- 
ing their satisfaction. This ceremony being terminated, the 
parties go to the house of feasting, where the evening is passed 
in conviviality, till the bride and bridegroom retire to rest. 
The sheets are afterwards produced, somewhat indecently, as a 
proof of the virginity of the bride, and exhibited in triumph to 
the relations. 

It is not expected that the woman sliould have a fortune or 
a settlement; but if the lather be rich, he generally gives a 
dowry to bis daughter, and a quantity of pearls, rubies, dia- 
monds, fcc. The dowry remains the property of ilie female, 
and in case of a divorce, by consent of the husband, is returned 
to her: these separaiions proceed from various causes, as bar- 
renness, the disappointment of expeciatior), incapability of per- 
forming the donicsiic duties, or iiicouipatibility of disposition. 
Separation, however, tioi originating in the above causes, is 
reprobated as inuiioral iind (h'sre;,utab!e. A plurality of wives 
is allowed in all Mohammedan counlries ; the lawful number is 
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Ifmited by the Koran lo lour, in addition to which they are 
allnwedas many concubines as they can support; in this latitude 
of luxury, however, ihcy seldom indul(;e. 'I'he Emperor, the 
princes, and some ofilie bashaws, have often lour wives, hut 
even wilk them this number encreases gradually ; tlius, the hist 
wife, after having liad a cliild, or when lier bloom has passed, 
or the marks of age a[)|)ear, makes way for a young one, who is 
taught to respect the Ibtmcr, who siill remams mistress of the 
household ; when ihe second lady loses lier bloom, she is sup- 
planted by a third, and the third by a fburih ; so that the rich 
and independanL Mooselmin, however old he be himself, has 
generally a young wife, or a young concubine,* to cherish him ; 
and tliis, they say, enables them to enjoy life longer than the 
Christians; for they maintain, that as an old woman destroys- 
the vigour of a man, a yoimg woman encreases it ; but these 
luxurious debauchees, these devotees to the pleasures of the 
fair sex, from their irregular excesses, are often, about the age 
of filly, and sometimes before, totally incapable of performing 
the duties of the matrimonial contract; under these circum- 
stances, stimulating drugs, and aromatic compositions are in 
vain resoi'ted to, and the wretched man becomes at once the 
victim of inflamed desire, and impoteney. 

It must not, however, be imagined, that this insatiable desire 
for young females pervades the mass of the people; Mooselmin, 
in general, are satisfied with one wife, and, in a tract of country 
possessing a pojiulation of one hundred thousand souls, a Imn- 
dred men will scarcely be found who keep four. Such is the 
state of polygamy in this country. 

* Tliese young wives and conuiibiues often find oppoilunitiea daodestiiielj to 
cuckold Lhelrmen or husbands. 
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With regard to the (Kadeem*) concubines, they are geoe* 
rally black women, purchased originally at Timbuctoo ; they 
reside in the liouse witli the wives, performing the menial offices 
of the domestic establisliment. The children of these concu- 
bines, when not the master's offspring, are born slaves, and in- 
herited by him, who either keeps them lor the purpose of mar- 
rying ihem to some black slave of his own, or sells them in the 
public market ; this latter mode of disposing of them, however, 
is seldom practised, except in cases of necessity ; for although 
tlic law gives great latitude to masters having slaves, yet the 
children are generally brought up under the mother's care, and 
become member; of the family; by serving at an early age in 
domestic occupations, ihey earn their living by their work; for 
in a country where the neccssaiies of life ai'e prohibited from 
exportation,^" the expense of maintenance is inconsiderable: so 
that a laige and numerous family is a blessing, and the more 
numerous the greater tlie blessing. Living on simple food, for 
the most part of the farinaceous kind, their appetites are easily 
satisfied : their wants are few, and tlieir resources many. 

This system of proliibiting the exportation of provisions does 
not, however, as might be supposeil, reduce their value; for it 
has been observed, hi the reign of Seedy Mohammed ben Abd 
Allah, whenihe prohibition was enforced only when a scarcity 
was anticipated, that during the jMohibilion the price of corn 
rose; the Arab fiirmers, preferring a market and sale to Euro- 
peans for dollars, to the tardiness of sale for domestic coiisum|>- 
tion, kept their corn in iheir Maiamores till an exportation was 
again peimittcd, and then brought it to market. Neither is 

• Tlie k gotliiral, for when not gullural, the word signifies old or worn out. 
+ The aiipply of tlie garrison of Gibraltar, wiili bulloolis, 8ic. excepted. 
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tliere policy in the proliibilion, (except the Mohammedan 
principle of poHcy be admitted, that of promoting the poverty 
of the people or community), lor by it the agriculturists 
not having a sufficient market for the whole produce of his land, 
he cultivates but a third or a fourth part, leaving the remaining 
part fallow; and even this fourth part is found to produce 
quite as much as is necessary for the domestic consumption. 
The same argument applies tot'ie other articles of produce, viz. 
sweet almonds, dates, raisins, figs, olive oil, kc. Accordingly, 
since their prohibition, the immense plantations of these articles 
in all the provinces, particularly in Suse, where they abound, 
have been neglected, and are gradually decreasing, the produce 
being more than the domestic demand, insomuch, that the 
price is insuHicient to pay the labour of gathering ; for among 
this abstemious and parsimonious people, it would be difficult 
to find the individual who would give two shillings for the 
same quantity of provision of one kind, that he could procure 
of another kind lor one shilling. 

'I'he women are not so much confined as has been ge- 
nerally imagined; they frequently visit their relations and 
friends,* and have various ways of facilitating intrigues ; ' 
thus, if a lady's [rahayat) sandals be seen at the door of 
an apartment, the husband himself dare not enter; he re- 
tires into another room, and directs tlie female slave to in- 
form him when her (Lela) lady Is disengaged, which is 
known by the sandals being taken away. On the other hand 

* Women oT rank, wlio reside in the towns, seldom walk abroad, it being coa- 
sidered a degradation lo the wife of a gentleman to be seen walking in the street ; 
when, however, they are going lo pay a vlsitj ibeyhave a scrvaDt, or slave, to tic- 
company them. 
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when an ill-disposed liusband becomes jealous or discon* 
tenled with Ms wife, he has too many opportunities of treatfug 
her cruelly; he ma}' tyrannize over her without control; no 
one can go to her assistance, for no one is authorised to enter 
his Horem without permission. Jealousy or hatred rises so higli 
in the breast of a Moor, that death is often the consequence to 
the wretched female wlio lias excited (perhaps innocently) the 
anger of ber husband. The fate of those women who are not so 
fortunate as to bear a male child is too often to be lamented; 
those who do, are treated with extraordinary respect, the lather 
being careful not to ill-treat the mother of his son or heir. A 
father, however fond of his daughter, cannot assist her, even if 
informed of the ill-treatment she suETers; the husband alone is 
lord paramount: if, however, he should be convicted of mur- 
dering his wife, he would suffer death, but this is difficult to as- 
certain, even should she bear on her the marks of his cruelty, or 
dastardly conduct, for who is to detect it ? Instances have been 
known where the woman has been cruelly beaten and put lo 
death, and the parents have been informed of her decease as if 
it had been occasioned by sickness, and slie has been buried ac- 
cordingly ; but this difliculty of bringing the men to justice 
holds only among the powerful bashaws and persons in the 
highest stations; and these, to avoid a retaliation of similar 
practices on fA«/- children, sometimes prefer giving iheir daugh- 
ters in marriage to men of an inferior station in life, who are 
more amenable to justice. 

The etiquette of the court of Marocco does not allow any 
man to mention the word Death to the Emperor ; so that when 
it be necessary to communicate to him the news of the decease 
iOf any Mohammedan, the courtiers thus express themseiv^: 
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(Ufah Ameruh) he has completed his destiny or his period ; to 
which Uie reply is (Allah ec erhammoh) God be merciful to 
him. When a Jew dies, the Moors express it by (Maat bcl 
Karan), the son of a cuckold is dead. On the death of a Chris- 
tian, if he bore a good thiiracter, they say (Maat Mesquin). the 
InoR'eiisive man is dead ; but if he was unpopular, or disliked, 
(Maat el Kaffer) the inlidel is dead. 

AH persons at this court who have no faith in Mohammed 
being considered as inBdcls, a stigma is attached to their names 
when uttered before the Emperor; accordingly they say (Lihudi 
ashawk asseedi. El Kafl'er ashawk asseedi.) Heis a JewiA-vAawA, 
Master. He is an Inlidel, ashawk. Master. This term ashawk is 
an Arabic idiom, and signifies, " I beg pardon lor mentioning so 
degraded or contemptible a name in my master's presence." 

There is a ridiculous prejudice throughout this country, 
which extends as far as the Nile El Abeede, or Nile of Soudan, 
in considering the Mord^i-c as indecorous; it is therelbre never 
mentioned in the Emperor's presence, nor even to any prince, 
bashaw, or powerful man : the speaker expressing himself thus 
(Arbat u Wahud) i. e. Four and one. 

The number 5 is emblematical of the hand of power or 
tyranny ; so that the poor Jews, who are treated in this country 
somewhat worse than dogs in Christian countries, have a hand 
with the fingers spread out, painted on their doors or houses, 
as an amulet to charm away oppression. Accordingly (Khumsa 
alik), " Five be upon thee, or the hand of power be upon thee," 
isa curse or malediction frequently conferred by the Moors on 
the oppressed Jews. 

The imperial revenue consists of the following imposts: 
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1st. {Ska u Lashor.,) Two per cent, on camels, horses, mules 
asses, cattle, sheep, goats, fee. and ten per cent, on corn and the 
produce of ]and. The payment of this branch of the revenue 
which is the most considerable, is made either in cash or in 
kind, optional in the subject. 

^nd, [Dairas and Sokra's,) Fines and presents, viz. Fines 
levied at discretion by the bashaws of provinces, alkaids of 
cities and towns, and douars, and oiliers employed by them ; 
these consist in satisfaction for offences; thus, if two men 
quarrel, and blood be spilt in the fray, half the property of the 
aggressor is often exacted as a fine for disturbing; the peace. If 
a traveller be robbed, the douar, or encampment, where tlie 
robbery was comniilled, is fined in double the sum, viz. the 
sum stolen is returned to the robbed, and an equal sum is paid 
to the bashaw for the imperial tieasury. The inhabitants of the 
douar are then left lo discover the robbers, and recover of them 
the property .stolen; the beneficial effects of this salutary law 
must be evident to every man, but particularly to those who 
have frequently travelled through this country, and by their 
own experience have seen and felt the influence which it has 
on every individual, and the interest that is diffused through- 
out the community to protect travellers from plunder. In an 
extensive champaign country like this, where the population oF 
the provinces consists of encampments in the plains, open to the 
attack of robbers, and undefended, there would be no security 
were it not for the good effects of this law, which renders every 
individual a guard to the property of the person sojourning in' 
the district of which he is an inhabitant. 

A traveller may exact a fine from a douar for inhospitable 
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treatment, by making a complaint to the bashaw under whose 
government the Sheik of the douar lives. 

3d. Legal disputes. Considerable sums are presented to the 
bashaws, alkaids, &c. to procure their attention to the interest 
of the parties disputing, and to accelerate the termination. Thus 
a douceur to a bushaw of a few hundred dollars, will sometimes 
give a man as much advantage over his antagonist, as would be 
gained in England bv the retaining of an eminent counsel to 
plead his cause. These douceurs are often paid to ministers by 
persons desiious to obtain some privilege from the Emperor, 
and are usually regulated according to the rank of the appli- 
cant, and the importance of the favour to be conferred. The 
minisicis, and other persons in authority, do not conceal their 
operations; but will tell you what you are to pay for such a 
privilege or favour, which has at least this good effect, that you 
have a certain quid pro quo, and you are not seduced, under 
false promises, to attend on ministers ineffectually: your busi- 
ness is expedited generally to your satisfaction." A knowledge 
of the ministers, and of the spirit of the court, as well as the 
character of the Emperor, is, perhaps, indispensihly necessary 
to ensure success. When these sums and douceurs have been 
repeatedly given, and have, by accumulation, become consider- 
able, a pretext is seldom wanting to attack these bashaws, 
cadis, alLaids, and other officers, for some misdemeanor, or for 
mal-administration of justice, and they are accordingly heavily 
mulcted; but they readily pay the Hue, which thus ulti- 
mately iorms a part of the imperial revenue, that they may 
again enter into their oppressive offices. 

In cases oidisputc, which come into tlie province of the civil 
law, tlie cadi determines the case; and the retaining, in such 
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cases, able (Lokiels) pleaders, is attended with similar advan- 
tages, as with us. In these disputes, however, a paper or two, 
written in the most concise manner, is all that is necessary ; the 
wheels of justice are not clogged with such volumes of cases 
at]d briefs as with us. 

4th. Immense presents are occasionally made by the bashaws, 
alkaids, k.c. to the Emperor, to secure the imperial favor, and 
to enable them to hold their places against tlie attacks cou- 
tinually made by others, who spare no expense in presenting, 
througli the ministers, their chiinis for preferment. The bashaw 
Ben Hammed, who governed Duqutlla in the reign of the pre- 
sent Emperor's father, Seedy Mohammed, every Friday, as the 
Emperor came out of the mosqne, presented him with a large 
wedge of pure gold ofSuuclan. 

5lhly. Tlie fish called Shebbel (similar to salmon), the pro- 
duce of the great rivers, viz. the El Kose, the Seboo, the Mor- 
beya, the Tensift, and the river Suse, pay to the imperial 
treasury a heavy duty ; but that duly is generally farmed to 
some wealthy individual, who pays about 20 per cent, on the 
value of the fish caught, or gives so much per annum for the 
privilege of fishing in the rivers. 

6lh. El Beb, or gate-duty, an impost of from (one blanquil 
to two ounces) \\d. to Vs. on every camel-load of merchandize 
carried out or brought into any city or town. 

7 th. [Gizzia,) The poll-tax levied on the Jews, viz. the 
pro rata of every Jew is calculated according to his property, by 
a committee appointed by themselves. Tliis lax may amount 
to about ten per cent, on their income or profits. 

8th. [ElfVorelta.) The hereditary lax. The Emperor is heir to 
all the estates of his subjects who die without heirs; so that at 




accompanied with a present, a custom established from time iiiH 
memorial in Africa, as well as in the East ; and these presents 
are in proporticm to the magnitude of the negociation. The king 
of Spain, during the reign of Seedy Mohammed ben Abd Allah, 
the lather of the reigning Emperor, sent presents to an enormoiis 
amoutit, in order to purchase the friendly alliance of the Em- 
petx>r, and lo induce him to continue the exportation of grain 
to Spain. 

nth. In addition to all tliese sources of revenue, may be 
mentioned the duties on the exportation of cattle and vege- 
tables to our garrison of Gibraltar, and on a few similar sup- 
plies to Spain and Portugal. 

Before the present Emperor ascended the throne, the produce 
of the country was allowed to be exported from all the ports <m 
the coast, and formed a very considerable source of revenue ; 
the duties on grain alone, from Dar El Beida, in one year, 
amounted to 722,000 dpllars. The exportation from the ports 
of Arzilla, El Araiche, Mamora, Rabat, Fedella, Azamor, Ma- 
zagan, Saffy, Mogodor, and Santa Cruz, in Suse, were not quite 
so considerable. The present prohibition of the exportation 
of grain, together with all the articles enumerated above, to 
which may be added, wool, flax, and cotton, cannot l)e a proof 
of the Emperor's avarice, a passion ascribed to him by many ; 
as, by allowing their exportjation, and encouraging their culti- 
vation, an accession of several millions would annually be added 
to the revenue of his empire^. 
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species of epidemy, as ajipears by an ancient Arabic manuscript, 
wliicb gives an account of tJie same disorder having carried off 
two-thirds of the inhabitants of West Barbary about four cen- 
luries since. But however tliis destructive epidemy originated, 
its leiiding iealures were novel, and its consequences more 
dreadful than the common plague of Turkey, or that of Syria, 
or Egypt. Let every one freely declare his own sentiments 
about it; let him assign any credible account of its rise, or the 
causes that introduced so terrible a scene. I shall relate only 
what its symiJtoms were, what it actually was, and how it ter- 
minated, having been an eye-witness of its dreadful effects, and 
having seen and visited many who were afflicted,. uul wliowerc 
dying with it. 

In the month of April, 1799, a dreadful plague, of a most 
destructive nature, manifested itself in the city of Old Faz» 
?(vhich soon after communicated itsell to the new city. This 
unparalleled calamity, carried off one or two the first day, 
three or four the second day, six or eight the third day, and 
increasing progressively, until the mortality amounted to two 
-in the hundred of the aggregate population, coiuiuuiiig ivUh 
■unabating violence, ten, fifteen, or twenty days; being ol longer 
'duration in old than in new towns ; then diminishing in a pro- 
gressive proportion from one thousand a day to nine hundred, 
then to eight hundred, and so on until it disappeared. VVhat- 
-ever recourse was had to medicine and to physicians was 
-unavailing; so that such expedients were at length totally 
'relinquished, and the people, overpowered by this terrible 
scourge, lost all hopes of surviving it. 

Whilst it raged in the town of Mogodor, a small village 
(Diabet), situated about two miles southeast of that place, 
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it carried off two-thirds of their original number, one hundred 
men; during this interval the otlier inhabitants of the town 
were exempt from the disorder, though these troops were not 
confined to any particular quarter, many of them having had 
apartments in the houses of the inhabitants of the town. 

The destruction of the human species in the province of Suse 
was considerably greater than elsewhere ; Tcrodant, ibrmerly 
the metropolis of a kingdom, but now that of Suse, lost, when 
the infection was at its height, about eight hundred each day : the 
ruined, but still extensive city of Marocco,* lost one thousand 
each day; the populous cities of Old and New Fas diminished 
in population twelve or fifteen hundred each day,-f insomuch, 
that in these extensive cities, the mortality was so great, that 
the living having not time to bury the dead, the bodies were 
deposited or thrown altogether into large holes, which, when 
nearly full, were covered over with carUi. All regulations in 
matters of sepulture before observed were now no longer re- 
garded ; things sacred and things prophane had now lost their 
distinction, and universal despair pervaded niankiud. Young, 
healthy, and robust persons of full stamina, were, for the most 
part, attacked first, then women and children, and lastly, thin, 
sickly, emaciated, and old people. 

After this violent and deadly calamity bad subsided, we 
beheld a general alteration in the fortunes and circumstances of 
men ; we saw persons v/ho before the plague were common 

* I have beeninToraaed that there are still at Marocco, apartments wherein the 
dead were placed ; and that after the ivhote family wivs swept away the doors 
were built up, nnd remain so to this day. 

t There died, during itte w hole of the above periods, in the ctly of Marocoo, 
50,t)00; in Tas, 65,000; iu Mogodor, 4,5W; and in Saffy, 5,000; in all iai,500 
(ouU I 
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labourers, now in possession of thousands, and keeping horses 
without knowing how to ride ihcm. Parties of this descrip- 
tion were met wherever we went, and tlie men of f.imily 
called them in derision (el wural;i) the inheritors.* PruviMonH 
also became extremely cheap and abimdant: the Rock^' and 
herds had been left in the fields, and there was now no one 
to own them; and the propensity to phnider, so noKnioiisly 
attached to the character ofthe Arab, as well as to the ShLliuli 
and Moor, was superseded by a conscientious regard to justice, 
originating from a continual apprehension of dissolution, and 
that the El khere,-t- as the plague was now called, was a judg- 
ment of the Omnipotent on the disobedience of man, and that 
it behoved every individual to amend his conduct, as a prepa- 
ration to his departure for paradise. 

The expense oflabour at the same timeencieased enormously,;!^ 
and never was equality in the human species more conspicuoia 
than at this time ; when corn was to be ground, or breati baked, 
both were performed in the houses of the affluent, and prepared 
by themselves, for the very few people whom the plague had 
spared, were insufficient to administer to the wants of the rich 
and independaiU, and they were accordingly compelled to work 
for themselves, performing personally the menial offices of their 
respective families. 

The country being now depopulatedj and much of the terri- 
tory without owners, vast tribes of Arabs emigrated from their 
abodes in the inleiiior of Sahara, and took possession of the 

• Des gens parvenues.ai the French express it; or upstarts. 

+ The good, oi benediction. 

X Al ihia lime I received from Marocco a caravan of many camel loads of bees- 
wax, in Eerrons cunlaining 200 lbs. each ; I sent for workmen to place them one 
npoD another, and they demanded one dollar per serion for bo moving lliem. 
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country contiguous to the river Draha, as well as many dislricU 
inSuse; and, in short, settling themselves, and pitching iheir 
tents wherever they found a fertile country with little or no 
population. 

The symptoms of this plague varied indifferent patients, the 
variety of age and constitution gave it a like variety of ap- 
pearance and character. Those who enjoyed perfect health 
were suddenly seized with head-aches and inflammations ; the 
longue and throat became of a vivid red, the breath was drawn 
with difficulty, and was succeeded by sneezing and lioarseness; 
when once seilled in ihe stomach, it excited vomitings of black 
bile, attended with excessive torture, weakness, hiccough, and 
convulsion. Some were seized with sudden shivering, or deli- 
rium, and had a sensation of such intense inward heat, that they 
threw off tlieir clothes, ajid would have walked about naked in 
quest of water wherein to plunge themselves. Cold water was 
eagerly resorted to by the unwary and imprudent, and proved 
fatal to those who indulged in iis momentary relief. Some had one, 
two, or more buboes, which formed themselves, and became olieij 
as large as a walnut, in the courscof a day ; others had a similar 
number of carbuncles ; oiliers had both buboes and carbuncles, 
which generally appeared in the groin, under the arm, or near 
the breast. Those who were affected * with a shivering, having 

* M'drub 18 an idiom in the Arabic i^nguage BomenliaL tlifRculi to render into 
Englisti ; it is well knuwn tlial the Molianmiedans are pretfestiDarlaus, and that 
the^ believe in the exlslence uf spirits, dtvils, &c. their idea of (he piagae is, tha^ 
it is a good or bk^aing sent frum Gud to clear the woild of a superfluous pupuls- 
tiiiH — that no medicine or precaution can i uie or preveiu it ; ihat every one who 
is to be a victim to it is (inttabe) recorded in the Book ul' Fate; Ihal there are 
certain Genu who [.'reside ovti ihe laie oi men, and who sometimes discover 
themselves in vatioud jorms, bitvins; olten legs siniilur to those of fowls ; that tli«se 
Genii are armed with ttrro->s: that uhen a person is aitueked by the plaguej 
l^'hit-h is lulled in Ai<<bic Tauter, orlhc destiny ordecrecj he is shut by one ul' tbeie 
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no buboe, carbuncle, spots, or any other exterior disfiguration, 
were invariably carried o£f in less than twenty-four hours, and 
the body of the deceased became quickly putrificd, so ihat it 
Mas indispensably necessary to bury it a few hours after disso- 
lution. It is reniai'kable, that the bii'ds of the air fled away 
from the abode of men, for none were to be seen during this 
calamitous period ; the hyxuas, on the contraiy, visited the 
cemeteries, and sounht the dead bodies to devour them. I re- 
commended Mr. Baldwin's* invaluable remedy of olive oil, ap- 
plied accordiuff to his directions ; several Jews, and some Muo- 
selmin, were induced to try it, and I was afterwards visited by 
many, to whom I had recommended it, and had given them 
written directions in Arabic how to apply it: and I do not 
know any instance of its failing when persevered in, even after 
the infection ha:d manifested itself. 

I have no doubt but tlie epidemy whiclimade its appearance 
nt Cadiz-, and all along the southern shores of Spain, immedi- 
ately as the plague was subsiding in Wc%\. Bariiary, was the 
same disorder with the one above described, suffering, after its 
passage to a Christian country, some variation, originating from 
the difl'ereiit modes of living, and other circumstances; for 
nothing can be more opposite than the food, dress, customs, and 
manners of Mohammedans and Christians, notwithstanding the 
approximation of Spain lo Marocco. We have been credibly 

Genii, and llie sensation of ihe invisible wound is similar to that from a musquet- 
ball ; bence the universal application of M'tlrob to a person afflicted with the 
plague, i. e. lie is shot ; and if he die, ufab amcruti, liis destiny \» completed or 
tfrminated (in this worli!). 1 scarcely ercr yet saw the Mooseimin who did not 
affirm ihat he bad at some time of his lite seen lliese Genii, and the; often 
appear, ihey say, in rivers. 

' J^le British Cyusul in Egypt. 

A A 
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infonxied, that it was communicated originally to Spain, by 
two iufected persons, who went from Tangier to Eslapona, a 
small villat^e on the opposite shore ; who, after eluduig the vi- 
gilance of the guards, reached Cidiz. We have also been assured 
that it was cdiiiniiiiiicatei by some inlected persons who landed 
in .Spain, horn a vessel ihat had loaded produce at L'araiche in 
West Baihary. Anoihtr account was, ihal a Spanish privateer, 
wliich had tKcasion to laud its crew for the purpose of pro- 
curing water in some pait of West Barbary, caught the iDPeo 
tion from communicating with ilie natives, and afterwards 
proceeding to Cadiz, spread it in that town and the adjacent 
country. 

It should be observed, for the infoi-mation of those who may- 
be desirous of investigating the nature of this extraordinary dis«- 
tetnper, that, from its character and its symptoms, approxi- 
mating to the peculiar jilague, which (according to the before 
mentioned Arabic record) ravaged and depopulated West Bar- 
bary four centuries sitice, the Arabs and Moors were of opinion 
it would subside after tlie first year, and not appear again the 
next, as the Egyptian plague does; and agreeably to this 
opinion, it did not re-appear the second year: neither did St. 
John's day, or that season, affect its virulence ; but about that 
period there prevails along the coast of West Barbary a trade 
wind, which beginning lo blow in the month of May, continues 
throughout the months of June, July, and August, with little in- 
termission. It was apprehended that the influence of this trade 
wjiid, added to the superstitious opinion of the plague ceasing 
on St, John's day, would stop, or at least sensibly diminish the 
niorlalily ; but no such thing happened, the wind did set in, as 
It invariably does, about St. John's day ; the disorder, however, 
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cncreased at that period, rather than diminished. Some persons 
were of opinion, that the infection maintained its virulence till 
the last; that the decrease of mortality did not originate from a 
decrease of the miasma, but from a decrease of population, and 
a consequent want of subjects to prey upon; and this indeed is 
a plausible idea; but admitting it to be just, how are we to 
account for the almost invariable fatality of the disorder, when 
at its height, and the comparative innocence of it when on the 
decline ? for then, the chance to those who had it, was, that they 
would recover and survive the malady. 

The old men seemed (o indulge in a superstitious tradition, 
that when this peculiar kind of cpidemy attacks a country, it 
does not return or continue for three or more years, but disap- 
pears altogether (after the first year), and is iollowcd t!ie seventh 
year by contagious rheums and expectoration, the violence of 
which lasts from three to seven days, but is not fatal. Whethei 
this opinion be in general founded in truth I cannot determine; 
but in the spring of the year 1806, which was the seventh year 
from the apjifearance of the plague at Fas in 1 799, a species of 
inflnenza pervaded the whole country ; the patient going \.u bed 
well, and on rising in the niorriing, a thick phlegm was expec- 
torated, accompanied by a distressi-ng rheum, or cold in the 
head, with a cough, which quickly reduced those aflccted to 
extreme weakness, but was seldom fatal, continuing from three 
to seven days, with more or less violence, and then gradually 
disappearing. 

DuHng the [ilagiife dt Mdgodor,- t!ic Eoropfean tnerchanis shut 
themselves Up in their respective hoitStS, a? Is (he practice in 
the Levant ; 1 did not take this precaution, but occasionally 
rode out to lake exercise on horseback. Riding one day out of 
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i town, I met the Governor's brother, who asked me w 
was going, wlien every other European was shut up ? " To the 
garden," I answered. " And are you not aware that the garden 
' and the adjacent country is full of (Genii) departed souls, who 
are busy in smiting with the plague every one they meet?" I 
could not help smiling, but told him, that I trusted to God only, 
who would not allow any of the Genii to smite me unless it 
were his sovereign will, and that if it were, he could effect it 
without the aid of Genii. On my return to town in tlieeveniug, 
the sand)' beach, from the town-gate to the sanctuary of Seedi 
Mogodole,* was covered with biers. My dally observations con- 
vinced me ihat the cpidemy was not caught by approach, unless 
that approach was accompanied by an inhaling of the breath, 
or by touching the infected person ; I therefore had a separa- 
tion made across the galleiy, inside of my liouse, between the 
kitchen and dining parlour, of the width of three feet, which is 
Sufficiently wide to prevent the inhaling the breath of a pei-son* 
From this partition or table of separation I look the dishes, and 
after dinner returned them to the same place, suffering none of 
the servants to come near me; and in the otficc and counting- 
house, I had a partition made to prevent the too near approach 
of any person who might call on business; and this prcciuiion 
I Himly believe to be all that is necessary, added to that of re- 
cciving money through vinegar, and taking caie not to touch 
or smell infectious substances 

Fear had an extraordinary effect in disposing the body to re- 
ceive the infection; and those who were subject thereto, inva- 
riably caught the malady, which was for the most part fatal. 

* A lanctuar; a mile soath-eait of ihe towD of Mogodor, from wbeace Ihc 
lonn receives its name. 
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Be breaking oul of the plague at Mogodor, llirre were two 
medical men, an Italian and a Frenchman, the lalicr, a man of 
science, a great botanist, and of an acute discrimination ; they, 
however, did not remahi, but took the Hrst opportunity of 
leaving the place (or Teneriffe, so that the few Euiopeans had 
no expectation of any medical assistance except that of the na- 
tives. Plaisters of gum ammoniacum, and ihejuiceof the leaves 
of the opuntia, or kermuse cnsarrah, i. e. prickly pear, were 
universally applied to the carbuncles, as well as the buboes, 
n'hich quickly brought ilieni to maturity: many of the people 
of properly took copious draughts of coffee and Peruvian bark. 
The Vinaigre dt quatre voleurs was used by many, also cam* 
pbor, smoking tobacco, or fumigations of gum Sandrac ; straw 
was also burned by some, who were of opinion, that any thing 
which produced abundance of smoke, was sufficient to purify 
the air of pestilential effluvia. 

During the existence of the plague, I had been in the cham- 
bers of men on their death-bed : I had had Europeans at my 
table, who were infected, as well as Moora, who actually had 
buboes on them; 1 took no other precaution than that of se|>a- 
ration, carefully avoiding to touch the hand, or inhale the 
breath; and, notwithstanding what may have been said, lam 
decidedly uf opinion that the plague, at least this peculiar 
species of it, is not produced by any infectious principle in titc 
atmosphere, but caught solely by touching infected substances, 
or inhaling the breath of those who are diseased ; and that it 
must not be confounded with the common plague of Egypt, or 
Constantinople, being a malady of a much more desperate and 
desttuclive kind. It has been said, by persons who have discus- 
sed the nature and character of the plague, that the cultivation 
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0f a countty, the draining of the lands, and other agricultural 
ifOprovemeiits, tend to eradicate ordiminish it ; but at the same 
^jne, we have Seen countries depopulated where there was no 
jDorAsSi otr stagnate water for many days journey, nor even a 
iree io impede the current of air, or a town, nor any thing Imt 
.€;0campments of Arabs, who prooured water from wells of ^ 
great depth, and inhabited plains so extensive and uniforra, that 
they resemble the sea, and are so similar in appearance after, as 
well as before sun*rise, that if the eye could abstract itself from 
the spot immediately surrounding the spectator, it could not be 
ascertained whether it were sea or land. 

I shall now subjoin a few cases for the further docidation 
of this distemper, hoping that the medical reader will pardon 
any inaccuracy originating from my not being a professional 
man. 

Case L — One afternoon, I went into the kitchen, and saw the 
cook making the bread ; he appeared in good health and spirits ; 
I afterwards went into the adjoining parlour, and took up a 
book to read; in half an hour the same man came to .the door 
of the room, with his eyes starling from his head, and his bed 
clothes, kc. in his hands, saying, *' open the gate for me, for I 
am (m*dorb) smitten/' 1 was astonished at the sudden transition, 
and desired him to go out, and I would follow and shut the gate* 
The next morning he sent his wife out on an errand, and got 
out of bed, and came to the gate half dressed, saying that he 
was quite recovered, and desired I would let him in. I did not, 
however, think it safe to admit him, but told him to go back to 
his bouse for a few days, until he should be able to ascenaifi 
that he was quite well ; he accordingly returned to his apait- 
ments, but expired tbat evening, and before day-break hisf body 
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was in such a deplorable st:ae, that his feet were putretied. His 
wife, by attending on him, caught the inteclion, having a car- 
buncle, and also buboes, and was confined two moulbs befoi« 
she recovered. 

Case II. — L'Hagc Hamed O Brj-him, the old governor of 
Mogodor, had twelve or more children, and four wives, who 
were all attacked, and died (except only one young wife) ; he 
attended them successively to the grave, and notwithslanding 
that be assisted in [lerfoiming the religious ceremony of washing 
the body, he never himself caught the infection; he lived some 
years afterwards, and out of the whole household, consisting of 
wives, concubines, children, and slaves, he had but one person 
left, which was the before mentioned young wife: iliis lady* 
however, bad received the infection, and was confined some 
time before she recovered. 

Case III. — Hamed ben A was smitten with tiie plague, 

which he compared to the sensation of two musket balls bred at 
him, one ill each thigh; a giddiness and delirium succeeded, 
and immediately afterwards a green vomiting, and he fell sense- 
less to the ground ; a short time afterwards, on the two places 
where he had felt as if shot, biles or buboes formed, and on 
suppurating, discharged a foetid black pus: a (jimmera) ' 
carbuncle on the joint of the arm near the elbow was full of thin 
ichor, contained in an elevated skin, surrounded by a burning 
red colour; after three months confinement, being reduced to a 
skeleton, the disorder appeared to have exhausted itself, and he 
began lo recover his strength, which in another month was fully 
re-established. It was an observation foueided on daily ex- 
perience, during the prevalence of this disorder, that those who 
were attacked with a nausea at the stomach, and a subsequent 
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vomilting of green or yellow bile, recovered after siifFering in 
various degrees, and that those who were affected with giddi- 
ness, or delirium, followed by a discharge or vomiting of black 
bile, invariably died after lingering one, two, or three days, 
their bodies being covered with small black spots similar to 
grains of gun-powder : in this stale, however, they |>()S5Cssed 
their intellects, and spoke rationally till tlieir dissaluiion. 

When the constiiuiiuu was not disposed, or had not vigour 
enough to throw the miasma to the surface in the loiin of biles, 
buboes, carbuncles, or blackish spots, the virulence is supposed 
to have operated inwardly, or on the vital parts, and the patient 
died in less than twenty-four hours, without any exterior disfi- 
guration. 

Case IV.— It was reported that the Sultan had the plague 
twice during the season, as many others had; "so that the 
idea of its attacking like the small-pox, a peison but once in 
his life, is refuted ; the Sultan was cured by large doses of Peru- 
vian bark frequently repealed, and it was said that he found 
such infiiiiie benefit i'rom it, that lie advised his brothers never 
to travel without having a good supply. The Emperor, since 
the plague, always has by him a sulficieul quantity of quill 
bark to supply his emergency. 

Case V. — H. L. was smitten with the plague, which affected 
him by a pain similar lo that of a long needle {as he expressed 
himself) repeatedly plunged into his groin. In an hour or two 
afterwards, a (jimmerj) carbuncle appeared in tlic groin, which 
continued enlarging tliree days, at the expiration of which 
jieiiod he could neither support ihc pain, nor conceal his sensa- 
tions; he lyid himself down on a couch ; an Arabian doctor, 
applied to tlic carbuncles the testicles o; d ram cut in half. 




Accoant oftht Fiaffte, MS 

whilst the vital warmth was still iD them; the carbuncle on 
the tliiid day was encreased to ihe size of a small orange; the 
beforemenlioned remedy was daily applied during thirty days, 
after which lie resorted to cataplasms of the juice of the (opun- 
tia) prickly pear-tree, (feshook) gum ammoniac, and (zlte el 
aud) oil of olives, of each one-third : this was intened to pro- 
inoie suppuration, which was soon effected ; there remained 
after tlie suppuration a large vacuity, which was daily tilled 
with hue hemp dipped iu honey; by means of this application 
the wound tilled up, and the whole was well in thirly-nine 
days 

Case VI —El H — t— e, a trading Jew of Mogodor, was sorely 
afflicted; he called upon me, and lecjuesled some remedy ; lad- 
vised him to use oil of olives, and having Mr. Baldwin's mode 
of administering it,* I transcribed it in the Arabiclanguage, and 
gave it to him ; he foll(>wed the prescription, and assured me, 
about six weeks afterwards, (thai with the blessing of God) he 
had preserved his lile by that remedy only; he said, that after 
having been anointed with oil, his skin became harsh aud dry 
like the scales of a lish, but that In half an hour more, a profuse 
perspiration came on, and continued for another half hour, 
after which he experienced relief: tliis he repeated forty days, 
when he was quite recovered. 

Case VII.— Moh — m'd ben A fell suddenly down in 

the street ; he was conveyed home ; three carbuncles and five 
buboes appeared soon after in his groin, under the joint of 
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* Mr. BaMivin observed, ihat whilst tite plague raviigcd Egypt, tbe draleri io 
I oil were noi atTeciti.1 wild ilie ej'idemy, nnil lie accordiuglv iecoiniueiiu<;d people 

P to aaoiot IheniEeWes with oil ever^ ilay as ^i remedy. 
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Ins knee, and arm-pits, and inside the elbow ; he died in three 
hours after the attack. 

Case VIII. — L. R. ivas suddenly smitten with this dreadful 
calamity, whilst looking over some Marocco leather; he fell 
instantaneously; afterwards, when he had recovered his senses, 
he described the sensation as that of the pricking of needles, at 
every part wherein the carbuncles afterwards appeared: he died 
the same day in defiance of medicine. 

• Case IX. — Mr. PaciHco, a merchant, was attacked, and felt a 
pricking pain down the inside of the thick part of the thigh, 
near the sinews ; he was obliged to go to bed. I visited him 
the next day, and was going to approach him, hut he ex- 
claimed, " Do not come near me, for although I know I have 
not the prevailing distemper, yet your friends, if you touch me, 
may persuade you otherwise, and that might alarm you; 1 
shall) I hope, be well in a few days." I took the hint of Don 
Pedro de Victoria, a Spanish gentleman, who was in the room, 
who offering me a sagar, I smoked it, and then departed; the 
next day the patient died* He was attended during his illness 
by the philanthropic Monsieur Soubremont, who did not stir 
from his bed-side till he expired ; but after exposing himself in 
this mamier, escaped the infection, which proceeded un- 
doubtedly from his constantly having a pipe in his mouth. 

Case X. — Two of the principal Jews of the town giving them- 
selves up, and having no hope, were willing to employ the re- 
mainder of their lives in affording assistance to the dying and the 
dead, by washing the bodies and interring them ; this business 
they performed during thirty or forty days, during all which 
time they were not attacked : when the plague had nearly sub- 
sided, and they began again to cherish hopes of surviving the 
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calaraily, they were both smitten, but after a few days illaess 
recovered, and are now living. 

From this last case, as well as from many others similar, but 
too numerous here to recapitulate, it appears that the human 
constitution requires a certain miasma, to prepare it to receive 
the pestilential infection. 

General Observation. — When the carbuncles or buboes ap- 
peared to have a blackish rim round their base, the case of that 
patient was desperate, and invariably fatal. Sometimes the 
whole body was covered with black spots like partridge-shot; 
such patients always fell victims to the disorder, and those who 
felt the blow internally, shewing no external disfiguration, did 
not survive more than a few hours. 

The plague, which appears necessary to carry off the over- 
j)lus of encreasing population, visits this country about once in 
every twenty years: the last visitation was in i19^ and 1800, 
being more fatal than any ever before known. 

The Moliammedans never postpone burying their dead more 
than twenty-four liours ; in summer it would be offensive to 
keep ihem longer, for which reason they often inter the body a 
few hours after death ; they first wash it, then lay it on a 
wooden tray, without any coffin, but covered with a shroud of 
cotton cloth ; it is thus borne to the grave by four men, fol- 
lowed by the relations and h iends of the deceased, chaunting, 
(La Allah ilia Allah wa Mohammed rassul Allah.) There is no 
God but the true God, and Mohammed is bis prophet. The 
body is deposited in the grave with the head towards Mecca, 
each of the two extremities of the sepulchre being marked by 
an upright stone. U is unlawful to take fees at an interment, 
the bier belongs to the (Jamil) mos<iuc, and is used, free of 
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expense, by those who apply for it. The cemetery is a pifce 
of ground uninclosed, attaclied to some sanctuary, outside of 
the tuwn, for the Mohammedans do not allow the dead to be 
buried anioi>g tliR habitations of the living, or in towns ; they 
highly veziei*ate the burying-pUcts, and, whenever they pass 
them, pray for the deceased. 

Diseases. — The inhahilaulsof this country, besides the plague 
already described, are subject to many loathsome and distress- 
ing diseases. 

Many of the cities and towns of Marocco are visited yearly 
by malignant epidemics, which the natives call fruit-fevers; 
they originate from their indulgence in fruit, which abounds 
throughout this fertile garden of the world. The fruits deemed 
most febrile are mtisk-melons, apricots, and all unripe stone 
fruits. Alpinus^ de MtdCcina Egijpliorum, sa.ys, " Aulumnogras- 
santurfebres pestilentialesmullae quse subdole invadunt,elsa5pe 
medicum et asgrum decipiunt." 

Jedrie (Small-pox) — Inoculation for this disease appears to 
have been known in this country long before we were acquainted 
with it in Europe. The Arabs of the Desert make tiie incision 
for inoculation with a sharp flint. Horses and cattle arc very 
much subject to the jedrie : this disease is much dreaded by the 
natives ; the patient is advised to breathe in the open air. The 
fatality of this disease may proceed, in a great measure, from 
the thickness of the skin of the Arabs, always exposed to the 
sun and air, which, preventing the effort wliich nature makes to 
throw the morbid matter to the surface, tends to throw it back 
into the circulation of the blood. 

Mjinen and Baldness.' — Children are frequently affected with 
baldness; and the falling sickness is a common disease; the 
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women are parllcitlarly subject lo it ; they call it mjinen, i. e. 
possessed with a spirit. 

Jiead-acke, Bowel Complainls, and Rheumatism. — The head- 
ache is common, but it is only temporary, arising generally from 
a suddenst oppnge of perspiration, and goes off again on using 
exercise, wl)icb, in this hot climate, immediately causes per- 
spiration. The stomach is olleii relaxed witli the heat, and be- 
comes extremely painful, this ihey improperly call (Ujah el 
Kulieb) the heart ache. They are freqiieiuly complaining of 
gripings, and universal weakness, which are probably caused 
by the water they continually drink; tiiey complain also of 
(Ujah el Adem) the bone-ache, rheumatism, which is often oc- 
casioned by their being accustomed to sit on the ground with- 
out shoes, 

[Bu Telteese) Nyctalopia. — This ophthalmic disease is little 
known in the northern jirovinces ; but in Suse and Sahara it 
prevails. A defect of vision comes on at dusk, but without 
pain; the patient is deprived of sight, so tlvdt he caimot see 
distinctly, even witli the assistance of candles. During my resi- 
dence at Agadeer, in the quality of agent for the ci-rffvon/ States 
General of ttie United Pro\inces, a cousin of mine was dread- 
fully afflicted with this troublesome disease, losing his sight at 
evening, and continuing in that stale till the rising sun. A Deteini 
Arab, a famous physician, communicated to me a sovereign re- 
medy, whicli being extremely simple, I had not sufficient faith 
ill his prescription to give it a trial, till reflecting that the 
simplicity of the remedy was such as to preclude the possi- 
bility of its being injurious : it was therefore applied inwardly ; 
and twelve hours afterwards, to my astonishment, the boy's eyes 
were perfectly well, and continued so during twenty-one days, 
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when I again had recourse to the same remedy, and it effected 
a cure, on one administration, during thirty days, when it again 
attacked him; the remedy was again applied with the same 
beneficial effect as before. 

Ulcers and eruptions.' — Schirrous ulcers, and other eruptions, 
frequently break out on their limbs and bodies from the heated 
state of the blood, which is increased by their constant and 
extravagant use of stimulants; for whenever they sit down to 
meat, the fnst enquiry is ( VVosh Skune) Is it stimulating? if it 
be not, they will not touch it, be it ever so good and palatable. 
Tiiese eruptions often turn lo leprous affections. 

. The Venereal Disease. — The most general disorder, however, 
is the venereal disease, which is said lo have been unknown 
among thetn, till the period when Ferdinand King of Castille 
expelled the Jews from Spain, wlio coming over to Marocco,and 
suffering the Africans to cohabit with their wives and daugh- 
ters, the whole empire was, as it were, inoculated with the 
dreadful distemper; they call it the great disease,* or the 
woman s disorder ; and it has now spread itself into so many 
varieties, that, I am persuaded, there is scarcely a Moor in Bar- 
bary who has not more or less of the virus in his blood ; ibey 
have no effectual remedy for it ; they know nothing of the 
specific mercury, but usually follow a course of vegetable diet 
for forty days, drinking during that time decoctions of sarsapa- 
rilla, which afford them a temporary relief. The heat of the 
climate keeping up a constant perspiration, those who have tins 
disorder, do not suffer so much from it as persons do in Europe; 
and this, added to their abstaining in general from wine, and 
all fermented liquors, may be the cause of their being enabled 
* lo Arabic, el muid el kabeer, or el murd Kn's&h, 
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lo drag ihrouf^h life wllliout undergoing a radical cure, though 
they are occasionally afflicted with aches and pains till their 
dissolution. From repeated infection, and extreme negligence, 
we sometimes see noseless faces, no remedy having been admi- 
nistered to exterminate the infection; ulcers, particularly on 
the legs, are so common, that one scarcely sees a Moor without 
them. I have heard many of them complain, that they had 
never enjoyed health or tranquillity since they were first in- 
fected. If any European surgeon happen lo prescribe the spe- 
cific remedy, they generally, from some inaccuracy of interpre- 
tation, want of confidence, or otiier cause, neglect to follow the 
necessary regimen ; this aggravates the symptoms, and they 
then discontinue the medicine, from a pi-esumption of its inef- 
ficacy ; it has even been asserted that mercury does not incor- 
porate with the blood, but passes off with the fsces, producing 
no salutary effect. In cases of gonnorrhoea they apply, locally, 
(the Hendal) coloquintli, which (assisted with tisanes and diu- 
retics) is attended with most beneficial effects. 

The Bashaw Hayanie, an old man of 100 years of age, who 
governed Suse and Agadeer part of the lime when I was esta- 
blished there (and who was a favourite of the Emperor Muley 
Ismael) has assured me, that by compelling the Btikarie blacks 
to carry burdens up the mountain to the town of Agadeer, in 
the heat of the day, they have been cured of this disease. If this 
be true, it can be attributed only to the profuse perspiration in- 
duced by violent exercise in a hot country. The constant and 
general use of the warm bath may also tend to assuage the 
virulence of this enemy to the human oonstitution. 

Leprosy. -—hcprosyt called Jeddem, is very prevalent in 
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Barbary ; people affecled with it are common in the province of 
Halia, where oil argannick is much used, which, when not pro- 
perly prepared, is said to heat the blood.* The lepers of Haba 
arc seen in parties oiteii or twenly together, and approach tra- 
vellers to beg charily. In the cily of Marocco theie is a separate 
quarter, outside of the walls, inliabiied by lepers only. In 
passing through this place, 1 observed that its inhabitants were 
not generally disfigured in personal ajjpearance; the women, 
when young, are extremely handsome; some few have a Hvid, 
spotted, or cracked skin : they are sometimes fluslied in the face, 
and at others pale: when they appear abioad, they assist their 
complexion with (el akkcr) rouge, and (cl kaliol] lead ore, with 
which latter they blacken tlieir cye-Iasltes and eye brows, and 
puncture the cliin from the lip to the middle of the lower lip; 
but this practice, which they think increases their beauty, 
rather disfigures them. 

Lepras) b( ing considered epidemical, those who are affected 
with it are obliged to wear a badge ol distinction wlicncver 
they leave their habitations, so that a straw hat, wjih a very 
wide hrim, lied on in a particular manner, is the signal lor per- 
sons not to approach the wearer; the lepers are seen in various 
parts of Barbary, sitting on the ground with a woudeu bowl be- 
fore them, begging; and in this way they collect sometimes a 
considerable sum (or sucti a country, they intermarry with 
each other ; and although the whole system is said to be conta- 
initiaied,yct they seldom discover dwy external marks ofdiscase, 
except those before-mentioned, and generally a paucity or total 
■want of eye-brows. On any change of weather, and particularly 

• Seepage 138. 
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if (he sky be overcast, and the air damp, they will he seen sitting 
round a fire, wanning ilieir hones, as ihey term it, for they ache 
all over till theweatlier resumes its wonted salubrity. 

Elephantiasis and Iltjdrocele. — Persons aflcctcd with the ele- 
phantiasis, dropsy, and hydiocele, are frequently met with^ 
particularly about Tangier, the water of which is said to occa- 
sion the latter; and those who are recently affected with it, 
affirm, that it leaves thetn on removing from the place.* During 
my slay once at Tangier, after travelling through the country, I 
observed one of my servants labouring under the disorder ; on 
speaking to him about it, and regretting that there was no phy- 
sician to afford him relief, he laughed, and made light of It, 
saying he hoped I would not stay long in Tangier, as it was oc- 
casioned by the water of the place, and would leave him as 
soon as we departed ; which was actually the case, for two days 
after our departure it had almost entirely subsided. The ele- 
phantiasis has been thouglit a species of leprosy, lor it desic- 
cates the epiilerniis of the legs, which swell and appear rugous. 

[El Murrar) Bile. — This is a very general disease, as well as 
all those which proceed from a too copious secretion of bile. 
The Jews, and the Mohammedans who are not scrupulous, use 
brandy made from raisins or tigs to remove the bilious sensa- 
tion, which operates as an anodyne. Senna, rhubarb, and sue* 
cotrine aloes, mixed with honey, are administered with tempo- 
rary success. 

{Bu Sajfra) Jaundice. — Men, as well as horses, having the 
jaundice, are punctured with a hot iron, through the skin, 

I * I mention this, from its being the popular, and generally received opinion of 

B the native! only ; the case of my servant would, indeed, seem to favour sucb an 

V opinion, but his cure was probablj owing to other cauiea. 

B CC 
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at the joints. I have aeen both cured in six or seven days by 
this operation. 

{Tunia) Tape-worm. — This is a disease to which the people 
are particularly subject ; they take large quantities of (El Asset 
ou Assheh) honey and worm-seed, which produces beneficial 
effects. The children are generally afflicted with this disease ; 
the eyes appear hollow, with a whiteness of the adjacent skin. 

[Ba f'Vasir), Hamonkoides. — This disease is verv genera!; 
refrigerants are applied for ils cure internally, and an unguent, 
composed of oil of almonds, and the juice of the opuntia, or 
prickly-pear tree. 

Hydrophobia is entirely unknown in West Barbary, which 
is the more extraordinary, as dogs abound every where, are 
frequently destitute of water, and suffer intolerably from heat 
and exposure to the sun. 

Hernia. — Cases of hernia are sometimes met with, though not 
so frequently as in Europe. 

They have no effectual remedy for any of the before men- 
tioned diseases; their whole materia medica consists, with 
little exception, of herbs and other vegetables, from their know- 
ledge of the medical virtues of which much might be learned 
by European physicians Bleeding is a general remedy for 
various complaints; the healthy let blood once a year. Scari- 
iication on the forehead, at the back of the head, below the 
root of the hair, on the loins, the breast, and the legs is gene- 
rally practised in cases of violent head-ache proceeding from an 
obstructed perspiration. 

The classification of remedies among the Arabs is remarkably 
simple, the two grand divisions are refrigerants and heating 
medicines: they quote some ancient Arabian, who says, 



Diseases. 195 

Shnib Dim Wine produces blood. 

El Ham el Ham Meat produces flesh. 

Khubs Adem Bread produces bone. 

U el bakee makan But all other things produce no good. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Some Observations on the Mohammedan Religion. 

1 SHiLL not attempt to give a philosophical dissertation on the 
tenets of the reh'gion of Mohammed, a subject that has been 
often ably discussed by various authors ; but a few desultory 
observations may, perhaps, be not improper in this place. 

Many writers have endeavoured to viUly the Mohammedan 
religion, by exposing the dark side of it, and their representa- 
tions have been transmitted to posterity by enthusiasts who, 
probabl)', have been anxious \,o acquire ecclesiastical fame; 
but we shall, on a minute examination of the doctrines con- 
tained in the Koran, find that it approaches nearer to the Chris- 
lian religion, in its moral precepts, than any other with which 
we are acquainted, hidced, were there as many absurdities 
in this religion as some persons have attributed to it, it is pro- 
bable that it would not have extended itself over so great a 
portion of the habitable globe ; for we find it embraced, with 
little exception, from the shores of West Barbary, to the most 
eastern part of Chinese Tartary, an extent of upwards of 8000 
miles; and from the Mediterranean to the Cape of Good 
Hope, with the exception of some nations of Pagans ; neither 
is there any language spoken and understood by so great a 
proportion of the population of the world as that in which 
it is promulgated. 

Koran, chap. vii. — "Forgive easily: command nothing but 
what is just : dispute not with the ignorant-*' 
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Koran, chap. xi. — O earili, swallow up iby waters : O heaven, 
" withhold thy rain; immediately the waters subsided, the ark 
" rested on Mount Al Judi, and these words were heard ; Wo 
" to the wicked nation !" 

Chap. xiii. — ** They who do good for evil shall obtain para- 
" disc for their reward." 

From these extracts wc see that the Mohammedans have some 
ol' the same moral precepts laid down for their guidance which 
arc inculcated by the Gospel of Christ. They believe in the 
flood ; they teach forgiveness of injuries, justice, and rendering 
good for evil. The nations which followed paganism were 
taught by Mohammed the unity of God. He exhorted them to 
believe with the heart, that there is only one God, omnipotent, 
omniscient, omnipresent, eternal, and that he is spiritual. That 
the angels are subtle, pure bodies, formed of light; neither 
eating, drinking, or sleeping; not of different sexes ; having no 
carnal desires, nor degrees of relationship, and are of" various 
forms. 

Mohammed maintained that Jesus Christ was a prophet, and 
that those who believed it not were infidels. He says, the sacred 
books are 104, of which the Almighty gave 
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and he asserts, lliat whoever rejects, or calls in question ihe di- 
vine inspiration of any of the Ibregoing books, is an infidel. He 
says also, tliat he who can lay his hand on his heart and say, 
" I (ear not the resurrection, nor atn I in any concern about 
" hell, and care not for heaven," is an incorrigible infidel. 

Religion and the State are considered as twins, inseparable ; 
if one die, the other cannot survive. 

The most refined and intelligent Mohammedans are not of 
opinion, that God is the author of all good and evil; but 
maintain that every man who follows the direct or good way, 
has llie protecting eye of God upon him, and that God is with 
liim; but that, if he withdraw his inUuence irom any one, 
then evil or misfortune ensues ; not actively from God, but 
passively from the withdrawing of that protecting influence; 
that this is an act of ilie Almighty, which cannot be easily 
comprehended by our weak reason : and that it is not wilted 
by him with approbadon, but necessarily. The Mohammedan 
thinks himself unworthy lo |>rostrate himself before God, until 
be be clean and undeEiled: this opinion makes ablutions so 
necessary; of which there are three kinds: the first is Et gasul 
(the g pronounced guttural), which is an immersion of the 
whole body, and is performed by the affluent, or those in easy 
circumstances ; the second is £1 woden, which is a washing of 
the hands, &ngers, and arms, up to the elbows, the feet, face, and 
head, the sexual pans, the mouth and nostrils, the toes, sepa- 
rately and singly; and this should be repeated three times: the 
third mode of purification is practised only in the Desert, where 
the difference i$ the substitution of sand ibr water, as the latter 
can seldom be procured there. 
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Charity is considered a cardinal virtue, and an indispensibic 
duty: those, however, who possess not five camels, or thirty 
sheep, and 200 pieces of silver, are not considered as obligated 
to give alms; for it is held, that the alms-j;iver should not 
injure himself. It is expected that a person of good property 
ouj^hl to give a niuzuna* in a milkal, which is equivalent to 6f/. 
in the pound, to the poor, out of his annual profits, which being 
calculated at the end of the s.icred month of Ramadan, the 
people have ten days to prepare their donations, wlicn the feast 
of I^ashora commences, and the poor go about to [he inhabitants 
to collect their respective donalloiis, which they call ([nlaa 
Allah) God's propel lij.-j- 

During the fast of the moon, or momh of Ramadan (which, 
from their years being lunar, hdppcns at various periods of the 
year), they are very rigorous ; it is necessary that tlie fast should 
be begun v.'ith an intention in the heart to please Gud ; during 
this month liiey do not eat, nor even smell food, drink, smoke, 
nor communicate with women, from tlie rising to the setting 
sun; but at night they eat plentifully. Even those who indulge 
in wine at oiher times, refrain from it in the sacred month of 
Ramadan. 

Mohammed declared that the Jews, Christians, and Pagans, 
cannot be saved, so long as they remain in infidelity and idola- 
try: of which last, the Mohammedans accuse the Roman 



* Foriy muzuna make one miikal. 

+ In the evening of ihe feast of L'ashora, ihey have a masijiierade, daring 
which ihe masquers proceed through the ditferenl streets, and go to the houses, to 
collect chanty : llieir masks ore macle in a rude way, but the charFLCLera are well 
represented throughout. Amongst them we generally 6nd an Engliih sailor, « 
Fi-ench soldier, a cooper, a lawyer, an apothecary, and a sheik or alkaid, who de- 
icmiinrs all diepules, aud whose decree is absolute. 
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Catholics, Mho worship a cross, or an image, carved by the 
Jiaods of man: as lo the English, they seLci not lo have deter- 
ntiiied what denoniinatioti lo give them; they are commonly 
called infidels, who never pray ; lliis opinion having obtained 
among them because Protestants have no public chapels in the 
Mohammedan towns in Africa, which the Catholics have, as 
already mentioned. They have it on record, that the sultan of 
the English (Richard Coeur de Linn) received fiom the Sultan 
Solhaden or Saladine, or from Mohammed himself, the letter 
admitting him and his followers as Mohammedans: but that 
the English king being engaged in various negociations whilst in 
Palestine, he did not give so much attention lo the letter as was 
expected, and that after returning to England, he still doubled 
wbclher he should embrace the Mohammedan doctrine, or re- 
main a Christian ! 

It is highly probable, in that age of fanaticism, when the holy 
wai's were undertaken, that the Sultan Saladine, apprehensive 
for the cause of Mohatnmedanisni, did make overtures to 
Richard; for It was the custom in the days of Mohammed, and 
afterwards in the days of those enthusiasts, to invite all powerful 
princes to embrace tlieir religion. 

The 2nd, 5 lb, and 9th chai>iersofthe Koran declare a believer 
to be one who embraces the Mohammedan faith [i. e. a belief in 
the divine inspiration of the Piophets, of Jesus, and of Mobara- 
rncd); this and Iblaeinlsin are synonymous terms. 

Koran, chap. v. — " If Jews and Christians believe, they shall 
be adiiiiited into paradise." 

1. Believe, implies a belief in one God, and of the day of 
judgment, tbe two grand pillars of Islaemisra. 

3,, Believe in Isiaemism.; this admits of various interpreta- 
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tious : Islaeio is perroiraiug obedience aud prostration before 
God ! in aiiolher iuterpietation it irnpHcs Mohammedanisni, or 
abelielin tlie cliviue mission ofMoliamnied. 

'I'iie geuerality of religions, which have made any progress in 
the world, make it iadiipeusahle to believe in its own tenets: 
Mohauaintd, aUUoii2,h lie naturally gives the preference to the 
religion of his own forming, yet he has the liberality to acknow- 
ledge, that those wbo- have professed other religions may he 
saved, after suffering a degree of chastisement or damage in tLe 
life to come, as it is termed by him, 

" Whoever shall have professed any religion except Islaem- 
ism, his belief shall not be acceptable lo God, and he shall re- 
ceive damage in the life to eome, or be not so well received, as if 
he lud prolcssed Islaemism, or the law of peace and obedience." 

Akhougli the Prophet reprobated tlie Jews as well as tbc 
Chiistians, whom he accused of perverting the Scriptures, yet 
he took care to k^rep up ihe latitudinarian principle of his own 
law, called Denc-el-Wasah (the extended doctrine) by believing 
the divine inspiration o( both the Old and New I esCament, thus 
giving an opportunity to the expounders of the law, to regu- 
late themselves according to cirt-uiii*tances. 

The MohanuTicdans, when disputing with Christians, which 
they raiely do, say, that Christians believe faith will save the 
soul : they also bL-licvc so; and that if their religion is the true 
one, they will go to Paradise ; they tell us, if your's be the true 
one, we both shall go there, because we believe in the divinity 
of Christ, but you do not beli;:ve in that of Mohammed, there- 
fore, if faith save the soul, we have the advantage of you in 
being, in any case, on the safe side.* 
• Tills IS similur lo the Catliolic lady, who, worshippltig the picLuie of Satan 
D D 
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The Mooselmin's ideas of the Creator are grand and elevated. 
Whatever is, exists either necessarily and of itself, and is Cod, 
or has not its being from itself, and does not exist necessarily, 
and is of two sorts : substance and accidents : substances are of 
two kinds, abstract and concrete; abstract substances are, all 
spirits and intellectual beings : concrete being the matter and 
form. 

Whenever God is spoken of by the Mohammedans, as having 
form, eyes, kc. it is meant, allegorically, to convey the idea of 
some particular attribute. 

They deny that Christ was crucified. 

Finally, the Mohammedan religion recommends toleration; 
and all liberal Mohammedans insist that every man ought to 
worship God according to the law of his forefathers. " If it 
pleased God," say they, "all men would believe; why then 
should a worm, a wretched mortal, be so foolish as to pretend 
to force other men to believe_? The soul believes only by the 
will of God : these are the true principles of Mohammedans." 

Ii must, however, be observed, that the principles here laid 
down are not always the rule of action, any more than the 
sublime truths inculcated by the Christian religion are alio- 
gelher acted upon by its professors. 

Both religions acknowledge the greatness ofGod, and yet bigotry 
is so prevalent at Old Fas, that if a Christian were there to exclaim 
AUdh k'beer, God is great, he would be invited immediately to 
add to it, and Mohammed is his prophet, which, if he were in- 
advertently to utter before witnesses, he would be compelled to 
become a Mohammedan, and would be circumcised accordingly : 

alternntely wilb that of the Virgin, declared that het object was to secure a Triead 
on boih»ides. 
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so that Europeans should be extremely cautious, when unpro- 
tected, or not in the suite of an ambassador, what words ihey 
ever lepeat after a Mohammedan, even if ignorant of the mean- 
ing thereof. I do not apprehend, however, iliat it is necessary 
to observe this caution in any part of the empire except at Old 
Fas, where bigotry, as before observed, predominates. 

Martin Martinius, the Jesuit, and Abraham Ecchellensis, pro- 
fessor of Oriental languages at Rome in the I7lh century, tax 
the Koran with assertin^^,. that God himself prays for Moham- 
med ; this absurdity has probably originated in an incorrect 
translation of the Koran, published about 270 years since, which 
translates, " may the blessing of God be upon thee, may the 
prayers of God be upon thee:" the same Arabic word (SoUah) 
which signifies peace or blessing, when applied to a man, signi- 
fies pra)'er, Sollah Allah ala Seedna Mohammed, signifies, 
" pray to God through our master Mohammed," not, " the 
prayers of God are upon Mohammed." 

It has been said by Maccarius, in his Theolog. Polemic, p, 1 1 9, 
that Mohammed does not acknowledge any hell. Why then 
does he explain the seven gales of hell, mentioned in ihe Koran, 
chap. XV- ? which are an emblem of the seven deadly sins, and 
of their various punishments ; for, according to the Arabian 
prophet, hell has seven gates, allegaricaily, and heaven has 
seven heavens, or degrees of happiness ; the highest and chiefest 
ofwhich, accoiding to the MohammedanSj is to see God. The 
(Gehennume) hell of Mohammed is not an eternal punishment. 

Monsieur de St. Olon, ambassador from the King of France at 
Marocco, says, in his description of the kingdom of Marocco, 
chap. ii. — The Mohammedans maintain, that by washing their 
head, hands, and feet, they are purified from all sin:" but this 
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is an error, and I may presume, from the nature of the asser- 
tion, that the Ambassador, like many others, who are sent to 
Moliammedan countries, knew nothing of the Arabic language, 
and that he was obliged to negociate through some Jewish inter- 
preter. The washing is merely a necessary ceremony, and is 
similar to our custom of going washed and clean to church; it 
n a purifying of the shell, or the outward man, prayers area 
j.iinfying of the kernel or inward man; as by purifying the 
kernel, the amendment of the heart is implied. 

With regard to spirits or devils (called Jin, Sing, and Jinunc 
(pK); Sale translates Genii, which is the word Jin, with the 
vowel point thus, ^^^ jinee), Philip Guadagnolo,* in his 
apolooy for the Christian religion, p. 291, asserts, that the 
Koran is full of contradictions, from what it says about devils 
in the chapter called the chapter of Devils \ but this is really 
the chapter of spirits (Genii, spirits), for of these Mohammedans 
admit three kinds, besides the departed souls of men, called 
Ri>h fienadam, viz. 

1. Lucifer, the chief of the devils, is called Shetan. 

2. All rebellious or deformed spirits belonging to Shctan are 
called Iblis. 

The Sd kind are called Genii, in Arabic Jinuue; they are 
both good and bad, offensive and inoffensive, and assume various 
forms. The good are caUed Melik. 

Of sins, the Mooselmin affirm envy to have been the first 
committed in heaven and on earth ; they say Iblis envied 
Adam ; when God ordered all Angels to honour him, he tacitly 
condemned God ; and expostulated with him on ordering him, 
who was made of fire, to adore or honour the first man, who 

* lie translated the Bible into Arabic in 1671. 
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was made from earth. ' Now,' said the wretch Iblis, ' it is not 
just that tiie superior being should honour the inferior;' and 
he was cast down from heaven for his disobedience : thus envy 
was the first sin id heaven. 

Kabel and Habel (the Arabic names of Cain and Abel) 
offered sacrifice to God; the offeiings of Habcl met with a 
more favourable reception; Kabel envied him and killed 
him; so envy first occasioned infidelity in heaven, and murder 
on earth. 

The heighth of the celestial happiness is to see God; all 
those elegant descriptions of beautiful virgins, rivers flowing 
with honey, gardens of tielicious fruils, kc. which are said by 
some to compose the hajipiness of the Mohammedan paradise, 
are allegorical descriptions. 

Chap. xl. — " Whoever sliall believe and do good works, 
" whether man or woman, shall enter paradise." 

Thus we see that the iale of the Mohammedan wortien is not 
altogether so dejilorabie as some Christians have made it. 

Peter Cevaller, in his Zelus Chi is U contra Saracenos, p. 137, 
speaking of Mohammed, says — " fhis madman places Haman 
" in the lime of Pharoah, which is such a proof of his igno- 
" ranee, as ought to put him and all his beastly followers to an 
" eternal silence." 

Peter Cevaller, it appears, was not apprised that Pharaoh 
was a general name for all the kings of the Pharoah dynasty, 
which continued to reign in Egypt many centuries. The 
Mohammedans, moreover, have many traditions about a man 
of the name of Haman, who was a general of one of the 
Pharaohs. 

Bartholomew of Edessa, in p. 412 of the Farta Sacra, pub- 
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lishcd by Stephen le Moine, reproaches Mohammed wiih 
saying, that the blessed Virgin became pregnant by eating 
dales; 

Koran, chap. xix. — " Remember what is written of Mary. 
We sent to her our spirit, (or angel.) In the shape of a man; 
she was frightened, but the angel said to her, O Mary ! I am 
the messenger of your Lord, and your God, wlio will give you 
an active and prudent son. She answered, How shall 1 have a 
son without knowing any man ? The angel replied, God has 
said it, the thing shall happen; it is easy to your Lord, and 
your son himselfshall be a proofof the almighty power ofGod. 
Then she conceived, and retired for some time inio a solitary 
place, near a date-tree, and her labour-pains begau forthwith; 
but the angel said. Do not afflict ihyseif; shake the datc-irec, 
and gather the dates; eat them, drink water, and wash your 
eyes." Now this passage, which is the one alluded to, does not 
say that the pregnancy proceeded from the eating of the dates, 
although the dates eased the pains of pregnancy. Hence, 
probably, that superstitious African tradition, that when the 
Virgin Mary was in pain, she exclaimed, O that 1 had some 
dates! and immediately the exclamation, or letter O, was 
marked on (he stone of the fruit.* 

DogdiTid hog are synonymous termsof contempt ordegradalion 
among the Mohammedans ; they are the two unclean animals; 
and if either of them drink out of a cup, it must be washed. 
They will not sit down where a dog has been, nor will they wear 
the skin of the animal, even if made into leather. Some men 
of rank, however, keep greyhounds, and other dogs for hunting ; 
but seldom let them go into those apartments of their houses, 
* All dale-stones have a circuliir mark on tliem, like llie letter O. 
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where the women are, for they say, no angel or benediction 
comes to any place where a dog is. 

In the xivlh chap, of the Koran Mohammed makes Abraham 
beg of God to protect Mecca, and to make it a place of peace or 
safety (aman tyU.*l\ in tlie original) to all the world. The 
learned Robert of Retz, who translated the Koran in the 1 6th 
century, has rendered this word, Aman or Hammon.and hence 
the prophet has absolutely been accused of placing Mecca 
in the country of the Hammonites, and consequently abused 
for his geographical ignorance, as if any man of common under- 
standing could so far misiake the place of his birth, a place he 
had lived in so long, had concjuered, and from whence he had 
made so many eruptions against his neighbours. The word 
Aman in the original is a consecrated place, or place of faith, oj 
safety, of refuge, ef protection. Birds, fish, or animals, are not al- 
lowed tube killed In such places, neither is blood to be spilt 
therein. 

Mohammed has also been accused of contradicting himself, 
in saying, sometimes, that he could read, and at others, that he 
could not; and the following passage of ihe Koran (ch. xlvii.) 
is thence produced as evidence that he could read ; God is in- 
troduced as saying to Mohammed— " God knows what you do, 
" and what you read."* But the whole is a mistake, both of 
(he version and of the annotator, for in the original Arabic, 
God does not speak to Mohammed, but the latter speaks to other 
men, and says, " God knows what ye do, and what ye meditate," 
(not read). 

With regard to marriage, the Koran (chap, iv.) allows four 
wives: " Receive in marriage such women as you like, two, 

• Kobert dc Retz's trauilation. 



^08 Of the Mohammfdm fielif^km* 

thre?, or four wives, at the most. If you think yaa cannoi 
maintain them equally, marry only one," (This sii^ect has 
been elucidated in a preceding ch<(pter, it is therefore uone- 
cessary to say any thing further upon it here). 

It has been said by Eutliymius Zygabenus, and vi anony- 
mous ai\thor, who wrote Mohammed's life, in Sylburgh*s .Sa- 
racm. p. 60, th<it Mohammed, in his Koran, placed Moses amongst 
the damned ; but whoever has the least knowledge of Arabic, 
must know, by consulting the Koran, that Moses is every where 
mentioned with great respect, and the Mohammedans call him 
Seedna, i. e. our Lord or Master. 

From the foregoing observations, it will be percqived that 
the principles of the Moliammedan religion are neither so per- 
nicious nor so absurd as many have imagined. They have 
sometimes been vilified from error, or for the purpose of ex- 
alting the Christian doctrine; but that doctrine is too pure and 
celestial to need any such aids. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Languages of Africa — Various Dialects of the Arabic Language 
— Difference between the Berebber and Shelluh Languages, — 
Specimen of the Mandinga — Comparison of the Shelluh Lan- 
guage with that of the Canary Islands^ and Similitude of 
Customs. 

Yareb, the son of Kohtan,* is said to have been the first 
who spoke Arabic, and the Mohammedans contend that it i 
the most eloquent language spoken in any part of the globe, 
and that it is the one which will be used at the day of judg- 
ment. To write a long dissertation on this copious and ener- 
getic language, would be only to repeat what many learned 
men have said before ; a few observations, however, may not 
be superfluous to the generality of readers. The Arabic lan- 
guage is spoken by a greater proportion of the inhabitants of 
the known world than any other : a person having a practical 
knowledge of it, nfiay travel from the shores of the Mediterra- 
nean sea to the Gape of Good Hope, and notwithstanding that 
in such a journey he must pass through many kingdoms and 
empires of blacks, speaking distinct languages, yet he would 
find men in all those countries versed in Mohammedan learn- 
ing, and tlicrefore acquainted with the Arabic ; again, he might 

* This Kohtan is the Yoctan^ son of Eber^ brother to Phaleg, mentioned in 
Genesis. Chapter 10, verse 25* 
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cross the widest part oF the African continent from west to 
east, and would every where meet with persons acquainted 
with it, more particularly if he should follow the course of the 
great river called the Nile of the Negroes, on the banks of 
which, from Jinnie and Tiinbuctoo, to the confines of Lower 
Egypt, are iimumerable cities and towns of Arabs and Moors, 
all speaking the Arabic. Again, were a traveller to proceed 
from Marocco to the farthest shore of Asia, opposite the islands 
of Japan, he would find the Arabic generally spoken or under- 
stood wherever he came. In Turkey, in Syria, in Arabia, in 
Persia, and in India, it is undentood by all men of education; 
and any one possessing a knowledge of the Koraiinick Arabic, 
miglit, in a very short time, make himself master of the Hin- 
dostannee, and of every other dialect of the former. 

The letters of this languai^e are formed in four distinct ways, 
according to their situation at the beginning, middle, or end of 
words, as well as when standing alone; the greatest difHcuIly, 
however, to be overcome, is the acquiring a just pronunciation, 
(without which no living Kuiguage can be essentially useful), 
and to attain which, the learner should be able to express the 
difference of power and sound between what may be deno- 
minated the synonymous letters, such as ^ and i.l> with O; 
p with \ \ (jo with (^ ; ^jo and ii with i ; n with ^ ; tJ and 
£s with ^ ; p withj . 

Besides these, there are other letters, whose power is ex- 
tremely ddficiilt to be acquired by an European, because no 
language in Europe possesses sounds siinilar lo the Arabic 
letters P p r- , nor has any lan;^u.ige, except, perhaps, the 
English, a letter with the power of the Arabian iIj, Those who 
travel into Asia or Africa scarcely ever become suHicieutly 
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masters of the Arabic lo speak it (luently, which radical defect 
proceeds altogether froiii their not learning, while studying it, 
the peculiar distinction of the synonymous letters. No Earo- 
pean, perhaps, ever knew more of (be theory of this language 
than the late Sir William Jones, but siill he could not converse 
with an Arabian, a circumstance of which he was not conscious 
until he went to India. This great man, however, had he beeu 
told that his knowledge of this popular eastern language was so 
far dellcient, that he was ignorant of the separate powers of its 
synonymous letters, and consequently inadequate to converse 
intelligibly with a native Arab, he would certainly have consi- 
dered it an aspersion, and have disputed altogether that such 
was the fact. Considering how much we arc indebted to the 
Arabians for the preservation of many of the works of the 
ancients, which would otherwise have never, perhaps, been 
known to us, it is really surprising that their language should 
be so lillle knoM-n in Europe. It is certainly very difficult and 
abstruse (to learners particularly), but this difficulty is rendered 
insurmountable by the European professors knowing it only as 
a dead language, and teacliing it without due attention to tlie 
pronunciation of the before mentioned synonymous letters, a 
defect which is not likely to be remedied, and which will 
always subject the speaker to incessant errors. 

To shew the Arabic student the difference between tire Ori- 
ental and Occidental order of the letters of the alpliabet, I shall 
here give them opposite each other. 
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)rieats 


tl Order of the Alphabet. 


Occidental Order of the Alphabet 


1 


Alif 


\ 


— - 1 


Alif 


\ 


2 


ba 


* 


— 2 


ba 


• 


$ 


ta 


O 


— 3 


ta 


i ** % 


4 


thsa 


^A ^ 


— 4 


tha 


il> 


5 
6 
7 


jim 
hha 
kha 


z 

• 


— 5 

— 6 
-— 7 


jim 

hha 

kha 


Z. 

z. 

• 

r 


8 


dal 


5 


— 8 


dal 


3 


9 


dsal 


• 


— 9 


dth'al 


• 

3 


W 


ra 


J 


— 10 


ra 


J 


11 


za 


• 


— 11 


zain 


• 

J 


12 


sin 


u- 


— 12 


la 


\, 


13 


shin 


u& 


— 13 


da 


)o 


14 


sad 


Lfi 


— 14 


kef 


^ 


15 


dad 


4> 


— 15 


laui 


J 


16 


ta 


L. 


— 16 


mim 


r 


17 


da 


1. 


— 17 


nune 


18 


ain 


t 


— 18 


sad 


UP 


19 


gain 


t 


— 19 


dad 


(J> 


20 


fa 


C.9 


— 20 


ain 


L 


21 


kaf 




— 21 


r'gain 


• 


22 


kef 


ti^" 


— 22 


fa 




23 


lem 


J 


— 23 


kaf 


• 


24 


mim 


j* 


— 24 


sin 


(jm 


25 


nun 


1 


— 25 


shin 


lA 


26 


waw 


J 


— 26 


hha 


» 


27 


he 


5 


— 27 


wow 


J 


28 


ya 


•• 


— 28 


ia 


(J 


29 


lam-alif 


n 


— 29 


lam-alif 


^, or 
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Besides this difference of the arrangement of the two alphabets, 
the student will observe that there is also a difference in the 
punctuation of two of the letters : thus — 

Oriental. Occidental. 



fa c^ fa 

kaf J kaf 

Among the Western Arabs, the ancient Arabic figures arc 

used, viz.O, 1,2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9: they often write 100 thus, 

K.-200, 2.. 

To explain the force of the synonymous letters on paper 
would be impossible; the reader, however, may form some 
idea of the indispensable necessity of knowing the distinction 
by the few words here selected, which to one unaccustomed to 
hear the Arabic language spoken, would appear similar and 
undistinguishable. 

ENGLISH. 



A horse 
Wood 
To repeat 
Fish 

A gun 

A foolish woman 

A frying-pan 

A lion 
Morning 

Seventh 



ARABIC. 


ARABIC. 


Rendered u near to European pro- 
nunciation ai the Engliah Al- 
phabet will admit. 


^ 


Aoud 


.^>* 


Awad 




Aoud 




Hout 




Mokhalla 


J^\ 


Mokeela 


'*\X* 


Makeela 


^ 



Sebah 
Sebah 

Sebah 






\ 



^■^\ 
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ENOUSH. 




ARABIC. 




ARABIC 




Rendered ti near to European pro- 








iMnciation m the Eaglm Al 


m 








phabet wiH admit* 




** " 


Hatred 




Hassed 


• 


M 


Harvest 




Hassed 






Learning 


} 


Alem, or El " 
Alem 


jDU3l or ^U 

• 


A flag 




£1 Alem 




^^^^ 


Granulated 


1 


Kuscasoe 


• 




paste 






The dish it 
made in 


is' 

* 

1 


Kuscas 

• 


* 

m 


(^jtyssuj£s> 


Heart 




Kul'b 




Cii 


Dog 




Kil'b 




• 


Mould 




Kal'b 




• 


Captain 




Rice 




(j«(9' 


Feathers 


« 


Rish 




uA»> 


Mud 




Ris 




u^\ 


Smell 




Shim 






Poison 




Sim 




Aiwcnt 




R'gaib 




Cr4i^ 


Sttttcr milk 




Raib 




LSX\ 



* Tbe African Jews find it very difficult in speaking, to distinguish between 
thim and 5tm, for tliej cannot pronounce the sh, (^) but sound it like $ (^jm)\ the 
very fewwho have studied the art of readuig the language^ have, howewr^ con- 
quered ibis difficulty. 
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ENGLISH 


ARABIC. 

Rendered as near to European pro- 
ouociatioo as the £nglUh Al- 
phabet will admit. 


AltAJiiU. 


White 
A black 

Eggs 


Bead 
El Abd 
Baid 




Afar-ott' 


Baid 


•• • 


A pig 


1 

Helloof 




An oath 


Hellef 




Feed for horses 


Alf 


^^\ 


A thousand 


Alf 


Lj»X\ 



It is difficult for any one who has not accurately studied 
the Arabic language, to imagine the many errors which an 
European commits in speaking it, when self taught, or even 
when taught in Europe. Soon after my arrival in Africa, when 
I had not attained the age of eighteen, I happened one day to 
be in the house of an European gentleman who had then been 
in the country twenty years ; an Arab gf the province of Tedia 
came in, when the former (at all times desirous of exhibiting 
his knowledge of their language) addressed him, and after 
making a long speech, the Arab very coolly replied, " I entreat 
thee to speak Arabic, that I may understand thee [Ikillem Eaudie 
b'lorbeabesh en fhemik).'' This was interpreted to me by a 
friend, who was present, and it made such a strong impression 
on my mind, that I resolved to apply myself assiduously to dis- 
cover the reason why a person who spoke the language tole- 
rably quick, should be altogether so tittle understood, and I was 
some time afterwards, by making various observations and 
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trials, convinced that the deficiency originated io the inaccuracy 
of the appHcation of the synonymous letters. 

The ain p and the p r'gain cannot be accurately pronounced 
by Europeans, who have not studied the language granimati- 
cally when young, and undera native ; I have, huwever, heard 
an Irishman,* wlio did not understand it grammatically, but 
had acquired it by ear, pronounce the latter equally as correct 
as any Arabian ; but this was a rare instance. He was in 
England whilst Elfie Bey was here, who, as I was afterwards in- 
formed, had declared, that he was the only European whose 
Arabic he could easily understand. The aspirated k, and the 
hard i, in the word for morning (sebab), are so mucli like their 
synonymes, that few Europeans can discern the difference ; the 
one is consequently often mistaken for the other; and I have 
known a beautiful sentence absolutely perverted through an 
inaccuracy of this kind. In the words rendered Haired and 
Harvest, the two synonymes of (j« and ^_^, or s hard and s 
soft, are indiscriminately used by Europeans in their Arabic 
convcrjaf/oHj, a circumstance sufficient to do away the force and 
meaning of any sentence or discourse. 

The poetry as well as prose of the Arabians is well known, 
and has been so often discussed by learned men, that ii would 
be irrelevant here to expatiate on the subject ; but as iho fol- 
lowing description of the noblest passion of the human breast 
cannot but be interesting to the generality of readers, and with- 
out any exception to the fair sex, I will transcribe it. 

*' Love (C.djt)\) beginneth in contemplation, passeth to me- 
ditation ; hence proceeds desire; then the spark bursts forth 
• Mr. HughCahill. 
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into a flame, the head swims, the body wastes, and the soul 
turns giddy. If we look on the bright side oi" love, we must 
acknowledge that it has at least one advantage; it annihilates 
pride and immoderate self-love: true love, whose aim is the 
happiness and equality of" the beloved object, being incompa- 
tible with those feelings. 

" Lust is so different from true love (C>— *M], and so far 
from a perfection, tiiat it is always a species of punishment 
sent by God, because man has abandoned the path of his pure 
love." 

In their epistolary wriiing, the Arabs have generally a regu- 
lar and particular style, beginning and ending all their letters 
with the name of God, symbolically, because God is the begin- 
ning and end of all things. The rollowing short specimen will 
illustrate this: 

Translation of a letter written in the Korannick Arabic by Seedy 
Soliman ben Mohammed ben Ismael, Sultan of Marocco, to his 
Bashaw- ■ orSuse, fcc. fcc. 

" Praise be to the only God I for there is neither power, nor 
strength, without the great and eternal God." 
[L. S. containing the Emperor's name and titles, as Soliman 
ben Mohammed ben Abdallah, &c. &c.] 

" Our servant, Alkaid Abdelmelk ben Behie Mulud, God 
assist, and peace be with thee, and the mercy and grace of God 
be upon thee I 

" W'q command thee forthwith to procure and send to our 
exalted presence every Englishman that has been wrecked on 
the coast of Wedinoon, and to forward them hither without 
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delay, and diligently to succour and attend to them, and may 
the eye of God be upon thee I" 

26th of the lunar month Saffer, year of the Hejira rssi. 
(May 1806.)* 

The accuracy of punctuation in the Arabic language is a 
matter that ought to be strictly attended to ; thus they maii>' 
tain writing to be tlie fiist qualification of a scholar, and that, 
frum a want of a due knowledge of punctuation, the Chriittiaiis 
have misunderstood the word of God, which says, " I have 
begotten thee, and ihou art my sou." This passage, they say, 
first stood as Ibllows, [which if the Scriptures had been origi* 
nally written in Arabic would have had some plaiisibiiity.) 

" I have adopted thee, and thou art my prophet." The dif- 
ference of punctuation in one word makes all this difference in 
signification, fur — 

(jj punctuated thus »jJ signifies son, and 
(^ punctu:ited thus, l-^ s\gui^GS prophet. 

It has been already observed, that the Mohammedans beHeve in 
Jesus Christ, and that he was a prophet sent from God; but 
they acknowledge no equal with God. The doctrine of the 
Trinity is incorapiehcnsible to them, hence they will not admit 
of the punctuation (^ but allow dial of(_-o. 

The foregoing observations will serve to prove the insuffi- 
ciency of a knowledge of this language, as professed or studied 
in Great Britain when unaccompanied with a practical know- 

* When ihey write to any olher but Moh«mmed;iD9, Ihey never salute them 
with Ihe words " Peace be with thee," but subslitule — " Pence be to those who 
fulIoK tbe pBlb of the true God," f-alew aia oiin itaba el Uda. 
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ledge. These observations may apply equally to the Persian 
language.* 

If the present ardour for discovery in Africa be persevered 
in, the learned world may expect-, in the course of a few years, 
to receive histories and other works of Greek and Roman 
authors, which were iranslaied into the Arabic Ianguaj;e, when 
Arabian literature was in its zenith, and liave ever since been 
confined to some private libraries in the cities uf tlic interior of 
Africa, and in Arabia. Bonaparte, aware of (he political im- 
portance of a practical knowledge of this language, has of late 
given unremitting attention to the subject, and if we may be- 
lieve the mutilated accounts which we receive occasionally 
from France, he is likely to obtain from Africa in a short period 
relics of ancient learning of considerable value, which have 
escaped the wreck of nations. 

Having said thus much with regard to the Arabic of the wes- 
tern Arabs, which, with little variation, is spoken throughout 
all the finest districts of North Africa, I shall proceed to say a 
few words respecting the other languages spoken north of 
Sahara : these are the Berebber and its dialects, viz. the Zayan 
and Girwan, and Ait Imure; the Shelluh of Suse and South 



• " One of the objecls I liad in view in coming In Europe was lo instruct 
young EitglislimeD in the Persian language. I iiuwe^er met with so little 
encouragement from pereons in uuthoriiy, that 1 entirely relinquislied the 
plan. I in3lru[:tei] however (as I could not refuse the recommendations that were 

brought lo me) an aniiiible young man, Mr. S n, and thanks be lo God; my 

efforts were crowned with success! and that he, having escaped tlie instructions of 
sr/f-laughl mailers, has acquired such a knowledge of the principles of that lan- 
guage, and so correct an idea of its idiom and pronunciation, that 1 have no doubt 
after a few years residence in India he will attain to such u degree of excellence, 
as has not yet been acquired by any oiher Lnglishman." Vide Travels of Mirza 
Abu Taleb Khan, vol. i. p. 200. 
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Atlas, all which, though latterly supposed by some learned 
men to be the same, differ in many respects ; any one. possessing 
a knowledge of the Berebber language might, with little diffi- 
culty, make himself understood by the Zayan of Atlas, the 
Girwan, or the Ait Imure ; but the Shelluh is a different lan- 
guage, and each so different from ihe Arabic, that there is not 
the smallest resemblance, as the following specimen will de- 
monstrate : 



BEREBBER. 


SHELLUH . 


ARABIC. 


ENGLISH. 


Tumtoot 


Tayelt 


Ishira 


A girl 


Ajurode 


Ayel 


Ishire 


A boy 


Askan 


Tarousa 


Hajar 


A thing . 


Aram 


Algrom 


Jimmei 


Gamel 


Tamtute 


Tamraut 


Murrah 


A woman 


Ishiar 


Isseuig h 


Uabd 


A slave 


Aouli 


Izimer 


Kibsh 


A sheep 


Taddert 


Tikimie 


Dar 


House 


Ikshuden 


Asroen 


Lawad 


Wood 


Eekeel 


Akfai 


Hellib 


Milk 


Tifihie 


Uksume 


ElHam 


Meat 


Buelkiel ^ 


Amuran 


Helloof 


A hog 


Abreede 


Agares 


Trek 


A road 


Bisbee 


Fikihie 


Ara 


Give me 


Adude 


Asbt 


Agi 


Gome 


Alkam 


Aftooh 


Cire 


Go 


Kaym 


Gauze 


Jils 


Sit down 


Imile 


Imeek 


Serire 


Little 
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SPECIMEN OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ABABIC AND 3HELLUH 

LANGUAGES. 



SHELLUH. 

Is sin Tamazirkt 
Urce sin 



ARABIC ENGLISH. 

Wash katarf Shelluh Do you understand 

Shelluh? 

Man arf huh I do not understand 

it 



Malshrult 


Kifenta 


How are you ? 


Is tekeete Marokshc 


5 Wash gite min 


Are you come from 




Marockshe 


Marocco ? 


Egan ras 


Mi Hah 


Good 


Maigan 


Ala'sh 


Wherefore ? 


Misimmink 


Asmek 


What is your name ? 


Mensh kat dirk 


Shall andik 


How much have you 
got? 


Tasardunt 


Borella 


A mule 


Romi 


Romi 


An European 


Takannarit 


Nasarani 


A Christian 


Romi 


Kaffer 


An infidel 


Misem Bebans 


Ashkune mula 


Who is the owner ? 


Is'tkit Tegriwelt 


Washjite min Te- 


Are you come from 




griwelt 


Gape Ossem ? 


Auweete Imkelli 


Jib Liftor 


Bring the dinner 


Efoulkie 


Meziana 


Handsome 


Ayeese 


El aoud 


A horse 


Tikellinc 


£1 Raid 


Eggs 


Amu ran 


Helloof 


Hog 


Ta)njh 


Tatta 


Gamelion 

• 


Tasauiumiat 


Adda 


Green lizard 



ssta 
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Tandaraman Ertella b'hairie Venemous spider 

Tenawine Sfune Ships 

Marmol says, the Shciluhs and Berebbers write and speak 
one language, called Killera Abimalick,* the name of the per- 
son who was accounted the inventor of Arabic letters ; but the 
foregoing specimen, the accuracy of which maybe depended 
on, clearly proves this assertion to be erroneous, as well as that 
of many moderns who have formed their opinion, in all proba- 
bility, on the above authority. Now, although tlie Shclluh 
and Berebber languages are so totally dissimilar, that there is 
not tjne word in the foregoing vocabulary which resembles its 
corresponding word in the other language, yet, from the preju- 
dicewhich Marmol has established, it will still be difficuk, per- 
haps, to persuade the learned that such an authorcould be mis- 
taken on such a subject. My account therelbte must remain 
for a future age to determine upon, when the languages of 
Africa shall be better known than they are at present ; for it 
is not a fciv travellers occasionally sent out on a limited plan 
that can ascertain facts, the attainmentof which requires a long 
residence, and familiar intercourse with the natives. Marmol 
has also misled the world in saying that ihey write a different 
language; the fact is, that when they write any thing of con- 
sequence, it is in the Arabic, but any trifling subject is written 
in the Berebber words, though in the Arabic character. If they 
had any peculiar character in the lime of Marmol, they have 
none now ; lor I have conversed with hundreds of them, as 
well as with the Shelluhs, and have had ihem staying at my 

* Killem Abimalick sigtiifies the Language of Abimalick. 
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house for a considerable time together, but never could learn 
from any that a character different from the Arabic had ever 
been in use among them. 

In addition to these languages, there is another spoken at 
the Oasis of Ammon, or Sinrah, called in Arabic {(^J^\ 'A^^) 
El Wah El Garbie, which appears to be a mixture of Berebber 
and Shelluh, as will appear from the list of Siwahan words 
given by Mr. Horneman,* in his Journal, page 19, part of 
which I have here transcribed, to shew the similitude between 
those two languages, whtSreby it will appear that the language 
of Siwah and that of the Sbelluhs of South Atlas are one and 
the same language. 



ENGLISH. 


SIWAHAN, 


SHELLUH, 


Sun 




at given by Mr, 

Itfuckt 


Horncnan, p. 


19. 

Atfuct 


Head 




Achf6 




Akfie 


Camel 




Lgum 


• 


Arume 


Sheep 




Jelibb 




Jelibb 


Cow 




Tfunest 


- 


Tafunest 


Mountain 




Iddram 




Iddra-f 


Have you a 


horse ? 


Goreck Ackmar 


Is derk Achmar?;j; 


Milk 




Achi 




Akfie 


Bread 




Tagor 




Tagora§ 


Dates 




Tena 


- 


Tenie (sing.) 
Tena (plural.) 



* In reading Mr. VVilliaoi MarsdeD*8 observations on the language of Siwah^ 
at the end of Horneman's Journal^ in page I90, 1 perceive that the short vocabu- 
lary inserted corresponds with a vocabulary of the Shelluh language, which I pre- 
sented to that gentleman some years past. 

+ Plural Iddram. % Or, Is derk ayeese ? 

§ This is applied to bread when baked in a pan, or over the embers of charcoal^ 
or other fire ; but when baked in an oven it is called Agarom (g guttural.) 
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South of the Desert we find other languages spoken by the 
blacks ; and are told by Arabs who have frequently performed 
the journey from Jinnie to Cairo, and the Red Sea, that thirty- 
three different Negroe languages are met with in the course of' 
that route, but that the Arabic is s|X)ken by the intelligent part 
of the people, and the Mohammedan religion is known and fol- 
lowed by many ; their writings are uniformly in Arabic. 

It may not be improper in this place, seeing the many errors 
and mutilated translations which appear from time to time of 
Arabic, Turkish, and Persian papers, to give a list of the Mo- 
hammedan moons or lunar months, used by all those nations, 
which begin with ihe first appearance of the new moon, that is, 
the day following, or sometimes two days after the change, and 
continue till they see the next new moon ; these have been 
mutilated to such a degree in all our English translations, that I 
shall give them, in the original Arabic character, and as they 
ought to be spelt and pronounced in the English character, as a 
clue whereby to calculate the correspondence between our year 
and theirs. They divide the year into 12 months, which contain 
29 or SO days, according as tbey see the new moon ; the first 
day of the month Muharam is termed ^U)\ (^j Ras Elame, 
i. e. the beginning of the year. 

As we are more used to the Asiatic mode of punctuation, 
that will be observed in these words. 
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Muharam j»;W^ Jumad Elule ^j\ ^U^ 

Asafiec Jiut\ Jumad Athenie vJ\lJ\3U^ 



Arabia Elule i^j\^\j\ Rajcb 4^ 

Arabea Atlhenie t^^Vj5jU)\ Shaban ^yV* 
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Ramadan ^\a^\j Du'elkada iuxx£r:OS 

Shual J\^ Du Elhagah skUS 

The first of Muharram, year of the Hejira 1221, answers to 
the 19th March of the Christian aera, 1806. 

Among the various languages spoken south of the Desert, or 
Sahara, we have already observed that there are thirty-three 
different ones between the Western Ocean and the Red Sea, 
following the shores of the Nile El Abide, or Niger : among all 
these nations and empires, a man practically acquainted with 
the Arabic may always make himself understood, and indeed 
it is the language most requisite to be known for every traveller 
in these extensive regions. 

The Mandinga is spoken from the banks of the Senegal, 
where that river takes a northerly course from the Jibel Kumera 
to the kingdom of Bambarra ; the Wangareen tongue is a dif- 
ferent one ; and the Houssonians speak a language differing 
again from that. 

Specimen of the difference between the Arabic and Mandinga lan-^ 
guage ; the words of the latter extracted from the vocabularies 
of Seedi Mohammed ben Amer Soudani. 



ENGLISH. 


MANDINGA 


ARABIC. 


One 


Kalen 


Wahud 


Two 


Fula 


Thanine 


Three 


Seba 


Thalata 


Four 


Nani 


Arba 


Five 


Lulu 


Kumsa 


Six 


Uruh 


Setta 



O G 



s^ 
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ENGLISH. 


MANDINGA. 


ARABIC 


Seven 


Urn'klu 


Sebba 


Eight 


Saae 


Timinia 


Nine 


Kanunt£e 


Taseud 


Ten 


Dan 


Ashra 


Eleven 


Dan kalen 


Ahud ash 


Twelve 


Dan fula 


Atenashe 


Thirteen 


Dan seba 


Teltashe 


Nineteen 


Dan kanart6e 


Tasatash 


Twenty 


Mulu 


Ashreen 


Thirty 


Mulu nintau 


Thalateen 


Forty 


Mulu fula 


Arba*in 


Fifty 


Mulu fula neentan 


Kumseen 


Sixty 


Mulu sebaa 


Setteen 


Seventy 


Mulu sebaa nintan 


Seba*in 


Eighty 


Mulu nani 


T ammana*een 


Ninety 


Mulu nani neentaan Tasa*een 


One hundred 


Kemi 


Mia 


One thousand 


Uli 


Elf 


This 


Neen 


Hadda 


That 


Walcern 


Hadduk 


Great 


Bawa 


Kabeer 


Little 


Nadecn 


Sereer 


Handsome 


Nimawa 


Zin 


Ugly 


Nuta 


Uksheen (k guttural) 


White 


Kie 


Bead 


Black 


Feen 


Abeed, or khal 


Red 


Williamma 


Hummer 


How do you do ? 


Nimbana mountania Kif-enta 
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ENGLISH. 


BIANDINGA. 


ARABIC. 


Well 


Kantee 


Ala khere 


Not well 


'Moon leant i 


Murrede 


What do you want 


Ala feeta matume 


Ash-bright 


Sit down 


Siduma 


Jils 


Get up 


Ounilee 


Node 


Sour 


Akkumula 


Hamd 


Sweet 


Timiata 


Helluh 


True 


Aituliala 


Hack 


False 


Funiala 


Kadube 


Good 


Abatee 


Miliah 


Bad 


Minbatee 


Kubiah 


A witch 


Bua 


Sahar 


A lion 


Jatta 


Sebad 


An elephant 


Samuia 


El fele 


A hyaena 


Salua 


Dubbah 


A wild boar 


Siwa 


£1 kunjer 


A water horse 


Mali 


Aoud d*£lma 


Ahorse 


Suhuwa 


Aoud 


A camel 


Kumaniun 


Jimmel 


A dog 


Wallee 


Killeb 


Hel el Killeb or the 






dog-faced race 


Hel Wallee 


Hel El Killeb 


A gazel 


Tankeen 


Gazel (g guttural) 


A cat 


Niankune 


El mish 


A goat 


Baa 


El uidize 


A sheep 


Kurenale 


Kibsh 


A bull 


Nisakia 


Todr 


A serpent 


Sad 


Hensh 


A caiiielion 


Mineer 


Tatta 
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ENGLISH. 


MANDINGA. 


ARABIC. 


An ape 


Ku'nee 


Dzatute 


A fowl or chicken 


Susee 


Djez 


A duck 


Beruee 


El Weese 


A6sh 


Hihu 


El hout 


Butter 


Tulu 


Zibda 


Milk 


Nunn 


El hellib 


Bread 


Mengu 


El khubs (k guttural) 


Corn 


Nieu 


Zra 


Wine 


Tangee 


Kununer ((c guttural) 


Honey 


Alee 


Asel 


Sugar 


Tobabualee 


Sukar 


Salt 


Kuee 


Mirh 


Ambergris 


Anber 


Anber 


Brass 


Tass 


Tass 


Silver 


Kudee 


Nukra 


Gold-dust 


Teber 


Tiber 


Pewter 


Tass ki 


Kusdeer 


A bow 


Kula 


Elkos 


An arrow 


Binia 


Zerag 


A knife 


Muru 


Jenui 


A spoon 


Kulia 


Mogerfa 


Abed 


El arun 


El ferrashe 


A lamp 


El kundeel 


£1 kundeel 


A bouse 


Su 


Ed dar 


A room 


Bune 


£1 beet 


A light-hole or 






window 


Jinnee 


Reehiha 


A door 


Daa 


Beb 


A town 


Kinda 


Midina 
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ENGLISH. 

Smoke 
Heat 

Cold 

Sea 

River 

A rock 

Sand 

The earth 

Mountain 

Island 

Rain 

God 

Father 

Mother 

Hell 

A man 

A woman 

A sister 

A brother 

The devil 

A white man 

A singer 

A singing wonaati 

A slave 

A servant 



MANDINGA. 

Sezee 

Kandia 

Nini 

Bedu'baha 

Bedu 

Berri 

Kinnikanni 

Binku 

Kuanku 

Juchiii 

Sanjukalaeen 

Allah 

Fa 

Ba 

Jahennum 

Kia 

Musa 

Bum musa 

Bum kia 

Buhau 

Tebabu 

Jalikea 

Jalimusa 

June 

Betteli 



ARABIC. 

Tkan (k guttural) 

Skanna (k guttural) 

Berd 

Bahar 

Wed 

Jerf 

Rummel 

Dunia 

Jibbel 

Dzeera 

Shta 

Allah 

Ba 

Ma 

Jebeonume 

Rajil 

Murrah 

Kat (k guttural) 

Ka 

Iblis . 

Rajil biad 

Runai (r guttural) 

Runaiah (r guttural) 

Abeed 

Mutalem 



Having now given some account of the languages of Africa, 
we shall proceed to animadvert on the similitude of language 
and customs between the Shelluhs of Atlas and the original in- 



2S6 Similarity between the Shelluhs 

habitants of the Canary Islands. The words between inverted 
commas are quotations from Classens History of the Discovery^ 
and Conquest of the Canary Islands. 

'* The inhabitants of Lancerotta and Fuertaventura are 
social and cheerful ;'* like the Shelluhs of Atlas ; *^ they are fond 
of singing and dancing ; their music is vocal, accompanied with 
a clapping of hands, and beating with their feet :'' the Shelluhs 
resemble them in all these respects ; ^^ Their houses are built of 
stone, withouc cement ; the entrance is narrow, so that but one 
person can enter at a time.** 

The houses of the Shelluhs are sometimes built without ce- 
ment, but always with stone; the doors and entrances are low 
and small, so that one person only can enter. 

*J In their temples they offered to their God milk and butter/' 

Among the Shelluhs milk and butter are given as presents to 
princes and great men : the milk being an emblem of good will 
and candour. 

•* When they were sick (which seldom happened) they cured 
themselves with the herbs which grew in the country ; and 
when they had acute pains, they scarified the part affected with 
sharp stones, and burned it with fire, and then anointed it with 
goat's butter. Earthen vessels of this goat's butter were found 
interred in the ground, having been put there by the women 
who were the makers, and took that method of preparing it for 
medicine." 

The custom of the Shelluhs on similar occasions is exactly 
similar ; the butter which they use is old, and is buried under 
ground many years in (bukul) earthen pots, and is called 
budra : it is a general medicine, and is said to possess a re- 
markably penetrating quality. 



j^ Similarity between the Skelluhs 

province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled and ktlted their 
presidents and governors, upon which the senate, resolving (o 
punish and make a severe example of the rebels, seni a powerful 
army into Mauritania, which vanquished and reduced them 
again to obedience. Soon after the ringleaders of the rebellion 
were put to death, and the tongues of the common people, loge- 
gether with those of their wives and children, were cut out, and 
then they were all jiut :iboard vessels with some grain and 
cattle, and transported to the Canary islands."* 

The following vocabulary will shew the similarity of lan- 
guage between the natives of Canaria and the Shelluhs (inlia- 
bitanis of the Atlas mountains south of Marocco). 



LANCEHOTTA AND 

fUERTAVENTDRA 

DIALECT. 

Temasin 
Tezzczes 
Taginaste 
Tahuyan 

Ahemon 

Faycag 

Acoran 

Almogaren 

Tamoyantcen 



SHELLUH OB 
LKBIAN TONGUE. 

Tumzeen 
Tezezreat 
Ta^inast 
pihuyat 

Amen 

Faquair 

M'koorn 

Talmogaren 

Tigameen 



Barley 

Sticks 

A palm tree 

A blanket, covering 

or i-eitlcoat 
Water 

Priest or lawyer 
God 

Temples 
Houses 



* Ooe Thomas Nicols, wUo lived seven yeiirs in the Canary Ulunds, and wto(e 
fk history of them, says that Lhe best account he could get of the origin of ibe na- 
tives, was that they were exiles from Africa, banished thence by the Komani, who 
cut out their tongues for blasj)liemiDg their gods. 
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LANCEROTTA AND 
FUEBTA VENTURA 
DIALECT. 

Tawacen 

Archormase 

Azamotan 

Tigot 

Tigotan 

Thencr 

Adeyhaman 

Ahico 

Kabehlera 

Ahorea 
Ara 
Ana 
Tagarer 



SHELLUH OR 
LYBIAN TONGUE. 

Tamouren 
Akennuse 
Azamittan 

Tigot 

Tigotan 

Atbraar 

Douwaman 

Tahayk 



Hogs 

Green figs 

Barley meal fried in 

oil 
Heaven 
The Heavens 
A mountain 
A hollow valley 
A hayk or coarse 

garment 
A head man or a 

powerful 
Barley meal roasted 
A goat 
A sheep 
A place of justice 

Benehoare, the name of the natives of Palma. 

Beni Hoarie, a tribe of Arabs in Suse between Agadeer and 

Terodant.* 

* For farther particulars see Glasse's History of the Canary Islands, 4to* 
page 174. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

General Commerce of Marocco.'— Annual Exports and Imports of 
the Port of Mogodor.'— Importance and Advantages of a Trade 
with the Empire of Morocco. — Cause of its Decline. — Present 
State of our Relations with the Barbary Powers. 

1 II £ city of Marocco, besides its trade with the various dis- 
tricts of the interior, receives the most considerable supplies of 
European merchandize from the port of Mogodor, which is 
distant from it four days journey, caravan travelling;* some 
of the more valuable articles, however, are transported from 
Fas to the Marocco market, such as muslins, cambricks, spices, 
teas, pearls, coral^ &c. and the elegant Fas manufactures of silk 
and gold. There is a considerable market held at Marocco 
every Thursday, called by the Arabs Soke-el-kumise,-f- at which 
all articles of foreign as well as home manufacture are bought 
and sold^ also horses,]; horned cattle, slaves, &:c. Samples of all 

* A caravan journey is 24 miles* 

t The word kumise signifies the 5th day of the week* 

% The (Delels) auctioneers, who sell the horses, have a mode of shewing them 
off to great advantage, so that if a person be not experienced in the purchase of 
them he will very often be imposed upon ; to prevent which, the bestjudges, even 
ibe Arabs, give a small fee to the Delel, by way of purchasing his fidelity; and 
when this mode is adopted, he may be depended on as far as his judgment extends. 
\^ hen the horse has been rode up and down the market several times indifferent 
jpaces, he is sold to the highest bidder, who is immediately apprised of his pur- 
xshase : he then repairs to the Cadi, or chief judge, and procures from the court of 
law a (Akad el beah) declaration of sale, which is signed by two (Dkils) attorneys, 
and confirmed by ihe Cadi at the bottom or left corner of tlie paper ; the deda- 
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kinds of merchandize are carried up and down the market 
and streets of the city by the Delels, or iiineiant auctioneers, 
who proclaim the price offered, and when no one offers more, 
the best bidder is apprised of his purchase, the money is paid, 
and the transaction terminated. 

The shops of Marocco are filled with merchandize of various 
kinds, many of which are supplied by the meichanis of Mogodor, 
who receive, in return for European goods, the various articles 
of the produce of Barbary for the Europeitn markets. The cre- 
dit which was given by the principal commercial houses of 
Mogodor to the natives has of iate considerably decreased owing 
to the change of system in the government ; for, in the reign of 
the present Emperor's father, the European merchants were 
much respected, and their books considered as correct, so that 
a book debt was seldom disputed, and every encouragemeut 
was given to commerce by that Emperor ; but Midey SoUman's 
political principles differ so widely from those of his father, 
that the most trifling transaction should nov/ be confirmed by 
law, to enable the European to be on equal terms with the 
Moor, and to entitle him to recover any property, or credit 
given ; these measures have thrown various impediments in the 
way of commerce, insomuch that credit is either almost annihi- 
lated, or transformed into barter, which has necessarily tljrown 
the trade into fewer hands, and consequently curtailed it in a 
great degree. For the purpose of showing at once the traffic 
carried on in the port of Mogodor, I shall here give an accurate 

ration expresses the piirchnse to be, for Iwtler or for worse, by tbe Arabic lernj 
Etadeiii lie el Kuiishah, which, iriilerall}' rendereH into English, means the bones 
in the sack or skin. The same custom is observad in tbe sale and purchafe of 
uiules, and oilier animals. 
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account o£its exports and imports during the years 1804, 1805, 
and the first six months of 1806, which are carefully extracted 
from the imperial custom-house books. 



IMPORTS INTO MOGODOR IN 1804. 

Yorkshire and West Country Cloths of various colours. 

From London, 66i pieces, of from 40 to 50 yards each piece. 

210 pieces, scarlet or media grana, from 40 to 50 

yards each piece. 
150 pieces, plunkets, about 40 yards each piece. 
Superfine Cloths. — From London 50 pieces. 

Leghorn 12 
Other parts — 

6% pieces. 

Long Ells. — From London ($40 pieces, coloured. 

30 scarlet 

60 embossed. 

Leghorn 300 coloured. 

Drupels. — From London 40 pieces. 
Red Cloth.-^Fvom Amsterdam 17 pieces. 

LINENS. / 

Cr^oy.— From London 902 pieces. 

Amsterdam 765 

Leghorn 6q 

1115 pieces. 

Plattilias. — From London 1047 pieces. 
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Flattilias. — From Amsterdam 4708 

Leghorn 650 

^405 pieces. 

Brellagnias. — From Liondon 500 pair. 

Amsterdam 460 

^' 906 pair. 
Cambricks. — From London ao pair. 
Muslins. — From London %i 

Amsterdam 20 

— 41 pieces. 
Indian Blue Linens. — From London 749 pieces. 

Amsterdam 30 

— 779 pieces. 
Striped India Silk. — From London 40 pieces. 

Silk Velvets. — From London 131 cubits.* 

Leghorn 450 

381 cubits. 

Damask. — From Leghorn 45(5 cubits. 

Amsterdam 150 

— — 606 cubits. 
Raw Silk. — From London 1 150 lb. 

Leghorn 1200 
Lisbon 560 

2910 lb. 

^//ttm.— From London 955^4 Ih. 
Copperas. — From London 91061 lb. 
Sugar in loaves. — From London 36966 

Amsterdam S^5% 

Lisbon 9600 

5^* 19 lb. 

* Seven cubiu make foar yards EDglisb measure. 
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Raw Sugar. — From London 7100 

Lisbon 2100 

— — 9«oo lb. 
Iron. — From London ^871 bars. 

Amsterdam 1415 
Leghorn 375 

10661 bars, 5^2700 \b. 

Gum Benzoin. — From London 14239 lb. 
Gum Lac. 51800 lb. 

Hardware.'^From London 19 cases. 

Amsterdam 4 barrels 
Gum Tragacanl.-- From London 1058 

Amsterdam 370 

- 1428 lb. 



Te/jper.-- From London 9231 lb. 
Cloves. — From London 6444 

Amsterdam 1056 

7504 lb. 

.ATulmegs. — From London 712 lb. 
Rhubarb. — From London 24^ lb. 
Green Tea. — From London 1310 

Amsterdam 200 

1510 lb. 

Wrought Pewter. — From London 5 

Amsterdam 7 

12 casks 

Tin Plates. — From London 60 cases, 13875 pieces. 
White Lead — From London 25301b, 
Copper in sheets. — From Amsterdam 1035 lb. 
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Thread. — From Leghorn 8co 

Amsterdam 200 

1000 lb. 

Mirrors^ called in Holland Veil Spiegels. 

From Amsterdam 7250 dozen. 

Leghorn 350 

Mirrors of various sizes. — From Amsterdam 1750 pieces. 

Earthen Ware. — From Amsterdam 70 cases. 

London 16 crates. 

Wool Cards. — From Amsterdam 210 dozen. 

Dutch Knives. — From Amsterdam 13738 dozen. 

Brass Pans. — From Amsterdam 550 lb. 

Osnaburg Linen. — From Amsterdam 180 pieces. 

Irish Linen. — From London 170 pieces. 

Leghorn 150 

— — 320 pieces. 

iMnthorns. — From London 100 dozen. 

Glass. — From London 5 cases. 

Red Lead. — From London 1853 lb. 

Calamine.-^Yvova London 2100 lb. . v 

ArgoU — From London 3 cases. 

Paper. — From Leghorn 27 bales. 

Cotton. — From Leghorn 2400 lb. 

Tin in bars. — From London 6000 lb. 

Espique Romano. — From Leghorn 3850 

Amsterdam 3000 

6850 lb. 

Coral Beads. — From Leghorn 50 lb. 

Amber Beads. — From Leghorn 150 

Amsterdam 100 

250 lb. 
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Sal Ammoniac. — From London 1200 lb. 
Chaplets. — From Leghorn 7 barrels. 
Gold Lace. — From Amsterdam 10 lb. 

Looking Glasses j called bulls' eyes. — From Leghorn 4 barrels. 
Silk Handkerchiefs.— From London 100 

Amsterdam 10 
Leghorn 100 

■ SIC dozen. 
Glasses. — From Amsterdam «o 

Leghorn 1 

■ 21 cases. 
Corrosive Sublimate. — From Amsterdam 50 

Leghorn 50 

100 lb. 

Venetian Steel. — From Leghorn 2500 lb. 
Hebrew Books. — Leghorn 10 cases. 
Momals. '■^From London 286 pieces. 
JSqfias.— From London 821 pieces. 

Lisbon 350 
Mouans. — From Amsterdam 505 pieces. 
China. — From London 330 dozen cups and saucers. 

Amsterdam 30 dozen ditto. 
Cochineal. — From London 375 

Cadiz 700 
Lisbon 230 

1305 lb. 

Wire. — From Amsterdam 5000 mass. 
Copper Tea Kettles. — From Amsterdam 1 19 
Brazil Wood— Fiom Lisbon 60c lb. 
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Iron Jfails. — From London 1 1 573 

Amsterdam 1000 
Leghorn 1000 

^^13573 lb. 

Deals, — From Amsterdam 1886 pieces. 
Empty Cases. — From Amsterdam 900 cases. 
Sealing fVax. — From Amsterdam 20 lb. 
Cojffee Mills. — From Amsterdam so 
Buenos Ay res Hides. '^From London 350 

Cadiz 500 

' 650 hides. 

Mexico Dollars. — From London 18000 

Cadiz 47000 

Lisbon 16000 

Teneriffc 10000 
Amsterdam 8000 

99000 

Total value of Imports in 1804, £*i5i450- 

EXPORTS FROM MOGODOR IN 1804. 



Sweet Almonds. — To London 


6853 


Amsterdam 33 1638 


Leghorn 


4505 


Lisbon 


155«4 


Cadiz 


6104,1 


Teneriffe 


^$56 






Bitter Almonds, — ^To London 


233^19 lb. 


1 1 
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Bitter Jlmonds. — To Amsterdam 126507 

Leghorn 2980 

362606 lb. 

Gum Barbary. — To London 99417 

Amsterdam 213540 
Leghorn 10254 

Lisbon 2583 

Marseilles 9642 

' 33543^ lb. 

Gum Soudan or Senegal^ from Timbuctoo^ by the caravans. 

To London 364161b. 
Amsterdam 59021 lb. 
Marseilles 519 

9595^ lb 

Gum Saudrac. — To London 16995 

Amsterdam 9056 
Leghorn 3314 
Lisbon 2869 

32234 lb. 

Bees Wax — To London 1957 

Leghorn 52616 
Lisbon 11595 
Marseilles 30022 

Cadiz 93791 
TeneriflFe 4878 

194859 lb. 

Goat Skins. — To London 12726 dozen. 

Oil of Olives. ^^Ho London 5850 lb. 

Amsterdam 30757 
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Oil of Olives. -^To Lisbon ^^7^9 

Teneriffe 5900 

--^ 57«3^ lb. 

Cow and Calf Skins.* — To London 64376 

Leghorn 41611 
Marseilles 14496 

120483 lb. 

Sheeps fVool. — To Amsterdam 62972 

Marseilles 29624 
Teneriffe 5300 

— 97^9^ lb. 

Ostrich Feathers. — To London 5551b. 

Elephants Teeth. — To Amsterdam 800 lb. 

Pomegranate Peels. — To London 2184 

Amsterdam 44097 

46281 lb. 

Dates^ of the quality called Adamoh^from Tqfilelt* 

To London 1129 

Lisbon 1305 

243 Jb. ^v."V . 

Raisins. — To London 200 lb. " " 

Worm Seed. — To London 465 

Lisbon 2468 

2933 lb. 

Rose leaves.^— To Amsterdam 138 lb. 
IfUd Thyme (Zater). — ^To Amsterdam 2860 

Lisbon 1714 

— 4574 lb. 
G/ue.-— To Amsterdam 84 lb. 
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Anice-seeds.—To London 200 

Amsterdam 4650 
Lisbon 829 

— 5^79 lb. 

Fennel. — To Amsterdam 856 lb. 

Gingelin Seed. — To Londou 460 

Amsterdam 2044 

25041b. 

Walnuts. — To Lisbon 240 lb. 

Straw. — To Lisbon 24 bales. 

Tallow. — To Teneriffe 1465 lb. 

Tallow Candles. — To Teneriffe 350 lb. 

Siring. — To Teneriffe 2852 lb. 

Total value of Exports from Mogodor in 1804, in Europe, after 

paying freight, European duties, &:c.£*i 27679. sterling. 

IMPORTS INTO MOGODOR IN 1805. 

WOOLLEN CLOTHS. 

Yorkshire Cloths. 

From London, Scarlet 300 demi-pieces from 20 to 25 yards 

each. 

Alto of various colours 970 demipieces from 
ditto to ditto. 

Tier blue, or plunkets 80 ditto. 

Superfine cloths 62 ditto. 

Long Ells 900 ditto. 

Embossed Purpetls 85 ditto. 

German Cloths. — From Leghorn and Amsterdam 22 pieces. 
JVankeens. — From Lisbon 1000 pieces. 
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LINENS. 

Plattilias.-^From London 1300 

Amsterdam 6050 
Leghorn 1395 

■ 87415 pieces. 
Creas.-^From London 600 

Amsterdam 788 
Leghorn 550 

■ 1938 pieces. 
Rouans. — From Amsterdam 618 
Brellagnias. — From London 625 

Amsterdam 1000 

■■ 1625 pieces. 

Bqflas. — From London 1600 pieces. 

Eomals. — From London 1010 

Leghorn goo 

1310 pieces. 

Muslins. — From London 70 pieces. 
Blue Linens. — From Amsterdam 117 pieces. 
Gum Benjamin or Benzoin. — From London 19237 lb* 
Slick'lacL'— From London 18546 

Amsterdam 7959 

' ■ 26505 lb. 
Musk. — From London 20 lb. 
Eaw Sugar.— From London 6568 

Teneriffe 10400 

16968 lb. 

Sugar in loaves. — From London 7892 

Amsterdam 3913 lb» 
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Sugar in loaves. — From Lisbon 3759 

^55^4 lb. 

Green Tea. — From London 14^0 

Amsterdam 350 

1770 lb. 

Cloves^ — From London 10941 

Amsterdam 2159 
Leghorn 476 

13576 lb. 

Sal Ammoniac. — From London 8941 lb. 

Cochineal. — From London 558 lb. 

Tin in plates. — From London 295 cases. 

Tin in bars. — From London 5114 lb. 

Wrought Pewter. — From London 7 barrels. 

Amsterdam 5 ditto. 

Iron. — From London 10753 bars, 

Amsterdam . 2074 

— — - 641756 lb- 

Copperas. — ^From London 147882 lb* 

Allum. — Ftbm I^^ndon 93600 lb. 

Raw 5«Yfc.— From London 1300 

Amsterdam 955 

Leghorn 2478 

4^33 lb- 

German Looking-glasses or Mirrors. 

From Amsterdam 18696 
Leghorn 600 

19296 dozen. 

Dutch Knives. — From Amsterdam 12874 dozen. 
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Gum Tragacant or Dragon. 

From Amsterdam 150 
Leghorn 675 

• 825 lb. 

fVire. — From Amsterdam 3900 mass. 
Cowries. — From Amsterdam 32000 lb. 

■ 

Meedles. — From Leghorn 200 million. . 

Red and ffkile Lead. — From London 3320 lb. 

Brass Pans. — From Amsterdam 1000 lb. 

Thread. — From Leghorn 1050 

Amsterdam 430 

» 1480 lb. 

Arsenic. — From London 1872 lb. 

Silk Handkerchief s^F^From London 93 

Leghorn lop 
Amsterdam 10 



203 dozen. 



Files. — From London 200 

Amsterdam 135 

335 dozen. 

Lavender.— ^Yvora Leghorn 14800 lb. 

Razors. — From Leghorn 500 dozen. 

Box Combs. — From Leghorn 3600 dozen. 

Amber Beads. — From Leghorn 300 lb. 

Coral. — From Leghorn 50 lb. 

Jfails. — From Amsterdam 1181 lb. 

Wool Combs.^-^From Amsterdam 2268 pain 

Padlocks. — From Amsterdam 515 dozen. 

British China.— From London 40 dozen. 

Osnaburgh Linens^^^From Amsterdam 50 pieces. * 
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Swedish Slee/.— From Amsterdam 7000 lb. 
Espiquo Romano, — From Amsterdam 13088 

Leghorn 5213 

18301 lb. 

Hebrew Bibles. — From Amsterdam 4 cases. 
Dutch Boxes. 

Green Gin Boxes containing 12 square bottles each 
Case 392 cases fulK 
300 do. empty. 
Potatoes — From London 9000 lb. 
Bellows. — From London 60 dozen. 
Copper Kettles.-— From London 242 dozen. 

Amsterdam 13 

255 dozen. 

Cotton. — From Teneriffe 5400 lb. 
Vermillion. — From Amsterdam 150 lb. 
Turners Boxes. — From Amsterdam 1000 nests. 
Venetian Steel. — From Leghorn 11400 lb. 
Planks. — From London 886 

Amsterdam 1250 

— 2136 pieces. 
Coffee. — From Teneriffe 3600 lb. 
Sarsaparilla. — From Amsterdam 150 lb. 
Scales for Gold. — 48 pair. 
Candlesticks. — 64 pieces 

Painted Boxes —Fxom Amsterdam 240 pieces. 
Earthen Ware or British China. — Fiom London 10 crat)^. 
Sealing fVax — From Amsierdam lOo lb. 
Medicinal Drugs.—.Ftom Amsierdam 1 case. 
Chaplels. — From Leghorn 3 casks. 
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Chaplels — From Amsterdam i cask. 

— 4 casks. 
Toys. — From Amsterdam 300 dozen. 
Capillaire — From Leghorn 2200 boxes, or 2200 bottles. 
Confeclionary — From Leghorn 300 boxes. 
Ivory Combs. — From Leghorn 25 dozen. 
Quicksilver — From Amsterdam 50 lb. 
Mercery, — From Amsterdam 1 case. 
Glasses. — From Amsterdam 2 cases. 
Gold Thread. — From Leghorn 25 lb. 
Manufactured Silks. — From London 50 pieces 

Amsterdam 239 cubits 

1239 cubits.* 

Hardware. — From London 3 barrels. 
Wrought Copper. — From Amsterdam 1 case. 
Clocks. — From Amsterdam 20. 
Mexico Dollars. — From London 24,000 

Amsterdam 3,200 

Lisbon 29,500 

Cadiz 4,000 

Gibraltar 12,000 

Leghorn 12,000 

Teneriffc 4,000 

' 88,700 

As the prices of these merchandise vary considerably, the 
calculation of their value in West Barbary is omitted. 

* U cubit = 1 yard. To bring cubits into yards, multiply by 4, divide by 7. 

KK 
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EXPORTS FROM MOGODOR IN 1805. 

Sweet Almonds. — To London 24030 lb. 

Amsterdam 474994 

Barcelona 6148 

Teneriffe 300 

5054^^ lb. 

Bitter Almonds — To London 128442 

Amsterdam 357198 
Barcelona 2620 

488260 lb. 

Gum Barbary. — To London ^77594^ 

Amsterdam 211598 
Lisbon 2409 

Barcelona 809 

492350 lb. 

Gum Senegal. — To London 8047 

Amsterdam 23509 

23509 

Gum Sandarac. — To London 113S7 

Amsterdam 27776 

Other ports 1040 

40183 

Gum Euphorbium. — To Amsterdam 782 lb. 

Elephants Teeth. — ^To London 1373 lb. 

Amsterdam 336 lb. 

——17091b. 

Sheeps Wool. — To Amsterdam 20731 lb. 

Cow and Calf Skins. ^To London 250783 

Lisbon 9178 

^599^^ lb. 
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Goal Skins. — To London Qg$y dozen. 

Lisbon 80 

> 10,037 dozen. 

Pomgranate Peals. — To Amsterdam 650,40 lb, 

Citro-is. — To Amsterdam 1540 pieces. 

Olive Oil. — To Teneriffe 35727 

Lisbon 10217 

45944 ll>- 

Worm Seed.— To Amsterdam 12483 lb. 

Fennel. — To Teneriffe 1360 lb. 

Tallow. ^To Teneriffe 1600 lb. 

Tallow Candles — 178 lb. 

Packing Thread. — To Teneriffe 3895 lb. 

Marocco Goal Leather. — To Teneriffe 600 skins. 

Marocco Calf Leather. — ^00 pieces. 

IMPORTS TO MOGODOR 
During Ihejirsl seven Monlhs of i8o6. 

Ctolhs. — 79 pieces Superfine Cloth 
360 pieces Media Grana 
230 pieces A ho 
Long Ells. — 120 pieces coloured 

180 pieces embossed 
LinenSj viz. Osnaburgs, 50 pieces 
Bajlas (India Cottons) 1303 pieces 
Irish Linen-^^Qg pieces 
India Blue Linens — 784 pieces 
Muslins — 300 pieces 
Plallilias — ^3224 pieces 
. Creas — 1020 pieces. 
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Calf Skins — 2130,30 lb. 
Raisins — 84a lb. 
Anice^seeds — 3687 lb. 
Car r away Seeds — 315 lb. 
Dales (Adamoh) — 1237 
Pomgranate Peals — ^5155 lb. 
Worm 5e^d— 563 lb. 
Elephants Teel/i-^ sssjS Ih. 
Goal Skins — 6480 dozen 
Ostrich Feathers — 556 lb. 
Cummin Seeds — 2013 lb. 
Lead <?r6— 320 lb. 
Citrons — 340 lb. 
Capers^^ioo lb. 
Caraway Seeds — 219 lb. 
Oil of Olives— 5^04^ lb. 
Tanned Leather — 2660 lb. 
Packing Thread — 3900 lb. 
Tallow — 625 lb. 

By a careful perusal of the foregoing account of the exports 
from, and imports into, the port of Mogodor, the commercial 
reader will be enabled to form an accurate idea of the trade of 
that place : there are several things exported in such small 
quantities, that they cannot be reckoned as articles of trade, 
but rather as samples; but being in the custom-house books, 
they are given here to make the account complete ; they shew 
the produce of the country, and might, if the trade were duly 
encouraged and protected, form articles of considerable import- 
ance in a commercial view ; hut, with consuls, who are equally 
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unacquainted with the language of the country, and the man- 
ners, poHtics, and complexion of the court, we must not expect 
that the British merchant will be sufficiently encouraged to 
make considerable adventures to West Barbary; and hence one 
reason why the trade has of late years been in a great degree 
abandoned by us, and has fallen into (he hands of a few Jews, 
subjects of the Emperor. 

The French, aware of the importance of a trade which carries 
ojf manufactured goods of alt kinds, and funiishas in return raw 
materials^ were induced to attempt an establishment of consi- 
derable capital \ but the British crulzers in the Mediterranean 
rendering it almost impossible for their ships to sail to or from 
Marseilles, have lately obliged them to relinquish their enter- 
prize for the present, though, there can be no doubt, that in the 
event of a permanent peace, it wilt be resumed with additional 
vigour. The same causes have also compelled the other mer- 
chants, natives of countries now under the dominion of France, 
to remain almost entirely inactive, waiting impatiently for some 
change that may enable them to resume, with some security, 
their commercial negocialions; so that, with the exception of 
two or three houses, there is, at present, no European establish- 
ment of any consequence at Mogodor. 

The commerce of Mogodor with America during the years 
1804 and 1805, was impeded by a dispute between that country 
and the Emperor, which however has been amicably adjusted, 
and the trade is now resumed. Vessels going from Salem, 
Boston, and other parts of America with East and West India 
produce to Mogodor, receive, in return, the various articles of 
Barbary produce ; and by this means, the agents of the American 
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merchants established at Mogodor are enabled to undersell us 
in all East and West India articles. 

A close connexion with the empire of Marocco is of the 
greatest importance to Great Britain both in a political and 
commercial point of view ; for besides the various articles of 
trade already enumerated, it affords ample supplies of provi- 
sions; and if a friendly intercourse between the two nations 
were firmly established, we should never have any difficulty in 
victualling not only Gibraltar, but also all our different fleets 
which cruize in the Mediterranean, and on the northern coast 
of Africa, a resource, which, in the present state of things, cer* 
tainly merits the serious attention of this country. The advan* 
tages of a trade with this empire must be evident from what 
has been detailed in the preceding pages, where it will be seen 
that nearly the whole of the exports to Marocco consists of manu- 
factured goodsj and that the returns for these are entirely raw 
materials^ many of which are essentially necessary in our manu- 
factures. That the present trade is so inconsiderable, arises 
entirely from the little encouragement and support it meets 
with ; for British subjects, finding they had to depend on their 
own exertions alone, for the protection and safety of the pro- 
perty embarked in this traffic, have, for the most part, aban- 
doned it, and now it is falling into the hands of subjects of 
Marocco, established in England. This is the more to be re- 
gretted, as we have it in our power, by proper representations 
and a judicious negociation, to supply, through this channel, a 
great part of the interior of Africa with our superfluous manu* 
factures, while we might receive in return many very valuable 
and useful articles, such as oil of olives, hides, skins, almondsi 
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gnms, wax, silver, and gold, in addition to which may be men* 
tioned oranges and lemons, of which a greyer quantity might 
be procured from two ports* in the empire, than is afibrded by 
both Spain and Portugal. The oranges of Tetuan are the finest 
in the world, and are sold for eight drahims, or about 3s. 6d. per 
thousand. Those of Marocco, of Terodant, of Fas, of Mcquinas, 
of Rabat, and the adjacent country, are also very good, abundant* 
and equally cheap; they might be imported from Rabat to 
Ei^land with considerable advantage: but I believe the export 
lation has lately been prohibited, this fruit being included in 
the general prohibition to the exportation to Europe of all 
articles of provision. The season for gathering them for expor- 
tation is from November till January. 

It may, perhaps, be objected by sonie, who have experienced 
difiBculttes In treating with the Emperor, that he would not, 
probably, allow fruit to be exported : to this 1 answer, that it is 
possible, by proper means, to obtain almost any favour from a 
Sovereign who is uncontrollable; it is not gold which rules his 
conduct, though some ingenious persons have imagined that to 
be the only means of procuring any thing from him,- had this 
been the case, he wouUI not have granted me the privilege of 
exporting mutes to tbe West Indies at half the duty that another 
house offered him. la short, nothing is wanting to secure a most 
extensive and lucrative trade with Marocco, but an established 
friendship between the two nations, strengtliened by a mutual 
return of good offices and attentions, ludecd the present En>- 
peror, Muley Soliman, may be said to have made overtures of 
this nature ; but from our impolicy, and inattention, added to 
the ignorance of the proper mode of treating with him, these 
overtures were neglected. 

* Viz. Telgas aod Rabat or Sikll^. 
L L 
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Whet) we lecoJlect, however, that the envoys lo Marocco for 
the last century, have been men almost wholly unacquainted 
with the niannera, customs, and rciigious prejudices of the 
people, and ignorant of their language, we shall cease to be 
surprised that our connection with that empire has been so 
limited, and impeded by mutual raisunderstandiiij; of each 
others sentiments, originating, but too olten, in deficiency and 
inaccuracy of interpreters. What expectations can be indulged 
of terminating snccesafuily negociatiuns with a prince, in con- 
versing with whom some ignorant illiterate interpreter, gene- 
rally a Jew, and a devoted subject of the Emperor, must be 
made the confidential servant o( the party treating? besidesi 
every one acquainted with the nature of the government, and 
political principles of the Court of Marocco, is well aware, iliat, 
even supposing it possilile to procure a Jew, capable of inter- 
preting accurately the English into Arabic, and vice versa, yet 
there are many expressions necessary for an Envoy to use to I he 
Empenar, which no Jew in the country would dare lo utter in 
the imperial presence on pain of losing his head: the general 
garrulity of these people, moreover, is such, that they are per- 
haps unwortliy of being entriisled with any secret wherein the 
hiterestola nation is concerned. Of this the Emperor himself 
is convinced, as was also his falber, who frequently, during 
his reign, expressed his regret to Mr. A. Layton,that no English 
consul could be found, capable of holding direct intercourse 
with him. The weakness and instability of our treaties arc 
generally in proportion to the weakness and inaccuracy of the 
iaterpreter, their force and meaning being often frittered away 
by the misplacing of a word through his indecision or fear; and 
possessing, probably, but a slight knowledge of the style of 
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writing, he is obliged lo have ihe treaty read by a Moor, and 
explained according to his own manner, in the vulgar Arabic, 
or Moorish language, Mhich alone is suificient, without any ad- 
ditional cause, to do away the force and intent of any documeHt, 
possessing that energy of expression for which the Arabic lan- 
guage is so remarkable. Suppose we were negociating a peace 
with France, what would be the probable result if there were no 
person attached to our embassy but a French subject, who un- 
derstood the French and English languages sufficiently to con- 
vey the aggregate only, but not the precise sense of the stipula- 
tions ? we should certainly have but little ex pectation of success 
under such circumstances, and should probably be worse off 
than if no treaty had been concluded, so easy would it be to 
give a turn to any clause, the force and point of which was not 
distinctly ascertained. This has been literally our case with 
Marocco: treaties have been made without being understood, 
or even translated, till many months after the conclusion of 
them ; how then can we expect to acquire influence or consi- 
deration at a court, where a man who does not speak the Arabic 
is considered as an illiterate barbarian (ajcmmie m'dollem), and 
is treated accordingly ? The Emperor has frequently expressed 
a wish to communicate with our Sovereign, but the publicity to 
which his sentiments must be exposed in the present routine of 
British diplomacy, deters him from it, and restricts or diminishes 
the intercourse between the two countries.* 



• In a conversation with tlie Minister at Marocco for European aiFairs, his 
Excellency asked me if, in the eveol of his master's writing to his Majesty, the 
latter would be able to gel the letter interpreted ; I answered in the aSirmatiTC, 
and a tery polite and friendly letter was afterwards written, which requested an 
answer; but it remained here in the Secretary of State's office, without any alien- 
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I . By way of shewing the extreme disadvantages under which 
our negociations are carried on with the Barbary powers, I will 
relate a circumstance which happened during the last embassy 
to Marocco; I do not mean to say any thing prejudicial to Mr. 
Matra, who conducted that embassy; he was a man ofcapacity, 
and understood the nature of the court, as well as a long resi- 
dence in the country, without a knowledge of the language, 
could enable him: he was attended by a Jewish interpreter, a 
subject of Marocco, who was required by the Eniperor to wear 
the dress of his tribe,* but being in tlie suite of the Ambassador, 

tion being paid to Us contents, a mark of disrespect which gave great oSence to 
the Emperor. 

It appears to me extraordinary, that a language which is spoken over a mach 
greater extent of country than any other on earth — a hiu^uage cuinbining ah ike 
-powers and energy of the Greek and Lettn, should l>e so Utile uniientood, iltateo 
Arabic letter written by liie present Emperor of Mnrocco, to the King of Great 
Britaio, actually lay in the .Secretary uf Stale's office some months without being 
translated. The circumstance coming lo the kiiowiedge of itie Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (the Right Hon. Spencer Percival), that gentleman expressed a wUb 
to a friend of mine, to have a translation, and the letter was transmitted to me 
for that purpose. Doctor tiulfe, who delivered it, assured me, it had been sent to 
one, if not both Universities, and to the post.oflice, but that, either from a di^ 
.rence in the punctuation of the characters, or in the language itself, no one could 
be found capable of rendering it into English. This statement, however snac- 
countable it may appear lo many, was afterwards farther confirmed, by passports 
snd other papers inAffican Aiabic being sent to me for translations, the want of 
which bad detained vessels in our ports, and caused merchanls in London to tuffer 
from a loss of markets. 

* The Emperor being on horseback in Ihe place of audience one day at Ma- 
Tocco, he perceived a man at a distance dressed in an European dress of BcarleC 
and gold ; he enquired if he was an Ambassador, and sent some of the people ia 
waiting lo know his busiuessi he was found to t>e a Jew, which being reported to 
■tbe Sultan, he was highly displeased, and ordered him to be stripped, and Jewish 
clothes put on ; this was instantly performed, and order* were issued to every port 
in hia dominions, that Jews should be allowed to appear only in their own dress, in 
order thai they might not, ia future, be mistakea for ambassadorsf alleging, that 
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and his interpreter, Mr. Matia repealed liis injunction to the 
Emperor, alleging, that as he was in his immediate service, he 
was, and ought to be considered as, a British subject, and there- 
foreentitled to wear the dress which the Jews of Great Britain 
wore : this argument was admitted by the Emperor, and the 
Jew was accordingly permitted to appear before him in the 
English dress. This was certainly a point gained by the Am- 
bassador, and might have been the prelude to more consider- 
able concessions, had it been judiciously followed up; indeed, 
the Emperor was desirous to temporise with the English, and 
treated the Ambassador and his suite In a better style than he 
had do[)e any former one, and, as I was credibly inforTiied, even 
permitted Mr. Matra to sit down by him, an honour never 
before conferred on any but a prince. Much affability and po- 
liteness of (his kind was terminated by a long treaty of peace 
and amity, written in Arabic, but which unhickily nobody in 
the Ambassador's suite could properly understand, except by 
circuitous and inaccurate explanation by a Moor to the Jew in- 
terpreter, and then from him to the consul ; the latter, however, 
being dissatisBed with it, was persuaded to entrust it to a Spa- 
nish student, who, instead of giving an accurate translation to 
the Ambassador, sent one, as it was reported, to Madrid, kept 
the paper a month, and then returned it to Mr. Matra, so that 
the whole treaty was known at Madrid before it was known at 
London, or even by the Ambassador himself at Tangier! and 
in this manner, 1 am sorry to say, are our affairs conducted at 

nothing wai more proper and agreeable to reason, than that a Mootelmio should 
dress in his costume, n Christian in his, aud b Jew o|go in his, that it might be 
kaowo, and not concealed, which was which! 
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Marocco. In short, I am well persuaded, that so long 
men are sent to the Barbary powers as ambassadors or consuls, 
and remain there four or five years before they can make them- 
selves sufficiently acquainted with the complection of the Mo- 
hammedan courls and intrigues, not to say the language, which 
but very few are at all likely ever to acquire sufficiently to hold 
colloquial intercourse at Court: we must not expect to gain 
any considerable commercial or political advantages with these 
countries. 

It may also be necessary here to observe, that there arc 
various expressions, not considered indelicate, among Euro- 
peans, which ought not to be used before the Ceed, or Kniperor, 
by any one who is desirous to negociate advantageously. I have 
known a negociation totally frustrated by one trifling, or incau- 
tious expression. Accuracy of pronunciation, and refinement of 
expression, added to easy and affable manners, and a good per- 
son, would be attended with incalculable advantages in negocia- 
tions at this court, the language, as well as the manners and 
customs of which, although fixed and regulated by invariable 
rules, are unknown and unattended to by the nations of Europe, 
at least by those of the North : and this I conceive to be one of 
the reasons why a negociation with the Court olMaiocco seldom 
or ever terminates advantageously to the European nej>ocialor. 

In treaties of peace between any European power and the 
Sultan of Maiocco, one of the clauses always affects to protect 
the subject : so in the English treaties, if an Englishman residing 
in the empire commit any misdemeanor, he is not to be judged 
by the Mohammedan law, but by that of his own country, and 
is to be delivered up to the Consul until satisfaction be given; 
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From the supineness of" Consuls, however, this clause, as well as 
many others, has been often disregarded, and the wording alto- 
gether misunderstood or misconstrued. 

As various reports have gone abroad relative to the a£fair of 
Mr. A. Layton, a British merchant at Mogodor, having had h^s 
teeth pulled out by order of the Emperor, It may be interesting 
to set that transaction in its true light. 

Mr. A. Lay ton was the chief partner in a house of considera- 
ble capital and respectability ; the oLher partners were French- 
men, who having had official notice given them, that as the 
King of France had broken off all connection with Marocco, the 
French merchants should quit the country, or seek some other 
)irotec[ion ; accordingly, the affairs of ibis House being extended 
in the country, \ arious impediments rose against their quitting 
their establishment suddenly ; they proposed therefore to take 
Mr. A. Layion as a partner under the firm of A. Laytonand Co. 
making it by this stratagem an English house. One afternoon 
the three partuers, A. Layton, Secard, and Barre, together with 
a clerk, went out on horseback with some greyhounds belong- 
ing to the former ; and in returning towards Mogodor, one of 
the dogs attacked a calf belonging to a neighbouring village; a 
Shelluh, who was the owner of the calf, shot the dog ; on this 
a fray ensued, and the village was soon in an uproar ; in the 
scuffle some Shelluh women were seen to throw stones, and Mr. 
Barre was considerably bruised : Layton also received and gave 
several blows. The party returned to Mogodor, when Layton 
immediately made a complaint to the Governor, who promised 
him justice should be done, and accordingly sent for the parties, 
who on their part insisted on justice being done to them, alleg- 
ing, that a woman had had ^^o, of h^r teeth^knocked out b^ 
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Layton, and called out in the name of God and the Prophet for 
justice from the Emperor himself; this appeal obliged ihe 
Governor to write to the Emperor, and the parties were ordered 
up lo Marocco: witnesses having been brought against Layton, 
who declared that he had knocked tlie woman's teeth out with 
the thick end of his whip, the Emperor was compelled to order 
two of his teeth to he pulledout as a satisfaction to the lady for the 
lossof her's: his Majesty, however, did not appear disposed to put 
the sentence into execution, but the people, who had assembled 
in immense numbers on this extraordinary occasion, exclaimed 
loudly for retaliation;* when the tooth-drawer approached, 
Layton requested that he might have two of his back teeth taken 
out, inlieuof twoof his front teeth, which request the Emperor 
granted. His Majesty was pleased with the courage with which 
Layton suflercd the operation, and apologized to him the next 
day, and it was intimated, that he would not have allowed the 
sentence of the law to have been executed, had it not been 
necessary to allay the fury of the people; he then desired him 
to ask any favour, and he would grant it ; Layton accordingly 
requested permission to load a cargo of wheat, which was granted, 
and, I believe, free of duty ; he afterwards conferred on him 
similar favours, and wished so much lo have him appointed 
British Consul, that he offered to request his Majesty to appoint 
him, but this Layton declined ; the Emperor, however, often 
Repeated to him this wish, alleging the advantages of nego- 
ciating with a person who could converse with him in his own 
language, and promising, in case of his accepting the appoint- 
ment, to grant every favour that England should ask of him. 

* The Isniof Mobatnmed, like Ibose of Moees, ailhere Btrictljr to relatialiun — 
•' Aa e;c for au eye, Kad a toolb for a toolb." 
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Whether Layton felt himself not sufficiently supported by his 
country, after this personal outrage, or what other reason he had 
lo refuse the re{)eated overtures of Seedy Mohammed, is not for 
me here to declare. Some general remonstrance was made by 
all the European Consuls collectively respecting this affair, and 
the Emperor, it appeared, would have made proper apology to 
the British Consul had it been demanded with energy and reso- 
lution; the influence of Great Britain suffered by not support* 
ing her subject, and ever since this transaction, encroachments 
have been making on the privileges of Europeans, insomuch, 
that it is now a remark at the Court of Marocco, that, '^ If the 
European nations will not protect their own subjects, how 
can they expect that we should protect them ? The Consuls 
at Tangier are of no use but to determine disputes of captures 
amongst the belligerent powers of Europe, which we do dot un- 
derstand, nor wish to interfere in, and if they refuse to adjust 
these matters they may all leave the country, they are of no 
further service to us/'* 

* Tliis observation was made a few years since by the prince Muley Teibj at 
that time Khaliff at Tangier, to shew the contempt in which he held therepreseo* 
tatives of the European powers ! 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Shipwrecks on the Western Coast of Africa about Wedinoon and 
Sahara — State of the British and other Captives whilst in pos- 
session of the Saharawans, or raring Arabs of the Desert^ 
Suggestion of the Author for the Alleviation of their Sufferings 
— Mode of their Redemption. 

-1 HAT part of the western coast of Africa, which lies between 
the latitudes of 20 and 32. degrees north, has been differently 
laid down in various charts, but, perhaps, never yet accurately. 
The Spaniaids, who fish on this coast eastward of the Canary 
Islands, assure us that soundings are to be found quite across to 
the Continent ; and there is a tradition among tlie Arabs, that in 
very remote ages those islands formed part of the African con- 
tinent. In support of this tradition, it may be observed, that the 
aborigines of Lancerotta, one of the Canary islands situated about 
thirty-five leagues from this coast, resemble in manners, in phy- 
siognomy, in person, and in language the Shelluhs, inhabitants 
of South Atlas, and retain many of their customs. 

That part of [he coast, which lies between the above-men- 
tioned latitudes, is a desert country interspersed with immense 
hills of loose and moveable sand, which are from time to time 
driven by the wind into various forms, and so impregnate the 
air with particles of sand for many miles out at sea, as to give 
to the atmosphere an appearance of hazy weather: navigators 
not aware of this circumstance, never suspect, during such 
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appearances, that they are near land until they discover the 
breakers on the coast, which is so extremely flat, that one may 
walk a mile into the sea. without being over the knees, so that 
ships strike when at a Tery considerable distance from the low- 
water mark ; added to this, there is a current, which sets in from 
the we»t toward Africa, with inconceivable force and rapidity, 
with which the navigator being too often uuacc|uatnted, he loses 
bis reckoning, and in the course of a night, perhaps, when he 
expects to ctear the African coast in his passage southward, he 
is alarmed with tlie appearance of shoal water, and before he has 
time to recover himself, finds his ship aground, on a desert 
shore, where neither habitation nor human being is to be seen. 
In this state his fears are soon encreased by a persuasion that 
he must either perish in fighting a horde of wild Arabs, or 
submit to become their captive; for soon after a ship strikes, 
some wandering Arabs strolliug from their respective duars in 
the Desert, perceive the masts from the sand hills ; and without 
coming to the shore, repair to their hordes jjerhaps 30 or 40 
miles off, to apprise them of the wreck ; when they immedi- 
ately assemble, arming themselves with daggers, guns, and 
cudgels. Sometimes two or three days or more elapse before 
they make their appearance on the coast, where they await the 
usual alternative of the crew either delivering themselves up 
to them, rather than perish with hunger, or throwing them- 
selves into the sea. When the former takes place, qudrrels 
frequently ensue among the Arabs, about the possession of the 
Sailors, disputing for the captain or male because he i« better 
dressed, or discovers hiimelf to them in some other way, aud 
because they expect a larger ransom for him. They afterwards 
go in boats, and take every thing portable from the vessel, antl 
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Ihen If the sea do not dash it to pieces, set Bre to it, in order 
that it may not serve as a warning to the crews of other shipsi 
and thereby save tlieni from a similar mlsforLune.* Sometitnes, 
in these wrecks, the poor seamen perceiving what savages they 
have to contend with, (though they are far from being so savage 
and inhospitable as their appearance indicates) determine on 
making resistance, and by means of cannon, small arms, Sec. main- 
tain a temporary defence, until a few falling from the superiority 
of numbers, they at length yield, and deliver themselves up. 

Vessels bound lo Senegal* the coast of Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
the Cape de Verde Islands, should vigilantly watch the currents 
that invariably set in from the west towards this deceitful coast, 
which has in limes past and now continues to enveigle ships to 
destruction. A (lat hazy coast dilhcult to be perceived at a 
distance is the bane of navigators, who too often terminate their 
iaard fate on this coast, it is impossible sufficiently to impress 
on the minds of our valuable mariners the dangers of this coast, 
and their subsequent sufferings; sufferings which no tongue 
can utter, no pen can accurately describe. 

About three leagues from this Oat shore off Wedinoon, or the 
river Akassa, a bank of sand near tlie level of the water extends 
southward towards Cape Bojador, extremely dangerous to 

* I will here mention a stratagem by which a sailor, a few years since, saved a 
ibip on this coast, as it may be of uie to some future navigator : — I'lie vessel wan 
BlraDded, ami one of the crew being a Spaniartl, who bad been used lo fish there 
from (he Canaries, adviaed lite Captain to lei go an anchor, as iftbe vessel were 
riding and in Bufely : some Arabs coining on board, the caplam told them lo bring 
iheir gums and other produce, for ihHt they were come to trade will) them, and 
were going away again in a few days; as it happened to be low waler, the vessel 
on the return ol the tide floated, they then weighed anchor, and sei sail^ leaving 
the Arabs asloniitied at liietr nnexprded deparlttre. 
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approach; moreover, I have reason to Ijelicve, that this coast 
is laid down too far to the eastward in all our maps. 

The Aiabs going nearly in a slate of nature, wearing nothing 
but a cloth or rag lo cover their nakedness, immediately strip 
their unhappy victims, and march them up the country bare- 
footed, like themselves. The feet of Europeans, from their not 
being accustomed, like the Arabs, to this mode of travelling, 
soon begin to swell with the heat of the burning sand over 
which they pass; tlie Arab considering only his booty, does not 
give himself the trouble to enquire into the cause of this, but 
abstemious and unexhausted himself, he conceives his unfoi^ 
tunate captive will, by dint of fatigue and travelling, become 
so too. In these marches the Europeans suffer the pains of 
fatigue and hunger in a most dreadful degree; for the Arab (vilt 
go50 miles a day without tasting food, and at night will content 
himself with a little barley meal mixed with cold water: misera- 
ble fare for an English seaman, who (to use the term that is ap- 
plied to the richest men among the Arabs) cats meat every 
day. 

They carry the Christian captives about the Desert, lo the 
different markets to sell them, for they very soon discover that 
their habits of life render them altogether unserviceable, or very 
inferior to the black slaves, which they procure from Tiai- 
buctoo. After tiavelling three days to one market, five lo ano- 
ther, nay sometimes fourteen, they at length become objects of 
commercial speculation, and the itinerant Jew traders, who 
wander about Irom Wedinoon to sell theirwares, find means 
to barter for them tobacco, salt, a cloth garment, or any other 
thing, just as a combinalioa of circumstances may offer, and then 
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return to Wedinoon with the purchase. If the Jew have a cor- 
respondent at Mogodor, he writes to hitn, that a ship had been 
wrecked, mentioning the flag or nation she belonged to, and re- 
quests him to inform the agent, or consul, of the nation of which 
the captain is a subject; in the mean lime flattering tlie poor 
men, that they will shortly be liberated and sent to Mogodor, 
where they will meet tlieir countrymen : a long and tedious 
servitude, however, generally follows, for want of a regular 
fund at Mogodor (or the redemption of these peoi)lc. I'he agent 
can do nothing l)ut write to the consul-geneial at Tangier; this 
takes up nearly a month, before an answer is received, and. the 
merchaiils at Mogodor being so little protected by their respec- 
tive governments, and having various immediate uses for their 
money, are very unwilling to advance it for the European interest 
of five percen'.: so that the lirne lost in writing tothe govern- 
ment of the country lo M'hom the unfortunate captives belong, 
the necessity of procuring the money for their purchase previ- 
ous to their emancipation, and various other circumstances, ibrai 
impediments lo their liberation. Sometimes, after being ex- 
changed several times from one owner to another, they find 
themselves in the inmost recesses of the desert, their patience is 
exhausted, the tardiness and supineness of diplomacy efFaces all 
hope, and after producing despondency, they arc at length/ 
under promises of good treatment, induced to abjure Chris- 
tianity, and accordingly become Mooselmin ; after wliich their 
fate is scaled, and they terminate their miserable existence, 
rendered insuppoi table by a chain of calamities, in the Desert, 
to the disgrace of Christendom, and the nation inider whose 
colours ihey navigated. If the interest of the munificent be- 
cjuest of Mr, 'Ihomas Belton, (who himself experienced during 
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his life ihe calamity of bondage in Barbary), which now amounts, 
at simple inlercbt, to 55/100/., had been appropriated, agreea- 
bly to the spirit of his will,* to the alleviation of the dreadful 
sutTerings; to shortening the duration of captivity; to esta- 
blishing (with the Emperor of Marocco's consent) a respectable 
resident agent, who, to a knowledge of the country, people, aud 
language, added such a pbilanlhropic disposition, as would in- 
duce him (0 exert his utmost energies towards the emancipation 
of these poor unfortunate men, and direct his time and atten- 
tion exclusively to this charitable and laudable object, how 
many an unfortunate Englishman would have been delivered 
from bondage? how many of our valuable countr)'men would 
have returned to their families and connections? how many 
valuable sailors would be navigating on the ocean, who, 
dreadful to relate, are now bereft of all hope of ever again seeing 
their native land, and are dragging out a miserable existence 
in the interior of the wild, uncouth African Desert? It is 
true, that a competent agent would, witli dithculty, be fouud ; 
the inducements of African commerce have not led many of 
our countrymen to exile themselves from civilized society, to 
pass their days in regions like these; but where remuneration 
is offered adequate to the sacrifice, an efficient agent might pro- 
bably be procured, whose philanthropic soul, glowing with the 
anticipation of relieving so many useful members of society ; of 
being instrumental in alleviating the hard sufferings of so many 

• Mr. ThomaBBellon.of Hoxtoii-Bquare, aTurkej' aierchant, byhis will, dated 
in 1784, devised lo the Ironmongers Company ia trust abuut 26,0001. one muiety 
of ihe interest and profit thereof to be perpetually employed in the redemption of 
British captives from Moorish slavery. See Maitlaud's History of Liondon. See 
also Mr. Betton's will proved at Ductor'a Commons 15th June 1725, by bi> exe- 
cutors, viz by John Cox, and four others of ibe IroamungerB Company. 
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fellow creatures, would exult in seir-satisfacuon, and would 
experience, in the accomplishment of tliis great and national 
object, pleasures 



- " compared with whic 



" The laurels ihat a Csetitr reaps are weeds," CowrsR. 

1 knew an instance where a merchant of Mogodor (Mr. James 
Renshaw) had advanced the money for one of these captives, 
who, had his ransom not been paid by him to the Arab, would 
have been obliged to return to the south, where he would have 
been sold, or compelled to embrace the Mohammedan religion ; 
for the British Vice-Consul had not the purchase money, nor 
any orders to redeem him, having previously sent to the Consul- 
Gcneral an account of tlie purchase of the rest of the crew. 
This man was dcUvered up by the merchant who had redeemed 
him, to the British Vice-Consul, to whom he looked for pay- 
ment; various applicalions were made to the Consul-General, 
but the money was not paid two yeai^s afterwards, all applica- 
tions to government having failed ; a representation of the case 
was next made to the Ironmongers company in L,ondon,* which 
;igictd lo pay the merchant ihe money he had advanced. The 
purchase-money in this case was paid to me as agent for Mr. Ren- 
shaw, and including the cost of clothes (for the man was naked 
ivhen purchased) did not amount aUogeiher to forty pounds ; 
there was, however, so much trouble attending the accomplish- 
ment of the business, that no individual merchant has since 
ventured to make an advance on a similar security ; for, not to 
mention the dithculty of recovering the principal at the expira- 
tion of a long period, the value of money is such at Mogodor, 
that merchants are unwilling to advance it at a low interest, six 
per cent- per month being often paid for ti. It is in this manner 
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that the subjects of a great maritime power have been nej^Tcctcd 
in a country where, by adopting some judicious regulations, a!I 
the hardships oT bondage, ;nid the privations which necessarily 
follow in a barren country, might he prevented. 

The coast of Noon or VVedinoon extends to the southward 
nearly as far as Cape Bojador. The Wed Akassa, or river 
Akassa, (which is eiroiieously called in the maps the river Nun, 
and in some Daradus), is a large stream from the sea lo the 
town of Noon, which is about fifteen miles inland, and about 
two miles in circumference ; from hence the river becomes 
shallow and narrow ; it is to the southward of this river, that 
the ships are generally wrecked. Between the river Akassa and 
the province of Ait Bamaran in Suse, is a peninsula extending 
into the ocean, resembling that on which Mogodor is built, 
where are the remains of a fort built formerly by the Portuguese, 
but evacuated by iheni at the lime they discovered America; 
they afterwards endeavoured to obtain possession of it, for the 
purpose of establishing a commercial factory, but the natives 
objected to the proposal. The French have been endeavouring lo 
establish a settlement here at the nearest point of coast to Timbuc- 
iooy ivith which errporiiim tkeij are anxious to become better ac- 
quainted. The district ofWedinoon is nominally in the Emperor 
of Marocco*s dominions, but lately no army having been sent 
farther south than Teiodant, the Bashaw Alkaid Mohammed 
ben Delemy being deceased, this district has suffered neglect, 
and I apprehend the people pay no taxes or tenths; the Em- 
peror has even hiely ordered his Bashaw of Haha to purchase 
the British slaves that had been wrecked there. This place being 
thus only nominally in his dominions is another impediment 
lo the ledeniption of the mariners who happen to be ship- 
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wrecked about Weilinoon, for if llie Emperor had tbe same 
aiithorily over ihis district, that he has over the provinces 
north of the river Suse, measures might be adopted by the Con- 
sul, aclitip under his orders, for their dehverv, without pecuniary 
disbursement. 

Whilst the Europeans remain in tlie hands of the Arabs and 
Jews, they are employed in various domestic services, such as 
bringing water, possibly the distance of nine or ten miles, to 
llie hahilatiun, and in collecting fire-wood. In pcrforaiiug these 
otFices, their feet, being bare, and treading on the heated sand, 
becotne blistered and inflamed, the sandy particles penetrate 
into these blisters when broken, and irritate in such a manner as 
sometimes to cause mortification, and death. The young lads* 
of which there are generally two or three in every ship's crew, 
are generally seduced by tlie Arabs to become Mohammedans; 
in this case, the Sheick or chiel of the duar adopts him, and 
initiates him in the Koran, by sending liim to the (iMdursa) 
seminary, where he learns to read the sacred volume, and is 
instructed in the pronunciation of the Arable language; he is 
named after the Sheick who adopts him, after which an Ara- 
bian woman is offered to him as a wife ; he marries, has a 
laniHy, and becomes one of the clan, tlius abandoning lor ever 
the religion of his father, his native country, and his connexions. 

The state ofdomestic comfort enjoyed by Christians established 
in West Burbary or Marocco is far from being impeded by those 
degrading distinctions practised in Egjpt and other Mohamme- 
dan countries, where ihey are not allowed to ride on horses (the 
prophet's beast), to wear green (the prophet's colour,) &c. &c. ; 
here they may do either : they may even enter towns on horse- 
back, a privilege, however, which was not granted till of late 
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years: Mons. Chenier, the French consul, first broke through 
ihis degrading custom, for being opposed by the gate-keepers 
at Saffy, he drew his sword, and forced his entrance, adding, 
that no one should stop the representative of the King of 
France: and when I went to Agadeer, by order of the Sultan 
Muley Yezzid, to establish a commercial intercourse with Hol- 
land, on my arrival at the gate, the Bashaw's son objected lo 
my entering on horseback, alleging, that it was near a sanc- 
tuary, and that Christians had never been allowed to enter the 
gate on horseback; I immediately turned my horse, ordered 
the baggage to be put on board the ship from which I had just 
landed, and declared, that I would not reside in any town, 
where I was not on an equal footing with a Mooselmin ; but the 
old Bashaw, El Hayanie, a man of ninety years of age, sent two 
of his sons to reijuest me to return : " Old customs," said he, 
(whenl afterwards met him at the gale,) " are abolished; we wish 
lo see (his place flourish with commerce, as in its former esta- 
blishment; enterand goout on horseback when everyou please;" 
accordingly, ever since ihis circimistance, Christians have been 
allowed to enter the town on horseback : they may ride about 
the country in safely, and anmse themselves in the sports of the 
field ; they are not obi iged to stop at the approach of a Bashaw 
or his family, or to alight till the great man has passed;* it is 
expected that he salute him in his own country fashion, by 
taking off his hat, which, however, is considered by Mooselmin 
(unaccustomed to Christians) much in the same light that we 
ihould a man taking off his wig; for they go uncovered in prc- 

* This latler is expected by a prince of the first dignity ; bat I have oft«o 
paised princes on horseback milhoul being required to alight : oa luch ocnuioo* 
1 uncovered, and bowed id the European nianDcr. 
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scnce of ihe Emperor, or wear a red cap, which is a substitute 
for a wig, their heads being shaved. 

Of the vessels wrecked iiom time to time on the coast of the 
Desert, or Sahara, many are probably never heard of; but if 
any of tlie crew survive their hardships, they are induced, 
seeing no prospect of emancipation, to become Mahommcdans, 
and nothing is afterwards known or heard of them ; the vessel 
is supposed by its owners to have foundered at sea, and all 
passes into oblivion. Of vessels whose loss has been learnt by 
any chance (such as that of the sailors falling into the hands of 
VVedinoon Jews, or Moors), there may have been from llieyear 
1790, to the year 1806, thirty of different nations, part of whose 
crews have afterwards found their way to Marocco, and given 
some account of their catastrophe; these may be thus divided, 

English - - - - - 17 

French . - - - - 5 

American . - - - 5 

Dutch, Danish, Swedish, fcc. - 5 

Of the English vessels the crews probably amounted to 200 
men and boys, who may be thus accounted for: 

Young men and boys either drowned, killed, or induced to 
embrace the Mohammedan religion - - 40 

Old men and others killed by the Arabs in the first scu£Qe, 
when making opposition, or defending themselves ! also _ 
drowned in getting ashore - - - - - 4Qt, 

Dispersed in various parts of the Desert, after a lapse of 
lime, in consequence of the Consul making no offers suf- 
ficiently advantageous to induce the Arabs to bring them 
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to Mogodor (which should always be done as soon as 
possible after the wreck, and a price given superior to 
that of a native slave) - . . - . 40 

120 

Redeemed after a tedious existence among Ike Arabs of from one 
to five years, or more, originating from various causes, such as 
a want of application being made through the proper channel, 
•want of remitting money for their purchase, or want of a com- 
petent agent settled on the coast. go 

If any nation of Europe ought to enquire into the mode of 
remedying this evil, it is certainly Great Britain, whose in- 
fluence at the Court of Marocco, by adopting a judicious system, 
might be made very considerable and advantageous to the 
country; a small sum would be sufficient at Mogodor (if the 
expense of an express agent for this particular purpose were 
disapproved), if deposited in the hands of the Vicc-Consul, or 
any merchant of respeclabihty, where it might remain ready to 
be employed in the purchase of these unfortunate people, and 
by allowing a sum rather above the price of a black slave, the 
Arabs would immediately bring ihem to Mogodor, knowing 
they could depend on an adequate price; by this means they 
might be procured for Iialf wliat they now cost; and it would 
be an infinitely better plan than that of soliciting the Emperor 
to procure them through the Bashaw of Suse; for, besides the 
delay, and consequent protracted sufferings of the captives, the 
favour is undoubtedly considered by the Emperor as incalcu- 
lably more than the cost and charges of their purchase.* 

* Ai m furlbec proof of the pntclicability of eslublishing an advanlageoBi 
■lliance wilb the prescDL Emperor, it ihould be here observed, tlinl his piedeco- 
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It is generally a month or two before the news of a shipwreck 
reaches Mogodor, at which time, if a fund were tliere deposited, 
in the iiands of a competent agent, a hundred and fifty dollars 
would be sufficient to purchase each man; yet, often from the 
scarcity of specie, or the various commercial demands which 
the merchants have for their money, they have it not in their 
power (however philanthropically disposed) to redeem these 
poor men : and if they do, it is at their own risk, and they must 
necessarily wait to know if the government chooses to reimburse 
(heir expenses. 

sors often obliged the English to send an ambassador, with presents, &c. to solicit 
the liberation of British seamen ; bat Muley Soliman gives them up to the British 
consul, without exacting tuch kind of remHntration. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Commercial Relaiions of the Empire of Marocco with Timbucloo^ 
and other Districts of Soudan — Route of the Caravans to and 
from Soudan — Of Ike Citij of Timbucloo~The Productive Gold 
Mines in its Vicinage — Of the navigable Intercourse between 
Jinnie and Timbuctoo ; and from the latter to Cairo in Egypt: 
the whole being collected from the most authentic and corrobor- 
ating testimonies of the Guides oj the Caravans^ Itinerant Mer- 
chants of Soudan t and other creditable sources of Intelligence. 

1 iMBUCTOo,* the great emporium of central Africa, has 
from time immemorial carried on a very extensive and lucra- 
tive trade with the various maritime States of North Africa, 
viz. Marocco, Tunis, Algier, Tripoli, Egypt, &c. by means of 
(akkabaahs] accumulated caravans, wiiich cross the great Desert 
of Sahara, generally between the months of September and 
April inclusive; ilicse akkabaahs consist of several hundred 
loaded camels, accompanied by the Arabs who let ihem to the 
merchants, for the transport of their merchandize to FaS| 
Marocco, kc. at a very low rate. During their route, they arc 
often exposed to the attacks of the roving Arabs of Sahara, 
who genentUy commit iheir depredations as they approach the 
confines of the Desert. 

• See the author's leller to Sir Joseph Banks in Proceedings of the Asfloeiation 
for Promwiing ibe Discovery of the Interior Parts of Africa, in 2 vols. 8to. 
vol. ii. page SG4. 
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In this fatiguing journey, the akkabaahs do not proceed in 
a direct line across the trackless Desert to the place of their 
destination, but turn occasionally eastward or wes[w;ird, accord- 
ing to the situation of" certain fertile, inhabited, and cultivated 
spots, interspersed in various parts ofSahara, like islands iu the 
ocean, called Oas,* or Oases; these serve as v/atering-places to 
the men, as well as to feed, refresh, and replenish the hardy 
and palieut camel : at each of these Oases, theakkabaah sDJourns 
about seven days, and then proceeds on its journey, until it 
reaches another spot of the same description. In the interme- 
diate journies, the hot and impetuous winds denominated 
Shame,*!' convert the Desert into a moveable sea, aptly deno- 



* rV^ JE/icaA; lliii lathe Arabic name; modern Europeaas have, by adding ao 
s made it watis, ibc Romans not having tne latter w have madif it oas, and by the 
propensity to use this letter, it has been again added to make it plural ; hence tha 
word oasis, or wahsis. The plural in Arabic U Kl fVuhaht. 

t j*^' Asshume, or Shume; this wind has been already mentioned; during 
its coniinuaDce, it is impossible to live in the upper rooms of the houses, the inha- 
bitants, therefore, retire to subterriineuiis aparlmenls, cellars, or warehouses on the 
ground floor, eating nothing Out fruil.4, as the water melon, and the prickly pear, 
for animal food at this period is loathsome whilst hot, and has scarcely time to 
cool before it becomes tainted. The walls ol the bed chambers being of stone, 
buckets of water are thrown against them to render ihe rooms habitable towards 
night; and so great is their heat, that in doing this, the effect is similar to what ia 
produced by casting water on hot iron. I huve fell ilie Shume 20 leagues out ^t 
sea; when in lai. north 30", longituite west 1 1' 30*, l astonished the captaiuof the 
ship, by directing his attention to particles of sand which fell on the deck ; and 
although the mariners actually collected about a wine glass full of this sand by 
^weeping the deck, yet he would scarcely credit the cause to which I ascribed U, 
until we reached Agudeer, when he met with many daily proofs of the extra- 
ordinary effects of this tremendous wind. I never found any extreme inconveni- 
ence from the Shume north of the province of Suse, nltliough at Mogodor it is 
sometimes felt, but bcldom or ever continues more than three days. 

The Akkabaahs are sometimes obliged suddenly to strike their tents, and proceed 
on their journey, from the Shume arising, and drifting the loose sand along the 



SB4 



JRoutes of the Caravans 



minated by the Arabs (El Bahar btlla maa), a sea witliotit 
waler, more dangerous llian the perfidious waves oi" the ocean. 
In the midst of the latter the pilot always entertains some hopes, 
but in these parching Deserts, the traveller never expects 
safety, but from the cessation of the wind. If it continues, the 
most numerous caravuns are often buried under mountains of 
sand, which, like the tempestuous billows in a storm, advance 
in an undulating manner, stopping and accumulating wherever 
they find the smallest substance to impede theii' progress, inso- 
much that in a few liours a mountain of sand is thus accumu- 
lated, where it was before an uninterrupted plain, then the 
wind shifting, scatters in the air these newly constructed moun- 
tains, forming amidst this chaos dreadful gulphs and yawning 
abysses ; the traveller continually deceived by the aspect of the 
place, can discover his situation only by the position of the 
stars; moreover ihe desiccating nature of these winds is such, 
that they exhale the water carried in skins by the camels for 
the use of the passengei's and drivers; on these occasions, the 
Arabs and people of Soudan affirm, that 500 dollai's have been 
given for a draught of water, and that 10 or 20 are commonly 
given when a partial exhalation has occurred. 

In 1805, a caravan proceeding from Timbuctoo to Tafilelt, 

plains, which aUaches lo every fi^ed object Id lis course, and soon buries it. 
Salary, who often sacrificea truth to ihe pomp of language, hasconiniitieiJagross 
error in deechbing ihe Ueserl ; he sayi — " Woe lo him, whom a whirlwind from 
the soulh surprises in the midst of the solitude, if he have not a tent to shelter him ; 
he is assailed by clouds of burning dust which fills hia eyes, ears, and mouth, aud 
deprives him of ihe faculty of sight and breaihing." (See Letters on Egypt.) 
Now, so far from tents being any permanent protection during these winds, they 
are rather an annoyance, for it is impossible to keep iheni upright; and if i hey 
are not immediately struck, they, and ail within them, are soon buried ia theover- 
wheln)ing torrent of sand. 
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was disappoinled, in not finding water at one of the usual 
watering-places, wlien, horrible to relate, the whole of the 
persons belonging to it, 2000 in number, besides 1800 camels, 
perished of thirst! Accidents of this sort account for the vast 
quantities ol human and other bones which are found mingled 
together in various parts o( the Desert. 

It is generally alliruied, that the guides, to whom the charge 
of conducting these numerous and accumulated caravans is 
committed, in their routes to and from Marocco, direct their 
course by the scent of the sandy earth; but I could never dis- 
cover any reasonable foundation for such an opinion, and ap- 
prehend it to I>c an artful invention of their own, to impose on 
the credulity of this superstitious and ignorant people, and thus 
to enhance the value of their kuowicdge. These guides possess 
some idea of" astrology, and the situation of certain stars, and 
being enabled by the two pointers to ascertain the polar star, 
they can by tliat tmvarying guide steer their course with con- 
siderable precision, preferring often travelling in the night, 
rather than under llie suffocating heat of the effulgent meri- 
dian sun. 

When the akkabaah reaches Akka, ihe fiist station on this 
side of the Desert, and situated on tlie conHnes thereof, in Lower 
Suse, which is a part of Bled-el-jerrede, the camels and guides 
are discharged, and others there hired to proceed to Fas, Ma- 
rocco, Terodatit, Tafilell, and other places. 

The akkahaahs perform the traverse of the Desert, including 
their sojournments at ENwahabt, or Oases, in about 130 days. 
Proceeding from the city of Fas, tlicy go at the rate of 3^ miles 
an hour, and travel seven hours a day; they reach VVedinoon, 
Talta, or Akka in eighteen days, where they remain a mouth, 
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as tlic grand accumulated akkabaah proceeds from the latter 
place. 

In going from AkVa toTagassa* they employ sixteen days, 
here sojourning hftceu days more to replenish their camels; 
they then proceed to the Oasis and Well of Taudeny, which 
they reach in seven days ; here again they remain fifteen days; 
their next route is to Arawan, another watering place, which 
they reach in seven days ; here iliey sojourn fifteen days ; and 
then proceed and reach Timbuctoo the sixth day, making a 
journey of fifty-four days actual travelling, and of seventy-live 
days repose, being altogether, (rom Fas to Timbuctoo, one 
hundred and twenty-nine days, or four lunar months and nine 
days.-t 

There Is another akkabaah which sets out from Wediuoou 
and Sok Assa, and traversing the Desert between the black 
mountains of Cape Bojador and Gualata, touches at Tagassa, El 
Garble (both g"s guttural, being the letter p), or West Tagassa, 
and staying there to col lect salt, proceeds to Timbuctoo. The 
time occupied by this akkabaah is five or six months, as it goes 
as far as Jibbel-el-bied, or the White Mountains, near Cape 
Blanco, through the desert of Mogralfra and Woled Abbuscbah, 
to a place called Agadeen,| wheie it sojourns twenty days. 

The akkabaahs which cross the Oesert may be compared to 
our fleets of merchant vessels under convoy, the (siaia) convoy 
of the Desert being two or more Arabs, belonging to Uie tribe 

* A person pronouncing this word in Africo, unless lie knows [he power and 
force of the letter c, and how to pronounce tlial difficult guttural, would be unn 
ble to make himself InLelligible. 

t Some akkabaahs perform the joiirnpy in leas, I myself having, when I had a 
commercial eUiiblishment at Agadecr, received ti carav.-in of gum Soudun from 
Timbuctoo in eighty-two days. J Arguiu in the maps. 
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through whose territory the caravan passes ; thus, in passing th« 

territory of Woled Abbusebah, they are accompanied by two 
Sebayh^es, or people of that country, who ou reaching the con- 
fines of the territory of Woled DeUm, receive a remuneration, 
and return, delivering theni to the protection of two chiefs of 
Woled Deleim ; these again conducting them to the confines of 
the territory of the Mograftra Arabs, to whose care they deliver 
them, and so on, till they reach Timbuctoo : any assault made 
against the akkabaah during this journey, is considered as an in- 
sult to the whole clan to which the (stata) convoy belongs, and 
for which they never fail to seek ample revenge. 

Besides these grand accumulated caravans, there are others 
which cross the Desert, on any emergency, without a stata or 
guard of soldiers ; but this is a perilous expedition, and they are 
too often plundered near the northern confines of the Desert, 
by two notorious tribes, called Dikna and Emjot.* These fero- 
cious hordes are most cruel and sanguinary, poor and misera- 
ble, ignorant of (heir situation, but unsubdued and free; when 
they attack the akkabaahs they generally succeed; sometimes 
ihey put all the persons lo death, except those whom they 
cannot pursue. In the year 1798, an akkabaah consisting 
oitwo thousand canieli loaded with Soudanic produce, together 
with seven hundred slaves, was plundered and dispersed, and 
many were killed. These desperate attacks are conducted in 
the following manner: a whole clan picket their horses at the 
entrance oi tlieir tents, and send out scouts lo give notice when 
an akkabaah is likely to pass; these being mounted on the 



• There is an emigralion from this tribe of one hundred families, now residing 
in several enciiinpiaeiit& near the eity of Murocco. •idw OnSt % 
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Heirie, or Shrubba Er'reeh, quickly communicale ihe inlelli- 
gence, and the whole clan mount their horses, taking with them 
a sufficient number of (niag) female camels, to supply them with 
food {they living altogether on the milk of that animal); they 
place themselves somewhere in ambush near an oasis, or waler- 
ing-place, from whence they issue on the arrival of the akka- 
baah, which they plunder of every thing, leaving the unfortu- 
nate merchants, if ihey spare their lives, entiiely destitute. 

Those who have philosophy enougli to tonline their wants 
solely to what nature requires, would view the individual hap- 
piness of the people who compose llic caravans, with approba- 
tion. Their food, dress, and accommodation, are simple and 
natural; proscribed from the use of wine, and intoxicating 
liquors, by their religion, and exhorted by its principles to 
temperance, they are commonly satisfied with a few nourishing 
dates, and a draft of water; and ihey will travel for weeks sue- 
cessively without any other food ; at other times, a little barley 
meal and cold water is the extent of their provision, when they 
undertake a journey of a few weeks across the Desert ; living in 
ibis abstemious manner, they never complain, but solace them- 
selves with a hope of reaching tlieir native country, singing 
occasionally during the journey, whenever tlicy approach any 
habitation, or whenever the camels appear fatigued ; these 
songs are usually sung in trio, and in the chorus all the camel 
drivers, who have a musical voice, join ; it is worthy observa- 
tion, how much these songs renovate the camels, and the sym- 
phony and time they keep surpasses what any one would 
imagine, who had not heard tliem. In traversing the Desert 
they generally contrive to terminate the day's journey at i'Asaw 
a term which they appropriate to our four o'clock, P. M. so that 
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between that period and the setting sun, the tents are pitched, 
prayers said, and the (Lashaw) supper got ready ; after which 
they sit round in a circle, and talk till sleep overcomes them, 
and next morning, at break of day, they proceed again on their 
journey. 

The Arabic language, as spoken by the camel diivers, is 
peculiarly sweet and soft ; tlie guttural and harsh letters are 
softened, and with all Its energy and perspicuity, wlien pro- 
nounced by them, is as soft, and more sonorous than the 
Italian; it approaches the ancient Korannick language, and 
has suffered but little alteration these twelve hundred years. 
The Arabs of Morafl'ra, and those of \A'oled Abbusebali, fre- 
quently hold an eviempore conversation in poetry, at whicli 
the women are adepts, and never fail to shew attention to those 
young Arabs who excel in tliis intellectual and refined amuse- 
ment.* 

The articles transported by thecompany of merchants trading 
from Fas to Timbuctoo, are principally as follows: various 
kinds of German linens, viz. plattllias, rouans, brettanias, mus- 
lins of ditfeieiit qualities, particularly muls, Irish linens, cam- 
bricks, fine cloths of particular colours, coral beads, amber 
beads, pearls, Bengal raw silk, brass nails, coffee, fine Hyson 
teas, refined sugar, and various manufactures of Fas and Tafi- 



• During my visil lo the Viceroy of Suse, Mohammed ben Delemyj he intro- 
duced me lo four Arabs of ihe Woled Abbusebah tribe, who conversed in our 
presence on various subjects, in litis poetic manner, and it is astonishing what 
accuracy in measure and expression is acquired by a long habit in this mode of 
eniertainnienl. The old Em peror, Seedy Moliamnicd, encouraged this poetic 
conversation, and when any 0!ie excelled, he never failed tii reward him muni- 
ficently ; for although nu scholar himself, he enc»uraged every oue who contri- 
buted to diffuse a knowledge of the Arabic language. 
P P 
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lelt, viz. shawls and sashes of silk and gold, hayks of silk, of 
cotton and silk mixed, of cotton and of wool ; also an immense 
quantity of (hayk filelly) Tafilelt hayks, a particularly light 
and fine manufacture of that place, and admirably adapted to 
the climate of Soudan ; to these may be added red woollen 
caps, the general covering of the head, turbans, Italian silks, 
nutmegs, cloves, ginger, and pepper; Venetian beads, cowries, 
and a considerable quantity of tobacco and salt, the produce of 
Barbary and Bled-el-jerrede. 

The produce of Soudan, returned by the akkabaahs, for the 
above articles, consists principally in gold dust, twisted gold 
rings of VVangara,* gold rings mude atJinnie,-}- bars of gold, 
elephants' teeth, guni of Soudan, (gnza Saharawie) grains of 
Sahara, called by Europeans grains of paradise, odoriferotis 
gums, called el b'korr'h Soudan, tiiuch esteemed by the Arabs 
for fumigating, to which they ascribe many virtues; a great 
number of slaves, purchased at Timbuctoo, frotn the VVanga- 
reeu, Houssonian, and other slatees,J who bring them from 

* I presented one of iheEe rings, some years since, to Mr. James Willis, ci-de- 
vaot consul for SeDi-Gambia ; they are of pure gold, twisted, and npea at the 
extremity, for the purpose of insertiug them in the middle cartilage of the nose; 
and such is the fashion, that It is esteemed more genteel to appear in rags with a 
nose-ring, than in line garmeDUt ivithaat one. t saw a party of these Waniiareena 
whilst I was on a visit to the Viceroy of Suae, the Khalif Mohammed ben Deleiny, 
who, when eating, threw the ring upwards, tu preyent it from comiug in contact 
with their muuth. 

+ The Arabs acknowledge the superiority of Europeans in mechanical arts, and 
»llow that they excel the Africans in general, wiih the exception, however, of 
the working in gold, in which tlie natives of Jmnie do most eminently excel. I 
have seen trinkets, particularly a figure of an eagle, of such workmanship as 
would have been difficult to imitaie cither in England or France) 

} Slatee is a slave merchant, or eelki of racu. 
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those regions wViich border on ihe Jibbel Kumra,* or Mnuntaini 
of the Moon, a chain which, with little or no intermission, runs 
through the continent of Africa Irom west to east, viz. from 
Assentce in the west, to Abyssinia in the east. 

Ostrich feathers and aniber^rris are collected on the confines 
of the Desert, and are added to the merchandize before men- 
tioned- The gold jewels of Jinnie-f- are denominated by the 
Arabs El Herrez, from the supposed charm they contain ; they 
are invariably of pure gold, and some of them of exquisite 
workmanship, and of various forms, but hollow in the middle 
for the purpose of containing the Herrez, or amulet, which con- 
sists of passages from the Koran, arranged in some geometrical 
figure, on paper, which being enclosed in the gold jewel, is 
suspended from the neck, or tied round the arms, legs, or else- 
where. These charms have various and particular powers at- 
tributed to liiem, some insuring the wearer against the effects 
of an evil eye, others from an evil mind ; some are intended to 
secure a continuation of prosperity and happiness, or to avert 
misfortune, whilst others secure to the wearer health and 
strength. This superstition, and predilection for charms, pei> 
vades the greater part of Africa: thus, in the northern 

* Soroeilmes called Jibbel Kumrie, or the White or Lunar coloured Moun- 
tains (see mcip the 2d) ; bo a white horK is called by the Arabs a moon-coloured 
horse (aoud knmri). 

t It majr not be irrelevaat here to observe, that the air oFJiunie is inimical to 
all but those of Soudanic origin, that is negroes, on which account the Arabs, 
Moors, and others, denominated El Horreh, careruH; avoid entering the town, 
but transact any business in the adjacent plains. The inhabiLints, who are nnlver- 
sall; black, are adepts in the occult sciences, and hither men of alt descriptions, 
who are infected with the worm of super^^titioo, resort to graiifj the phantasms of 
tbeir heated imagiuation, by puichaiiog the charms, or incautatioiu mentioned 
in the text. 
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maritime' states, in Suse, and other parts of Bled-el-jerrede, the 
falceers, or saints, attach hall'a hundred Herrez fwiihout, how- 
ever, the gold covering, for which they substitute a leathern 
one) to different parts of tlieir body, and even to the horses : at 
Marocco I have seen eleven round one horse's neck.* I'he in- 
habitants of these counlrics imagine no disorder incident to 
mankind can attack citlier man or beast without tlie aid of 
some (jin) spirit, or departed soul, or (drubba del'ain) an evil 
eye. 

The slaves brought by ihe akicabaahs are more or less valu- 
able in Barbary, according to their beauty and symmetry of 
person, and also according to their age, and the country from 
whence they are procured: thus a Wangareen slave is not 
worth so much as one from Houssa ; the former benig a gross, 
stupid people, lUlle superior in undeislanding to the brute 
creation, whilst those of Houssa are intelligent, industrious, 
acute, and possess a peculiarly open and noble countenance, 
having prominent noses, and expressive black eyes ; those of 
'Wangara,on the contrary, have large mouths, thick lips, broad 
flat noses, and heavy eyes. A young girl ol Houssa, of exqui- 
site beauty, was once sold at Marocco, whilst I was there, for 
ibur hundred ducats,-f- whilst the average price of slaves is 
about one hundred, so much depends on the fancy, or the ima* 
gination of the purchaser. 

These slaves are treated very diBerently from the unhappy 
victims who used to be transported from the coast of Guinea, 

* 111 pDrcbBting horses I have cut off ihese incantntions, for which \\\ey hnve 
looked upiiD me as a desperate inlidd. 

+ The mjtknl, called by Europeans ducat, is woilh eight l^nlhs of a Mexico 
floltar, 01 St. 8d. sieiling. 
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and our seltlemenls on the Gambia, to tlie West India islands. 
After sufTering those privations, which all who traverse the 
African Desert must necessarily and equally submit to, mas- 
ters as well as servants and sl^ives, they are conveyed to Fas 
and Marocco, and alter being exhibited in tlie sotk, or public 
market place, they are sold to the highest bidiler, ivho carries 
tlicm to his home, where, if found faithful, they are considered 
as members of the family, and allowed an intercourse with the 
(horraht) free-born %vomen of the household. Being in the 
daily habit ol hearing the Arabic language spoken, tliey soon 
acquire a partial knowledge of it, and the Mohammedan re- 
ligion teaching the unity of God, they readily reject paganism, 
and embrace Mohammedanism; their Mooselmin masters then 
instil into their vacant minds, ready to receive the first impres- 
sion, the fundamental principles of the Mooselmin doctrine; 
the more intelligent learn to rend and write, and afterwards 
acquire a partial knowledge of the Koran; and such as can 
read and understand one chapter, from that time procure their 
emaiicipaiion from slavery, and the master exults in having 
converted an infidel, and in full failhj expects favour from 
heaven for the action, and for having liberated a slave. When 
these people do not turn their minds to reading, and learning 
the principles of Mohammedanism, they generally obtain their 
freedom after eight or ten years servitude ; for the more con- 
scientious Mooselmin consider them as servants, and purchase 
them for about the same sum that they would pay in wages to 
a servant during the above period, at the expiration of which 
term, by giving them their liberty, they, according to their 
religious opmions, acquire a bltssing from God, for having done 
an act, which a Mooselmin considers more meritorious in the 
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sight of Heaven, than the sacrifice of a goat, or even of a camel. 
This hberation is entirely voluntary on the part of the owner; 
and I have known some slaves so attached to their masters 
from good treatment, that when they have been offered their 
liberty, they have actually refused it, preferring to continue in 
servitude. It should not, however, be supposed, that the Arabs 
and Moors are always inclined thus to liberate these degraded 
people; on the contrary, some of them, particularly the laiter, 
are obdurate, and make an infamous traffic of them, by pur- 
chasing, and afterwards intermarrying them, for tlie purposes 
of propagation and of sale, when they are placed in the public 
market-place, and there turned about, and examined, in order 
to ascertain their value. 

The eunuchs which t!ie Emperor and princes keep to super* 
intend their respective Horems, are, for the most part, procured 
from the vicinage of Senaar in Soudan ; these crtatmes have 
shrill effeminate voices: they are emasculated in a peculiar 
manner, and sometimes in such a way, as not to be incapaci- 
tated from cohabiting wilh women ;* ihey are in general very 
fat and gross, and from tlie nature of the charge committed to 
them, become very confidential servants : indeed their fideliiy 
is surpassed only by their unbounded insolence. 1 knew one of 
these creatures, who was chief of the eunuchs supenntending 
the Horem of Mulcy Abd Salam.-j' at Agadeer, who was one 
hundred and ten years old ; he was then upright, and walked 
about without a stick. 

* An eanuch of the liorem of Moley Abd El \fe1k, nhtlit at Agadeer, had the 
aadacky to gobabit with one of llie concubines of the horem ; the pnnce heariDg 
of itj was to exasperated, that he ordered a puaislimeot to be inflicted npoa him 
which soon lermiaaled his existence. 

■f Elder brother lo the reigning sultan Soliman. 
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Persons unaccustomed Lo, or unacquainted with, the mode of 
living in Africa, may imagine the expense and trouble of con- 
veying the slaves across the Desert, would be more than the 
advantage derivable from their sale ; but it must be recollected 
that these people are very abstemious, particularly whilst tra- 
velling ; ten dollars expended in rice in VVangara is sufficient 
for a year's consumpLiou for one person; the wearing apparel 
is alike oeconomical, a pair of drawers, and sometimes a vest, 
forming all the clothing necessary in travci-sing the Desert. 

It is not ascertained when the communication between Bar- 
bary and Soudan was first opened, yet it is certain, that the 
enterprising expedition of Muley Arsheede lo the latter coun- 
try-f- tended considerably to encreasc and encourage the 

t Mulejr Arsheede, abuut the year I67O, proceeding lo Suse, laid siege to the 
sancLuary of Seedy Aly ben Aidar, near Ilirgli ; Seedy Aly, mnking his escape ia 
disguise, fled to Soudan, whilher he wa« folluwed by Muley Arsheede, who, oa 
his arrival on the confines of Soudan, between Timbucloo and Jinnie, was met by 
a numerous host of blacks, of the king of ihe negroes ; the prince deDianjled Aly 
ben Aidar, but the negro prince, who was king of Banibara, replied, that as tie 
bad claitned hia protection, it tvoulcl be an infringement on the laws of hospitatily 
to deliver liim up, adding, moreover, that he desired to know if the views of 
Arsheede were hostile or not ; to which the latter replied, after endeavouring ia 
vain to procure the per^ou of Aly, that he was not come hostilely, but was about 
to return, which he forthwith did ; and the Bambareen king having received 
from Aly two beautiful renegade virgins, was ao much flattered with the present, 
that he promised him any thing that lie ehould a«k; whereupon he requested 
permission to go to Timbuctoo, and to settle there -with his numerous followers, 
which being granted, he proceeded thither, and having established a Moorisb 
garrison, resided there several months, and afterwards returned to Barbary, bring- 
ing with him many thousand Bambareen blacks; but on his reaching Suse, he 
heard of liie death of Muley £1 Arsheede, and having then no further occasioa 
{\}r the blacks, he dismissed them ; they went to diflerent parts of the country, 
and served tiie inhabitants in order to procure subsistence ; but the politic Muley 
Ismael, who hud liien recently been proclaiuied, ordered them to be collected 
together, uad incorporated in his black army, whitfb waa. huffever, before this. 
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exchange of commodiiies, and caused ihe establishment of the 
company of Fas merchants, at Fas, as well as that of lUeir fac- 
tory at Timbucloo, which has continued to increase aad flourish 
ever since. 

The circulating medium at Timbuctoo is (libber) gold dust, 
which is exchanged for merchandize, thus a platulia is worth 
20 mizans* of gold : a piece of Irish linen, of 25 yards, is worth 
30 mizans : and loaf sugar is woith 40 mizans of gold per 
cjuintal. 

Having in some measure explained the nature of the trade 
with Timbuctoo, we may now proceed to discuss the extent of 
its territory, and aUhough this does not appear to have been 

TCry numerous, constsling, for ihe most part, of bliicks brought away from 
Soudan by Mnley Arsheede the year preceding. Muley hmuel also seized tbU 
opportunity of establishing liis power at I'lmbuctoo; mid he met with no oppo- 
Bition in putting that place under izunlrilmtion ; having sent fresh troops tu occupy 
the Moorish giirrison there, the inhnbilanis were glad to make a contribution in 
exchange for the protection and power which it nlfurded Ihem, for previous lo 
this, they had been subject to continual deprediniuiis from the Arabs of the 
aHjacent country, to whom they had been compelled 10 pay tribute as a security 
for their caravans, which were constantly passing the country of these Arabs, who 
are of iherace of Brabeeshee. 

In Ihe yeur 17^7> when Muley Ismael died, it is reported that be possessed an 
inimenhequaiiiiiy of gold, of ihi^puitly of which, some of his gold coins lo be seen 
at this day, at Timbuctoo, bewr testimony ; it is also said that the massive bolls itl 
his difiereiii palaces were of pure gold, as well aa the utensils of his kitchen. 
After his decease, however, llie tribute was not regularly transmitted, and his 
euccessora having no means of exacting ii, it was entirely discontinued : tlie 
Moorish garrison too intermarrying with tiie natives, and dispersing themselves 
about the vit:in.ige, has given lo the latter that tincture of Mooselmin manners 
which they are known in pos^sess, their descendants forming at this period a con- 
«ideiable pi>rtion of the i>oputalioi) of Timbuctoo. 

• Twtniy.four nuaih't make I tnizan ; i-^ mizan is equal to I Spanish ounce, 
or the weiglit iif n guld dollar, or doubloon. The value of a misan of gold is 
Hbout eleven shillings sletling. 
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ascertained, yet it may be said to extend norlhward to the con- 
fines of Sahara, or the Desert; a tract of country about ninety 
miles in breadth ; the western boundary is one hundred and 
thirty miles west of the city, and the eastern extends to the 
Bahar Soudan, or the Sea of Soudan, which is a lake formed by 
the Nile El Abeede, whose opposite shore is not discernible; 
this is the description given of it by the Soudanees, who have 
visited it; on its opposite or eastern shore begins the territory 
of white people hereafter mentioned, denominated by the 
Arabs (N'sarrath) Christians, or followers of Jesus of Nazareth : 
south of the river is another territory of immense extent, the 
boundary of which extends to Lamlem, or Melli, which latter 
is reported to be inhabited by one of the lost, or missing tribes 
of Israel. 

The city of Timbuctoo is situated on a plain, surromided by 
sandy eminences, about twelve miles north of the Nile El 
Abeede,-^ or NileoflheBlacks, and three (erhellat) days journey 
from the confines of Sahara : the city is about twelve miles in 
circumference, but withoutwalls. A ditch or excavation, about 
four cubits in depth, and the same in bread th, but without water, 
circumscribes the city. The town of Kabra, situated on the 
banks of the river, is its commercial depot, or port. By means 
of a water carriage east and west of Kabra. great facility is given 
lo the trade of Timbuctoo, from whence the various articles of 
European, as well as Barbary manufactures brought by the 
akkabaahs from the north of Africa, are distributed to the dif- 
ferent empires and states of Soudan, and the south. This great 
mart is resorted to by all nations, whither they bring the 

* The river Niger. 
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various products of their respective countries, to barter for the 
European and liarbary manufactures. 

The houses of Timbuctoo have, for the most part, no upper 
apartments: they are spacious, and of a square furin, wiih an 
opening in ihc centre, surrounded by a gallery similar to the 
houses at Fas and Marocco; they have no windows, as the 
doors, which are lofty and wide, opening in t!ie gallery before 
mentioned, admit sufficient light to the rooms when thrown 
open. The walls of the houses are erected thus: they put boards 
on each side of the wall, supported by stakes driven in the 
ground, or attached to other stakes laid trans\er8ely across the 
wall, the intermediate space is then filled with sand, mud, and 
lime, and beat down wiih large wooden mallets till it becomes 
hard and compact: the cases are left on lor a day or two; 
they then take thtm off, and move them higher up, until the 
wall be finished, which is generally erected to the heighth of 
eight or nine cubits.* Contiguous to the house door is a building 
consisting of two rooms, called a Duaria, in which visitors are 
received and entertained, so that they see nothing of the wotneD, 
who are extremely handsome. The men are so excessively 
jealous of their wives, that, when the latter visit a relation, they 
are obliged to muffle themselves up in every possible way to 
disguise their persons; their face also is covered with their 
garment, through which they peep with one eye to discover 
their way. 

In various parts of the city are spacious (fondaque) caravaa* 
seras, built on a plan similar to that of the houses, having a 
gallery round the area, the access to which is by stairs : the 

• Three quarters of a cubit make one yard. 
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rooms which surround and open inlo the gallery are very 
numerous, and are hired by merchants and strangers for ihcm- 
selves and their merchandize. These are private property, and 
the rooms are let each for about twenty skiat, or two dollars 
per month ; the agent of tlie proprietor of the fondaque usually 
resides in some apartment, in order to accommodate the stran- 
gers with provisions and other necessaries, having messengers, 
or porters, who perform the domestic offices of the house 
until the strangers become settled, and have leisure to provide 
themselves with domestics, or to purchase slaves from the 
market to cook their victuals, clean their rooms, and attend 
their persons, whilst (hey are employed in bartering and ex- 
changing their commodities till they have invested the whole in 
Soudanic produce, which they endeavour to accomplish by 
autumn (September), in order to be ready for the akkabaah, 
either to proceed to Marocco, Cairo, Jidda,* or elsewhere. 

The king, whose authority has been acknowledged at Tim- 
buctoo ever since the death of Muley Ismael, Emperor of Ma- 
rocco, is the sovereign of Bambarra ; the name of this poten- 
tate in 1800 was Woolo ; be is a black, and a native of the 
country which he governs; his usual phice of residence is 
Jinnie, though he has three palaces in Timbuctoo, which are 
said to contain an immense quantity of gold. Many of the civil 
appointments at Timbuctoo, since the decease of Muley Ismael 
before mentioned, and the consequent decline of the authority 

* Timbuf too, but more particularly Jionie, carries on a considerable trade to 
DarbeytH, a port in the Ked 8e;ij m the cuuntry ofSenaar, from wtieiice ihey are 
transported to Jidda, and other parts of (Yemio) Arabia Felix; ainiKig oth^r 
aHicles is an immetise quantity of the goldtrmkets ulitie maoutctuM ot Jinilie 
already meaUoned. 
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of ihe Emperor of Marocco, have been filled by Moors of Ma- 
roquin origin ;* but ihe mjliiary appointments, since the above 
period, have been entirely among negroes of Bambarra, ap- 
pointed by the King Woolo; the inhabitants are also for the 
most part Negroes, who possess much of the Arab hospitality, 
and pride themselves in being attentive to strangers. The 
various costumes exhibited in the market-places and streets, 
indicate the variety and extent of the commercial intercourse 
with the different nations of central Africa; the individuals 
being each habited in the dress of his respective country, ex- 
hibit a variety both pleasing and interesting to every stranger 
who goes there. 

The toleration in a country like this is particularly deserv- 
ing of notice. The Diwan, or L'Alemma, never interfere 
with the tenets of the various religions professed by the diffe- 
rent people, who resort to Timbuctoo for commercial or other 
purposes ; every one is allowed to worship the great Author 
of his being without restraint, and according to the reli- 
gion of his father, or in the way wherein he may have been 
initiated. 

The police of this extraordinary place is extolled, as surpass- 
ing any thing of the kind on this side of the Desert ; robbe* 
ries and house-breaking are scarcely known ; the peaceable in- 
habitants of the town each following their respective avocatioo, 
interfere with nothing but what concerns them. The govern- 

* Seed AhA Allah ben Amgar, ihe person who was Cadi in 1800j was x prin- 
ctpat trader at Mogodor, and son-in-law to ihe Gofernor of that place, who 
being untuccessful in his commercial affairs, crossed the Desert, and soon obtained 
the appuintinenl of Cadi; he was a shrewd clever man, about thirty-live ^ears 
old : he is lately dead. 
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ment of the city is entrusted to a Diwan of twelve Alemma, or 
men learned in the Koran, and an umpire, who retain iheir ap- 
pointments, which tliey receive from the king of Bambarra, 
three years. The power of the Aiemma is great, and their 
falUng into the mass of citizens after the expiration of the 
above period, obhges them to act uprightly, as their good or 
bad administration of justice either acquits or condemns them 
after the expiration of their temporary power The civil ju- 
risprudence is directed by a Cadi, who decides all judicial 
proceedings according to the spirit of the Koran; he has 
twelve talbs oi" the law, or attornies, attending him, each of 
whom has a separate department of justice to engage his daily 
attention. 

Daggers and stjllettos are generally worn : if any one dis- 
putes with his comrade, and becomes irritated, the daggers are 
drawn, and one stabs the other, without premeditation, whilst 
under the influence of passion. Revenge, or retaliation for in- 
juries, is so precise, and so eagerly followed, as to become here- 
ditary in a family. Thus if a man be killed or stabbed, it de- 
volves on the next of kin to him to seek retaliation, and to 
obtain satisfaction, who accordingly seeks every opportunity of 
destroying the man who killed his brother or relation ; when 
he dies the charge devolves on his next of kin. In the mean 
time, if the officers of police discover that any sanguinary 
assault has been committed, they pursue the aggressor, and 
oblige him to attend the wounded man, at his own expense, 
till he recovers ; but if he dies, the aggressor is condemned, 
by law, to death, unless the next of kin to the deceased chooses 
to grant him a pardon, in consideration of some pecuniary 
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compcnsalioD, regulaled according to the circurastaaces oftbe 
aggressor. 

There is but one prison in this extensive city, where the pri- 
soner is not confined, but suffei-s ihe bastinado, or pays a fine, and 
is liberated. Robberies attended with personal violence, siealing 
cattle, or provisions, are capital crimes, and are thus punished 
by decapitation : 

The criminal sits down on the ground, and whilst a person 
engages his attention, by pushing him on the back or shoulder, 
the executioner seizes that opportunity of striking off his head 
with a sabre, at which he is very adroit. Strangling is seldom 
practised. Bastinadoing, when the crime is extremely aggra- 
vated, is sometimes practised till the criminal expires underthe 
chastisement. 

A debtor may be arrested and sent to prison, but on proving 
his insolvency, he is liberated, but still remains accountable to 
his creditors; and, in the event of his becoming afterwards a 
man of property, his creditors may claim and sue him to the 
extent of the debt previously contracted. 

The Dtwan, when the King is in the town, sit in his presence 
round the throne, and examine capital culprits. The king 
never decides contrary to the opinion of the Diwan, or El 
A lemma 

Slaves may complain to the Alemma of illegal severity re- 
ceived from their masters, of want of food or cloathing, either 
of which, if substantiated, he is ordered to liberate hiin. 
■ A native of Timbuctoo cannot be a slave ; he must necessa- 
rily have been bom in another country, and these are generally 
captives taken iu battle. The children of slaves are inherited 
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by the masters of iheir parents. Slaves of different masters cannot 
marry without the consent of the latter: tlie master of a negress 
endeavours to purchase the negro to whom she is attac'ied. 

His asserted that unlit lately no Jews were permitted to enter 
the town, and various conjectures have been made as to the 
cause of this interdiction. It is also reported that those Jews 
who do now resort thither, are obliged to become Mohamme- 
dans, the forms of which religion ihey probably relinquish on 
their return to their native country ; but whatever may be the 
ostensible, 1 am inclined to think the true cause why the Jews 
are not admitted into Timbuctoo, is the extreme jealousy of 
the individuals of the Moorish factory, whose avarice induces 
them to exclude every person from sliaring their emoluments 
whenever a plausible pretext can be found. 

Tiie climate of Timbuctoo is much extolled as being salu- 
brious and extremely invigorating, insomuch that it is impos- 
sible for the sexes to exist without intermarriage ; accordingly 
it is said, there is iio man of the age of eighteen who has not his 
wives or concubines, all which are allowed by the laws of the 
country, which are Mohammedan ; and it is even a disgrace 
for a man who has reached the age of puberty to be unmarried. 
The natives, and those who have resided there any consider- 
able time, have an elegance and suavity of manners which is 
not observed on this side of Sahara : they possess a great flow 
of animal spirits, and are generally so much attached to the: 
country, that they invariably return, when iusiirmountable 
difficulties do noi prevent them. 

With regard to the manufactures of different kinds of apparel 
at Timbuctoo, and other places of the iiUeriort they are made, 
for the most part, by the women in their respective houses, 
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whenever they cannot procure European cloths and linens, or 
when there is a great scarcity of Fas and Tafilelt manufactures 
of silk, cotton, and woollen. 

It has heen said that there is an extensive hhrary at Tim- 
buctoo, consisting of manuscripts in a character differing from 
the Arabic ; this, 1 am inclined to think, has originated iu the 
fertile imagination of some poet; or, perhaps, some Arab or 
Moor, willing to indulge at the expense of Euro]>ean curiosity, 
has fabricated such a story. In all my enquiries, during many 
years, I never heard of any such library at Timbuctoo. The 
state library, which is composed for the most part of manu- 
scripts in the Arabic, contains a few Hebrew, and perhaps Chal- 
daic books ; amongst the Arabic, it is probable there are many 
translations from Greek and Latin authors at present unknowu 
to Europeans. 

The Nile EI Abeede, or Nile of the Negroes, overflows in the 
same manner as the Nile Massar, or Nile of Egypt,* when tlie 
sun enters Cancer; this is the rainy season in the countries 
south of the Great Desert, and in Jibbel Kumra, or the Moun- 
tains of the Moon, from whence the waters descend which cause 
the river to overflow its banks. At Kabra, near Timbuctoo, it 

* Some writers have thought that the word Nile is applied to all great riven; 
what foundation the; may have for this supposition I aiu not teamed enough to 
ascertain; hul I know that among the Africua Arahs, liiere are but two streaioj, 
which are called Nile, and these have been made two separate rivers by Europeans 
only, for in Africa there is decidedly but one opinion respecting them, vis. that 
they aie streams which communicate with each other, the Nile £1 Abeede being 
the greater, and running throu|;h a larger tract of territory than the Nde Chum, 
or Nile Massar, hence it is called Nile el Kabeer, the greater Nile ; the Nile of 
Egypt, however, is not called the smaller Nile, but always the Nile Cham, or Nile 
Masaar, i. e. the Nile of Egypt, Cham being also an Arabic name for Egypt when 
united to Syria and other coon tries. 
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becomes a very large stream. River horses are found in the 
Nile EI Abeede, as well as crocodiles, and the country conti- 
guous to its southern banks is covered with forests of primeval 
growtli, in which are many trees of great size and beauty. These 
forests abound with elephants of an enormous size. 

The river, according to the concurrent testimony of the Arabs 
and the Moors, and all travellers who have been on the spot, 
flows from west to east, and is about the width of the Thames 
at London; the stream is so very rapid in the middle, as to 
oblige the boats which navigate to Jinnie to keep close to the 
shore : and the boatmen, instead of oars, push the boat on with 
long poles.* 

The soil about Titnbuctoo is generally fertile, and near the 
river produces rice, millet, hidian corn, and other grain; wheat 
and barley grow in the plains, and are cultivated principally 
by the Arabs of the tribe of Brabeesh.-f- CoffceJ grows wild 
here, as does also indigo; the latter, however, is cultivated in 
some parts, and produces a very fine blue dye, which they 
use in their various cotton manufactures; a specimen of this 
colour may be seen in the British Museum, in a piece of cloth of 

• These boala are thirty days in reaching Jinnie ; during the passage (he Nile 
takes a considerable turn to the south, and retarns again, tbrtning a semi-circle; 
this curve is denominated (El Kos NileJ the curve, or bow of the Nile. A large 
stone is a substitute in these boats for an anchor, wiiich would not bold in the 
muddy boUoin of ihe river; these are attached to a cable, and thrown overboard 
at night, during which, watch is kept to prevent the Negroes from approaching, 
who often swim to, and plunder the boats, when not kept oiF by 6re-arms. 

f Some tribute is paid by the town of Timbuctoo to this tribe, by way of 
securing their forbearance from plundering the caravans from the north, whiub 
pass through (heir territory. 

I 1 sent a quantity of this coffee to Mr. James Willis, who had formerly ihfl 

appointment of Consul for Senegainbia ; but tins gentleman informed me, on mr 

arrival in England, that it was of a ?ery inferior quality. - - ..-— ^WJtt.n 

E R 
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colton and silk, which 1 had ihe hoqour to present Lo that 
national depository of curiosipes some }'ears since; it is of a 
checquered pattern, similar to a draft, board, the stjuares are 
alternate hkie and white; these pieces of cotton are nianufac- 
tiired at Jinnie and Timbuctoo, and used as covers to beds; 
they are valuable from the strength and durability of the tex- 
ture, and are therefore sold at a liigh price in Baibary, accord- 
ing to the quantity of silk that is in them, and the quality of the 
cotton; those however which have no silk interwoven, but are 
simply cotton, of blue and while patterns, are not so costly: the 
width varies from two to twelve inches ; the pieces are sewed 
together so closely afterwards with silk or thread, that one cau 
scarcely perceive the seams, the whole appearing as one piece. 

The husbandmen (whom they call fulah) are very expert in 
the oeconomy of bees ; honey and wax are abundant, but neither 
is transported across the Desert; first, because the articles 
abound in Barbary, and secondly, because tliey are used by the 
natives of Timbuctoo, the former as an article of food, and the 
latter for candles.* 

The fish called sbebbel, similar to our sahiion in the forma- 
tion of its bones, and not unlike it in taste, abounds in the Neele 
El Abeede, nearKabr.i: it is much esteemed by the natives; 
eels also aboiuid in the river. There are various other kinds of 
fish, the names of which I do not recollect. 

The mines of gold which lie south of the bed of the rivec 

• Persons ac().uaitited wilh the respeclive valueof .\fricaa pioduce, wUI pefhaps 
ask how it liappeos t!iat the alckabaafas Lraaspiiri Gum Soudaa from Timbuctoo to 
Barbary, whicli is not so valuable as wax f The reason is evident, Lhe wax it 
useful, and being consumed by the aativca, always cunimunds a price ; the gum 
is Dot of anj nae or vb1u« lo the Africans, but is collecied and traosported to 
Barbary only to be sotd to Uie CiiBopean factors on ikte coast. 
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belong to the Suitan Woolo, who resides at Jinnie; he has 
three palaces, or spacious houses at Timbuctoo, where his gold 
is deposited, of which he is said to possess an enormous quan- 
tity. The persons who are daily employed in working the 
mines are Bambareen negroes, who are extremely rich in gold, 
for all pieces of ore which they take from the mines not weigh- 
ing twelve mizans, or about two ounces, become a perquisite to 
tliemselvcs, as a remuneration for their labour, and all pieces of 
a greater weight belong to the Sultan, and are deposited in his 
before mentioned palaces. 

It is asserted that the mines arc so pure, that lumps of virgin 
gold are constantly found of several ounces in weight; this 
being admitted, it will not be surprising that the value of this 
precious metal, here so abundant, should be inconsiderable, and 
that some articles of small value wiih us in Europe, such as 
tobacco, salt, and manufactured brass, should often sell at Tim- 
buctoo for their weight in gold. But here 1 would wisli to be 
understood as speaking with some latitude, as the precise value 
of the circulating medium of Soudan is subject to great fluctua- 
tion, originating from a company of enterprising specidators of 
great capital at Fas, who are extremely jealous of the trade, and 
particularly cautious in communicating any information re- 
specting it. In my various enquiries on this subject, I have con- 
stantly been guarded from receiving any information respecting 
Soudan from men who have had commercial establishments 
there; but have been rather induced to prefer the testimony of 
those, whom I have frequently met from time to time in my 
various journies through West and South Barbary, who were 
strangers to the motives of my enquiries, considering^ theni 
merely as the natural suggestions of curiosity ; some of these, 
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however, I have by chance met wiih aTterwards at Mogodorand 
Agadecr, where my commercial estjhlishmenis were, when 
finding I was engaged in foreign commerce, ihev becdme very 
circumspect and cautious, and apparently regi'ettcd having com- 
municated intelligence to me concerning their country. 

I cannot attempt to give the exact gcogiaphical bearing and 
distance of places from Timbuttoo, in a country like this, as the 
Africans are ignorant ofgeograpliyas well as other sciences; but 
from the several accounts which I have at diSerent times re- 
ceived during my residence in Africa, and which were from 
respectable people who have resided years at Timbuctoo, and 
had ir^ivelled across Africa, it appears to be situated fifteen 
hundred miles SSEof Fas, eleven hundred and fifty miles about 
SSE of Akka, Tatta, and Wediuoon; thirteen hundred miles 
in nearly the same direction from Marocco ; one thousand three 
hundred and twenty miles from lafiielt: it is also about two 
hundred and ihirly miles eastward of the city of Jinoie ; one 
thousand miles west of Houssa. 

The country north of Timbucloo is inhabited by the powerful 
tribe of Arabs called Brabeesh, whose original stock emigrated in 
theeiglnh century, and took possession of a tract of country 
bordering on Egypt west%vard ; there are several duars of that 
kabyle, inhabitants of the western confines of Egypt, who long 
since emigrated from the original stock, on account of family 
disputes; they are a turbulent, restless, and warlike tribe, but 
extremely afraid of fire arms, having no means of defence 
against such, being armed only with (zeraga) the lance, and 
occasionally with knives, or daggers: hence tlie inhabitants of 
the towns, when tlicy go far into the country, carry guus and. 
pistpils with thenj 
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There is another nationsituated many[erhelIat}journie5 south- 
east of 'rirnbuctoo, who worship the sun, and abstain from 
animal food, Hving on milk and vegetables. One of these 
people was at Mogodor about ten years since, and lontinued 
his national custom, nor could all the Gatlering inviiations to 
Mohitmniedanism induce him to renounce his doctrine. 

Ill some part of ilie country between Timbuctoo and Casina, 
or Cashna, which is called (Beb Houssa) the Entrance of Houssa, 
is discovered a race of people, whom the Aral^s compare to the 
English, alleging, that they speak a distinct language of their 
own, different from all the others known in Africa, and that it 
resembles the whistling of birds, to which they compare the 
English language. The people ride on saddles, similar to those 
of England, and wear rowelled spurs, the only nation in Africa 
that docs, without shoes. Their faces are covered to the eyes, 
by their turbans folding round their necks and faces. Their 
weapons are swords, bows, arrows, and laices. When thev 
engage in ba(tle, each man selects an antagonist, ihey therefore 
never risk an engagement unless they tluuk themselves superior 
in number, or at least equal to their enemy, resembling, in this 
respect, the Chinese. They are represented as a grossly super- 
stitious people; [heir bodies as well as their horses being 
covered with (herrcz) charms, or amulets. 

About fifteen (erhellat) journics east olTimbuctoo, is an im- 
mense lake, called (El Bahar Soudan) the Sea of Soudau; on 
which are decked vessels, and the holders of it arc Inhabited by 
the al.'ovc people; they brought, in or about the year 1793, 
some ol their decked vessels to Timbuctoo, and transported 
thence guods to linnie; but as they were ascertained to be 
neither Arabs, Moors, Negroes, Shelluhs, nor BercLbers, the 
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boatmen of Timbuctoo complained to the Cadi, that if these 
people were permitted to go to and from Jinnie, they would 
lose their business, as tlieir boats performed the passage at less 
expense, and in half the time. On this suggestion the Cadi or- 
dered ihem out of the country : some report that they were all 
poisoned, and their boats broken to pieces, and that since then 
none of their vessels have been used westward of this lake : the 
boats are described to be about ibrty cubits* in length, and 
eight in breadth, having the planks fastened together by shreet, 
or bass rope, and carry one hundred and fifty or two hundred 
men, and forty tons of goods ; they have no sails, but when the 
wind is favourable, two oars are set up perpendicularly on each 
side of the boat, to which is fastened a large hayk,or spreading 
garment, which serves as a substitute for a sail : these boats are 
rowed by sixteen oars : at night they come to anchor by throw- 
ing a large stone overboard tied to a rope or cable, as before 
mentioned, which serves as an anchor. 

With regard to the water communication between Timbuc- 
too and Cairo, there is no doubt but such a communication ex- 
ists; it does not, however, facilitate the purposes of transport, 
the expense of land carriage by means of camels being more 
moderate than that by water, besides the advantages to a tra- 
veller of a continued succession of rich and fertile country, 
make the journey rather an excursion of pleasure when com- 
pared to the toils of a desert, where heal and thirst are so much 
dreaded by the weary traveller. In the interior of Africa ; and 
among the rich traders who engage in this traffic across the 
Continent, there is but one opinion with regard to the JSHe of 

* Seven cabita make four yards. 
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Egifpt and the Mils ofTimbucloo, and Ikat opinion is, that they are 
one and the same river, or rather that the latter is the western 
branch of the former. U may be further observed, that the 
source of the Nile of Timbuctoo is at the foot of the western 
branch of the chain of mountains called Jlbbel Kumra, or 
Mountains of the Moon, where it forms [meija) a swamp; and 
on the western side oi' the same mountain is another lake or 
swamp, which is the source of the Senegal river; hence the 
established African opinion, that the Senegal and Nile have the 
same source, although these two meijas are separated by the 
mountain; the copious springs, which throw the water up with 
great force, are very numerous, and are found on both sides of 
the mountain, that is on the eastern as well as on the western 
side. The western stream takes a northerly direction, as does 
also the eastern stream, which is increased in its course by va- 
rious others issuing from the Jibbel Kumri, more to the east of 
the source, before described ; but where the two streams unite 
(i.e the Nile ofKgypt.and thatofSoudan) is not accurately ascer- 
tained.* It is proper, also, to observe, that the Africans express 

• Ad African mnnuscript, written by Seedi Mohammed ben Ammn Sou- 
danie, who, however, I do nol i]iiule as an author orthe first refipeclability, has the 
fbllowing passage, which 1 Iteve traixjlalpd for the curioui reader. " Keapecting 
the Ni'cle Ii has been ascertained by various travellers, that it hitth (besides many 
inferioi) two prinripal sources, one of whicli latter Is ihe larger source, and rises 
at the fuol of the Jibbel Kumri,(i. e. a chain of mountains which extend from east to 
west across Africa, pnasing through lat. N. 10°) north of Genowa (Guinea), where 
it forms a lake or swamp, "Ut of which proceeds another river, which, passing 
N. W thruugh !;uudaii (Jisch:irges itself neur Asenagha (Senegal), in the El Bahar 
Kabeer (id est, the Western or Atlantic ocean); the larger source proceeds 
□oilhwujd, and entering the country of Bambara, takes nn eastern direciion,^ 
and passing llirough the Lily of l^egoo. Jinnee, and Kiibra near Timbuctoo, 
it continues iis course ilnough Wangara; between the two latter cities, it 
receives from the south two auxiliary streams of considerubic magnitude. 
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tlieir astonishment whenever the Europeans dispute the connec- 
tion of these two rivers, justly observing, that it is a folly to 
dispute a thing which the experience of a succession of ages has 
proved to be true; indeed it is remarkable how many empty 
hypotheses and idle reasonings the course of this river, or the 
Egyptian Nile, has given rise to; but there are people so 
bigolted to the opinions which are founded on these empty 
hypotheses as to disregard the relation of travellers who have 
actually been upon the spot, and who have, by the evidence of 
their eyes, confuted all that has been written on the subject. 

in confirmation of the opinion that there is a navigable com- 
municaiion between Timbuctoo in Soudan, and Cairo in Egypt, 
the following circumstance was related to me by a very intelli- 
gent man, who has, at this time, an establishment in the former 
city: 

In the year 1780, a party of seventeen Jinnie Negroes pro- 
ceeded in a canoe, to Timbuctoo, on a commercial speculation ; 
they understood the Arabic language,and coidd read the Koran; 
they bartered their merchandize several times during the pas- 
sage, and reached Cairo, after a voyage of fourteen months, 
during which they lived upon rice and other produce, which 
they procured at the different towns they visited; they reported 
that there arc twelve hundred cities and towns, with mosques 
or towers in them, between Timbuctoo and Cairo, built on or 

which increase it bo that th« whole flat country of Wangara is one iaimenw 
morass, formed by the overflowing of ihe waters : one of these auxiliary sttexuis 
falla inio the Neele 10 crhellat (i. e. 10 diiys journey) east of Timbuctoo; 
the other at Wangara, and iLie whole body of accumulated water hence, aj>lly ije- 
numinated the Neele El Kabeer (the GreatNile), proceeds eastward liilit cotutnu- 
Dicales with the Neele Masser (the Nile of Egypt); the distance between the 
■ource of the greater Nile and its junction with the Nile of Egypt, is 99 erhellat 
of coQtInual travelling." 
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near the banks of (tUe Nile el Ahe^de, and theNjle Massar) ^he 
Nile of Soudan, iind the Nile pf Egypt. 

During this voyage they rema.iaed in inauy Xowns .several 
days, when trade, curiosity, or inclination jnduged ihem to 
sojourn : in three places they found the Nile so ^hallow, by 
reason of the numerous channels which are cqt fiQtn the main- 
stream, for the purpose of irrigating the lands of the adjacent 
country, that they could not proceed in the boat, which they 
transported over land, till they found the water flowing again 
in sufficient body to float it ; they also met with three consider- 
able cataracts, the principal of which was at the entrance from 
the west of Wangara ; here also they transported the boat by 
land until passing the fall of water, they floated it again in an 
immense (merja) lake, whose opposite shore was not visible ; at 
night they threw a large stone overboard as a substitute for an 
anchor, and watch was regularly kept to guard against the at- 
\acks of crocodiles, elephants, and river horses, which abound 
m various parts. When they arrived at Cairo they joined the 
great accumulated caravan of the west, called Akkabah el 
Garble, and proceeded therewith through Barca, Tripoli, Tunis, 
Algiers, and Angad, to Fas and Marocco, where they joined the 
Akka caravan, and again reached Jinnie, after an absence of 
three years and two months. 

Finally it appears from the corroborating testimony of all 
who have performed the journey from Timbuctoo to Egypt, 
that the country contiguous to the Nile El Abeede is rich and 
productive, that the banks of the river are adorned with an in- 
credible number of cities and towns of incalculable population, 
that the Mohammedan religion prevails ; that the Arabic is the 
general language spoken throughout these countries. The cities 

s s 
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and towns are crowded with mosques, having square towers 
attached to them : fondaques or cara vanseras for the accommoda- 
tion of travellers are spacious and convenient, so that we may 
conclude that the banks of the Nile El Abeede from Timbuctoo 
to the confines of Egypt may be as populous as the banks of any 
river in China* 



APPENDIX. 



The following Specimens of African Arabic are given for the 
animadversion of the Arabian Scholar, as their translations are to 
shew the reader the style of writing generally used by the Arabs of 
Africa. Hie Asiatic punctuation is adopted to facilitate the perusal 
by the Students of Asiatic Arabic ; the difference, in this respect, 
may be seen by referring to pp. 212 and 213, ante. 
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Letter from Muley Ismaelj Emperor of MaroccOj to Captain or Colonel 
KirkCy at Tangier, Ambassador from King Charles the Second, dated 
7th Du ElKadahy in the lO^Sdyear of the Hejra [corresponding to 
the C7/A October, 1682, Christian cera.'\ 



(L. S.) 
J\ * ^J^\ tj^u,r k t^^ ^^^ SjAj\ i^\ (X}\ 



C)"-* 



U^lL* ^_Jjo jj*tfj\ oij ^ouk ^'^'v^l ^^ cr* tJ^ (^^^ 



^»£5l«)\ \±^\ </oJ\ V^S^^ l1?*-^ I^:^ U^ ^-^^ **i*J ^^^ (/ 
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TRANSLATION. 

Praise be to God the most high alone! and God's blessing be 
upon those who are for his prophet. 

From [the servant of God, who putteth his trust in God, the 
Commander of the Faithful, who is courageous in the way of the 
omniscient God] the SherrifF 

Ismael son of a Sherrifl 
^ * God illumine and preserve him. *^ 

God assist his commanders, and give victory to his forces and 
armies ! Amen. To the Captain of Tangier, Kirk ; peace be to those 
who follow the right way 1 this by way of preface. Your letter 
came to the lofty place of our residence, and we understand what 
your discourse contained. As for the asking a cessation of arms by 
sea, know that it was not treated of between us till this present 
time. Neither did we make truce with you concerning any thing 
but Tangier alone: when you came to our illustrious house we 
treated with you about that matter for four years ; and if you had 
sojourned there yourself, no Mooselmin would ever have gone into 
that town hostilely against you, but merely as a (peaceable) 
merchant. 

As to a cessation of arms by sea, it was not negociated by us, 
neither did we discourse about it ; but when you desired it of us, 
we wrote to your master, in England, saying, *' If you desire a ces- 
" sation of arms by sea, and are willing to receive a firm peace 
" from us, send us two understanding men of the chief of the 
" Diwan of England, by whom the peace of all the Christians here 
" may be confirmed ; and when they shall arrive at the lofty place 
** of our residence, and sit before us, whatsoever they shall hear 
*' from us, by way of agreement, shall be acceded to.'* And we 
have given you security at sea for four months, viz. from the time 
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we sent to you our letter to Tangier, till the day that there comes 
an answer from him, and until the arrival of the two ambassadors 
aforementioned, after the aforesaid manner. As for those men, 
who in thy letter thou didst say were, taken at sea, I neither 
know nor have heard any thing of them ; your discourse about 
that. matter having been with AH ben Abd Allah, and he admini- 
stered justice [to you] upon the Mooselmin who had taken these 
men prisoners, for the sake of him for whom you made your com- 
plaint to us, and he returned the Christians to you, and imprisoned 
the sailors for capturing them. Now if there shall happen to be 
a peace between me and you at sea, as there is for four years by 
land, through your mediation, and by reason of your coming to us, 
I will hang them, and blot out their footsteps, and be revenged on 
them with the most severe revenge. 

Our Servant, Mohaaimed ben Hadu Aater, who came from your 
presence, told us that lions are scarce in your country, and that 
they are in high estimation with you. When your servant 
came to us, he found we had two small young lions; wherefore by 
him we send them to you. And know, that we have received, by 
our servants, from your master, three coach-horses ; now a coach 
requires four horses to draw it, wherefore you must needs send us 
another good one of the same kind and size, that they may draw 
the coach with four horses. Oblige us. in this, by all means. Fare- 
well ! We depend upon it. Written on the seventh of the sacred 
month Du £1 Kadah^ in the year ninety- three and a thousand. 
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Letter from Seedi Muley SoUnum^ Emperor of Morocco, Sgc. <§-c. to 

His Majesty George the Third. 



^\ S^^^ ci'''^^ <>-^^/^^ (Js^U^^ c^ ^\ &V^ 4^ «x«d^ ^ 

(L. aJ3^ iX-ii t^ S.) 

4j; A3 *i3\ oap 
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TRANSLATION. 

In the name of God ! the all merciful and commiserating God ! 
on whom is our account, and we acknowledge his support ; for 
there is neither beginning nor power, but that which proceeds from 
God, the High, Eternal God. 

From the Servant of God, the Commander of the Faithful [in 
Mohammed],* upheld and supported by the grace of God. 

Soliman, the son of Mohammed, the son of Abd Allah, the son of 
Isma'ael, Prince of [the House or Dynasty of] Hassan, who was ever 
upheld by the power of God, Sultan of Fas and Marocksh, and 
Suse, and Draha, andXafilelt, andTuwat, together with all the ter- 
ritories of the West 

Soliman, 
(L. son of Mohammed, [who was the] S.) 

son of Abd Allah, 

God illumine 

and support 

him. 

To our dearly beloved and cherished, exalted by the power of 
God, the Sultan f George the Third, Sultan of the territories of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain, Ireland, Duke of Mecklenburg 
Strelitz, Prince, descended from the dynasty of the Sultans of Rome 
and Palestine, &c. 

This premised, we inform you that we continually make friendly 
and diligent enquiry about you, desiring heartily that you may be 
at all times surrounded by wealth and prosperity. We wish you to 

* The words between brackets arc not in the original, but implied. 

-)- This, perhaps, is the only letter extant wherein a Mooselmin prinee gif es the title 
of Sultan to a Christian king. 

T T 
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cncrease in friendship with us, that our aHiance may be more 
strongly cemented than heretofore, even stronger than It was m 
the days of our ancestors, whom God guard and protect. 

Now, therefore, we make known to you, tliat your physician and 
servant, Doctor Buff6, has been in our royal presence (which is) 
exalted by the bounty of God, and we have been well pleased with 
his medical knowledge and dili^nt attention, and moreover with 
the relief he hath given to us. 

We have, therefore, to entreat of you, to give him your royal 
order to rrturn to Gibraltar, in our neighbourhood, well provided 
with all good and necessary medicines; tliat 1>€, residing at Gib- 
raltar, may be ready to attend quickly our royal presence -when- 
ever we may be in need of his (medical) assistance. We trust you 
will return him without procrastination to our thron'e, seeing that 
he has been of essential service to us. 

We recommend you to exalt Doctor Buff6 in your favour and 
esteem on our account, and we will always be your allies and 
friends* May you ever be w^ll and in |>ro«perity ! Peace be with 
jou ! the 4th day of the.iaontb Jujnad El Lulc^ in the year (jof.tlic 
Hejra) I2aj.* 



Ka^Baaa 



Laws of Bankrupts. 

Tlie following letter is given, to explain to the commercial reader 
the method adopted in order to enable an European merchant to 
quit the kinujdom of Marocco ; and it should be observed, that the 
Mohammedan law of bankrupts is such, that an insolvent man con- 
tinues liable to his creditors all his life, till his debts be discharged : 
but he can claim, by law, his liberation from prison, on making 
oath and bringing proof of his insolvency; but then, if he succeed 

* The abof e date corresponds with the 6th July, 1806, Christian aera. 
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afterwards, and become possessed of property, he is compelled to 
pay the debts he before contracted; so that an European should be 
careful how he contracts debts with the Moors, lest the misfor- 
tunes incident to commerce oblige him to remain for ever in the 
country. 
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Sec. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Praise be to God alone ! 

Sullman 
ben Mohammed 
(L, ben Abd Allah S.) 

ben Ismaael, 
&c. 

Our servants, El Hagc Mohammed O Bryhim, and Seid Moham- 
med ben El Kahia, peace, and the mercy of God be with you ! 
This premised, I command you to suffer the Christian merchant 
Jackson, to embark for his own country, if it appears to yon 
that 710 one pursues him in law (for debt), as I wrote to you on this 
subject in my last letter; if no one claims of him any right by law^ 
allow him to gOy and do not impede him** God protect you, and 
peace be with you. S day of Sniffer, the good year 1220. [A.C. 1805.] 

« This repetition of the principal subject of a letter is a mode of impressing on the 
min-v) more lorciblj the subject intended, and is commonly practised by the best, 
writers in Africa 
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Abdy A slave. 

Abeede Scedi Bukaree, The Bukarree blacks of the Emperor's army, 

A duly An ac^oantant. 

Agerriy A European, or Barbarian. 

Akad El Beah, Declaration of sale. 

Akkabaah, Several caravans accumulated together for the purpose 

of crossing the Desert of Africa. 
Aletriy A white flag suspended at tlie top of a mosque at noon, to 

announce prayers. 
Bedowin, Wandering Arabs of the Desert. 
Bu'dra, Old butter melted, and put into earthen jars, and preserved 

in the matamores ten, twenty, or thirty years : supposed to 

contain extraordinary medicinal properties. 
Bussorahy A city in Arabia; derived from the Arabic words Bu and 

Surah, i. e. father of walls. 
Cu9ca^0€, Granulated wheat, or barley'^meal, mixed with water, and 

rolled into small particles about the size of patttidge-shot, and 

prepared for food, by steam, with meat, fowls, and vegetables, 
Det'by A brown fox. 
Delely An itinerant auctioneer. 
Diwan, Generally called Divan; but the letter v is not in the 

Arainc language : the word is derived from Diwee, to converse. 
Doiiary An eucampment of Arabs tents. 
El Jlah, An oasis. 

Erhclla, A day's journey of about eight hours continual travelling. 
Ezzuliay Small glazed tiles of various colours, with which the Moors 

ornament their rooms, &c. 



Foyidaque, A caravansrra, or inn. 

Hashhha^ A species of hemp, the seeds and leaves of which intoxi- 
cate, and are said to produce; au agreeable vacuity of mind. 

BarushCy A stony district. 

MassQua^ Barley -gruel, 

ilayky A piece of woollen, or cotton cloth, or silk, made light, and 
of the natural colour of the article of which it is manufactured, 
being about two yards wide and five long, throwu over th€ 
dress, and resembling the Roman Toga. 

Hejra, The Mohammedan aera, which began l6th July, A. D, 62^. 
The year is lunar, consisting of 357 days; so that in the cal*- 
culation of chronological events, 103^ lunar years are equ^ lO' 
100 solar years. 

Horrehy A free born, or noble born person. 

Jim7nely A- camel. 

Kassej^iuy An enclosed building consisting of many shops.. 

Keyma^ An Arab's tent. 

Kicfy The seed of the Hashisha, an intoxicating herb. 

Lialij The period of the forty longest nights. 

Luksebba, A citadel. 

Matamoj^Cy Subterraneous caverns or excavations, wherein is depo- 
sited corn, which by being closed so as to preclude the air, wilL 
keep the corn sound and good thirty years or more. 

Millahy A department of. a. town inhabited by Jew^. 

MurrU'tany A mad -house. 

Mutdisihy An officer who regulatea the weights and price of meat,&c. 

M'shoary Place of audience. 

Naga, A female camel. 

Niagy Female camels. 

Semaimiy The period of the forty longest days#. 

SfingCy Spongy bread. 

Shtbbtly A fish similar to salmon. 

Shciky An Arabian chief. 
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Smhiy Butter melted and preserved with salt. 

SoiidancCy A native of Nigritia. 

StatUy A convoy through the Desert, or other unsafe country, being 
a Sheick, or his friend, who accompanies and protects a caravan 
through his territory, and delivers it to the protection of a 
Sheick of the next adjoining district or clan, for which he 
generally receives a pecuniary remuneration. 

Talby A man versed in the Mohammedan laws. 

Thaleb, The red fox. 

Jibber^ Gold dust. 

Ukill, An attorney, or agent. 

Zawiaty Sanctuaries. 

Zemeetay Meal mixed with cold water ; a food used by the inha- 
bitants of Mount Atlas. 

Zibda^ Fresh butter. 

ZitCy Oil. 

ZitunCy Olives. 



ERRATA. 

Page 20, line \yfor River Suse, read Province of Suse. 

80, note for Appendix, p. 1808, read Appendix, page 108. 
107, line 6, /or plate 2nd, read plate 8th, page 103. 
196, — 1^3 for Eastern part of Chinese Tartary, read Eastern part 

of Bengal. 
— 20, /or to the Cape of Good Hope, read to Zanguebar and 
Mosambique. | 
283, — 14, /or Latter, read Letter. 

298, — 2^dyfor three quarters of a cubit, read one cubit and three 

quarters. 

299, — Ay for Skiat, read Okiat. 
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